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BIBLE LESSONS

FiIRsY ;jltAIYll
STUDIES IN THE BOOKS OF KINGS.

(Condensed from Peloubet's Notes.

Lesson VI Feb. 15 2 Kings 2: 111

ELIJAH TAKE ) HEAVEN

GOLDRN TEXY

“‘And Enooh walked with God ; and he
was not ; for (iod took him."—Gen, 5: 24
Piww, B, O, BO2.900. Eight or ten
| yoars after Elijah's interview with Ahat

| in Naboth's vine

ard, and twelve or fif
teen years after his Horeb experience

Elijabh was translated from

the eastern

side of Jordan, on thé border of his na
tive country, Ciilead Jehoram, the son
of Ahab, was king of lsrael. Ahab died
B, C.-59 v

EXPLANATORY

I. Tur Lasr Hovms ov Evian,—Tw
1nr Ravs, Wenow come to the close
ot Elijuh's life, a fit ending of his useful
career. 1. “And it came to pass when
the Lord would take up Elijah There
doctrine of Providence there.
T'he life of man is absolutely at the dis
posal of the Lord —that is the doctrine.
Not when Elijah would go, but when the
Lord would take him. * By a whirlwind.'
See on ver. | “That Elijah went with
Elisha Elisha was his attendant, in
training for n prophet. He was a good

is & great

wcholar of a worthy teacher % From
Cilgal Not the Gilgasl near icho,
which i r below Bethel, butthe one on
the- hill country of Ephraim, betw
Shechem and Hethel, about nine miles
from Bethel he modern bame is J
jilis. It is higher than Bethel, so that
they * went down " to it, though Bethel
itaelf is very high, more than 2500 feet
above the sea. A school of the prophets
was looated here, ns well as at Bethel
and Jeriohe t appears, from a com
s verse with 2 Kings 4
and Elisha had been for
making their home st Gilgal
Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry
thee.” Elijah seems 1o hay
o revelation that his last
For the Lord hath
Ver., as faras) Both-e
Where was another of the sghools of the
prophets he bad founded. The whole

wrpney has been. marked out for hir
1d devised that those who we
on the work after Elijah's d¢
might at this Iast interview se
hereafter, the
fixe and tho last words
spoken, though they seem to have been

but & few, of him who bad been their

on heaven,

v N e guide and father for & long while and
New * Books every . week. | i’ congtant perils. “As the Lord
: = | liveth, and as thy soul liveth.” ~The
Catalogue, 132 pages, free; | comlination of the two phrases imparts

| much solemnity to the resolve, and is
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ness. Elisha's masterimay be withdrawn
from him: he will not be withdrawn
from his master. “So they went Jdown
to Bethel.” Down 600 feet, nine miles,
in & south-east -direction. Bathel is
twelve miles north-west of Jerusalem.

j. “The sons of the prophets.” - That
is, the young men attending the theo
logical seminaries first organized by |
Samuel for the preparation of religious
teachers for the people. These ancient |
colleges were under the superintendence
of a recognized prophet, who was called |
tho father, while the students were
styled his children or sons. They were
places of retirement, adapted for study
and devotion. * Said unto him, knowest |
thou.” It is impossible to decide what

knew of the impending change,
have told them outrght,

Elijab |
or b

veyed the idea. l'nke away thy master
from tby head to day.” Thisis_an allu-
sion to Jewish scholars, sittiffigat the
feet of their master, the master being |
seated on an elevated bench, and there
| fore over his pupil's hemls “Yea I
| know it ; hold ye your peace.” This was
not a fretful rebutf, but the utterance of
& sensitive soul so sore from the great
sorrow close at hand that he could not
bear to have it mentioned. Every word
was astab to his bleeding heart.

4. “ They came to Jericho,”
miles from Beth-el, 1200 feet lower. Here
also was one of the schools of the pro-
phets.

6. “The Lord hath sent me to Jordan."
There is nothing to forbid the supposi
tion that the instrument which God
used in communicating this His will was
Elijab’s own desire to die in Gilead,—an
old man's Jonging to end his life in his
native country. “And they two went on.”
| The third test of Elisha's faithfulness and

consequent fitness as his sucoessor satis
tied Elijah, who made no furthe
| tion

objec

“And fifty men went and stood

to view afar oft The abrupt heights
behind the town ) Hnar I an exten
sive view of the river miles away

Why, in the kindred case of our Lord's
asconsion, were the eloven led out s far
as Bethany hat to sl time they
might be witnesses its reality, snd
have visible evidenoe another state
I'he position of the fifty students is pre

ly the same, that » - 0 soatiered
all over the land in sfte ays, they may

attest the fact of t s transls
tion, and, even under Id eoonomy
bave unmistakable proof that esrth s
wot the only home of ma And stood
to view." Hev. Ve tood ever against
them afar off they st looking
towards the departing couple And
they two stood by Jordan Even an

before he
t be not

Elijah must oross the Jordan
passes from the world, though
by the gates of death.
8. “And Elijah took
sheepskin, The oloak
| sign of thie prophet’s office, became the
vehicle of the Spirits power. The
prophet mantle, which today as ever,
when it falls upon any Jordan, divides
ita waves, is faith.strong, glad, living,
rock-firm faith. “And wrapped it to
gether.” Rolled it up like a rod, for

his mantle. Of
that outward

convenience in handiing. * Smote the
waters.” As Moses smote the river
Nile (Ex. 20), Asron the dust (Ex. 8:
17), and the rock (Num. 20: 11),

—satrongly, one smites an enemy.
Because he knew that what he asked was
in accordance with God's will, his faith
was met by miracles, which, Iplﬂ l'mm
these tions, it had boen resump

tion in him to demand. hey two

or how Elisha and the other ;unphem‘

!eofleuess and demeanor may have con- |

About 13 |

wont over on dry gmuml ». An m«
‘ Israelites had orossed the rame Jordan
| five and a half centuries before. Elijah
was now in his native countiry, at the
foot of the Nebo Mountains, whence
Moses, aftor his vision of the promised
land, was taken home to God
1L Euuaie's Leaacy. The parting hour
had come. There was but one thing
more to do. - 9. “ Elijah said unto Elsha,
Ask what | shgl] do for thee.” Neither
the nearness of death, nor the approach
ing glories of heaven, took away Rlijah's
interest in his earthly friends and their
work., He would leave them s legacy
He had o kingdom, no wealth, no broad
lands to leave, but he still bad much to

bestow. Ilere is Elisha’s reward for his
faithfulness to his Master. “1 pray thye
let & double. portion of Thy Spirit be

pon thee.” There is
soltishiess or ambition
mean twice as much s E

nothing here of
This does not
ijah had
a request would dave been indelicate | it
would also have been abwurd, for Elijnh
could not give more than e had
expression was a..“..ml by the custom
snd law (Deut. 21 : 17), which gave to the
eldest son twice as much of an inheri
ance as t) any other of the sons. Elisha's
request was that he might be titted to be
Elijah’s successor, to take up the work
he had left, and carry it
schools of the prophets and among the
people, by the power of working i
acles, by divine revelations, by influence
for the salvation of his nation, by & holy
life, by faith, and courage, and wisdow
i and seal
10, “And he said, Thou hast ssked a
bard thing" ‘Thatis right; alvays ask
the hardest things, 1t was hilrd because
the granting of this requedt was not io
Elijah’s gift, and he knew not yet if God
meant to bestow it ; yet he would seek it

on, in the

with the fervent prayer (Jas 5: 16, |
tnat brought sbundsut showers frowm
heaven (1 Kings 18:.42.45), “If thou
see me when | am taken from thee
he words “when [ am"” are not in the
original.  If he was able to retain to the
end the same devoted perseversnce, and

ep hix eyo set and steadfast on the

leparting prophet, the gift would be bis
Eri Tuivn ¥n Dearu,

ser Growis hey still wer
on e Was it upon thos

ry then just ready to bu

} eye i the two dis
iples on the way t vinaas talk
ethe The ppe | & chariot o
fire, and horse fire Ihe storm was
acooms pan ied a flery phenomeno:
which appesred to the eyes of Elisha ¢
& ohariot of Hire with horses of

which Elijah rode to heaven Anid
parted them both asunder irronud
ing jah weow n flaming war host
\nd Eljah went up by & whirlwind

are Ezok. 11 4 et seq, where Jeho

vah appears in & “ whirlwind,” which is
desoribed as & great fiery cloud ; and
Job §8: |, where He answers Job out of
the whirlwind ; and Nah The Lord
bath His path in whirlwind and in storm
and the olouds are the dust of His feet.)

| We must, therefore, be «
| ing the words before us in
| sense, The ‘essential meaning of the
| passage is this, that God suddenly took

Elijab to Himself, amid a grand display
| of His power in and through the forces
| I'he popular conception that

wutiousof tak
too” literal a

| of nature.
| the prophet ascended to heaven in a fiery
car drawn by horses: of fire is plainly
resd into, rather than gathered {rom, .lu~
sacred text.
| 1V. ELLIAR APPRARS ONOR MORE.
| than nine centuries later Elijah, as the
| representative n! llm prophete, once |
| more appeared on earth in his resurrec
| tion glories on the Mount of Transfigira- |
tion, with Moses, the representative of |
| the law, and with Jesus, whose coming |
| was go accomplish what Elijah had
| sought, and whom the prophets for ages
had foretold.

/. SUMMARY OF
~p Career. For the early history of |
Elijah, see Lesson III. The greatest |
prophet was sent in the worst age. Gi
gantic corruptions need gigantic reform-
} ers. Elijah has been well c.lled the
| grandest and the most romantic charac
| ter that I<rael ever produced. He was

what our age would call a #elf made man,
or rather
Iittle help from man in his making. He
was a well-ballanced man, G lowing zeal,
dsuntlessness . of soul, and unbending
severity were his traits, yet he was
patient, and could await God’s time for

results. He was an iconoclast, sturdy as
| Luther or Knox, in the court of Samaria,
| yet more gentle than any courtier in the
Zarephath home. Human and fallible,
a man suhject to like passions as we are
(Jas. 5: 17), his nature was yet cast in a
most heroic mould. No prophet of the
Old Testament has excited greater ad
| miration. He was peerless in sublime

More

Evuhn's

spired words.
a type of his career. Like a fire and
storm, he appeared to- Ahab, and on Car
mel, and in Naboth's vineyard ; but his
real power and greatest work were as the
still small vol snd as the hidden
leaven. His life teaches us courage, and
patience communion with God, and
with God in §

and

power ayer, and the ne

essity and methods of true reform
f Y waflor  with
souftle i L will give
natant f o the little on
much i by lealors
Try it
-

If you would be well with & grea
mind, leave him with a favorahle fwpres
sion of you | if with & ), loav
him with & favorable of himsel

Colertdge
-

Has given the most ungualified
satisfaction in this seotion,” writes John
B. Dale, druggist, Wyoming, ol;the grest
blood purifylng tonio, Burdosk Biood

Bitters

e

As they, who for every slight in

firmity take physic to repair their health,

| do rather impair it; so they who for

| every trifle are eager to vindioste their

| character, do rather weaken it Mason
| -

— Shakespeare will please excuse w

if we modify him thus: Thrice is h.«

olad who bath his system stren, thnned

with Ayer's Sarsaparilla, and ul{

mkad though arrayed in furs, wbo-e
blood is poor or with diseass corrupted. |
An moompulbln modlcme(

— It is & great mhfonunn 0 ot Yo have
enough wit to speak .well, or enough
judgment to keep nlont.’—l.‘ Bruyere,

Minard lrl.l'nlmenl rur nle onr"herc.

CHARACTER |

he was a (fod made man, with |

deeds, as Tsniah was- peerless in his in- |
I'he scene on Horeb was |

i ' . i
]
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A Miraculors Mediclme, M. J 1L Cv | Knows it laGood. M '
| PRAT, B Camille, writes s * Seeid W ot oce | witme ) .
Whires et faor & Lrsars rams | your
Prcove > « medivinn and han
pert. . wiade ot which we | i
e i /
e L vl el / 17 . F o - e et
/ V4
M Gives Sirengah, - Ms, J & If you are Despondont, |
p v Vosnrasa L spirited, Irri wnd Peovi
My appotite has 4, end 1 toal ote and unpleas: i sensations o
A Pleasure to uwn.  Me LK Bovna#
Rigeon, ¥ . felt Invariably aftes eatlr
" S—
- ’  aY :
At & 22701 —
{nform Yo't that your VEGSTARER DICOVERY oured | than got & hotd arsace & ¢ b
t Dywpey 1 tried many remedion, bt | vanih Dincoves £ 16 will '
{a . “‘l‘-‘.r.,lq-\ohvtr'vua i . b
wtirsor & Lywas's Veanrasis Disovass Mary's, write ) ‘3 . »
5 N
' 1 e, ard & secund completely cured | GOVERT entively cured we f [ryspeyals rHaxs v &1 s hine
me | annot recominend 1§ 0 highly o of the W 0ot casen l; v fouk ke & maw onis * | U miows @ y el ®
The.Power of Grace,
here is an old story of & certain min.
ster who, in arranging his toilet for his
parochial ealls, Tound a button gone

from his shirt collar, and al
RO ;l mAn's |>l\n~l| o loft him
and seolde nd aaid undig
wkind thir ,p until the tired mm mm
uto tears snd escaped to her room

at onoe the
tl.v rv»nn

he hours of the afternoon wore away

during which the pamon called upon old

her Jones, who was all bowed down
with rh istism, and found patient and
even cheerful; upon young Hrother
Hall wasting wway with consamption
and found him snxious to go and be
with Christ ; upon old Grandmother
Smith, in her poor, miserahls hovel of

oue of
s & bird;
who had a fow '
o her only ohild, and
ful and serene in the

v home, and found ber singing

good old hymns as bhappy

Mrs, Brown

view of God's love which had come to
ber through her atfliotion

{he minister went home filled with
what bie had sgen, and when evening
cAme, 8 he was seated in his easy
h ood wife near him busy with

her nesdles, e oould: not

terful thic

help saying

What & wor t grace ! How

much it wi Ihere is nothing be
yond its power! Wonderful! Wonder |
fu t ean do all things !

I'en the httle wife said, “ Yes, it s
wonderful, indeed ; but there is just one

thing the grace of God doed not seem to

bave ihe power to do.
*And what ean that be " siid the hus
band
Why, it does not seem ¢ have power

to control & minister's
shirt button is gone.”
I'his wis & new version of the dootrine
of grace to the parson, but it was such a
{ version as many another religious man
needs to remember. There is many &
man who can stand up before a multi
| tude and “confess Christ,” who can be
| most meek when insulted in some public
| place, who can rub his hands and bless
| God for the power of religion, but who is
too weak to keep his temper at home.
| The value of art i& in the' fitness of the
| work ; the perfection of music is in little
| accurucies. So the beauty and power of
g our religion are seen when we manifest
grace in little things. As it takes greater
| hk\“ to engrave the Lord's Prayer upon
a five-cent piece than upon a broad steel
plate, so it'takes more grace to live a
good Christian at home than in public.—
(:nhlcu Rule.

temper when a

S =
| Minard’s Liniment cures Burns, &(‘.
| R

— The most powerful king on earth is
wor-king ; the lazrest, shirking; & very
doubtful king, smo-king ; the most com:
mon king, jo-king; the leanest one, thin-
king: thirstiest one; drin-king, the
slyest, win-king; and the most dangerous,
talking.

-

For Cholera, Cholera Infantum, Sum-
mer Complaint, Cramps and Pains in the
Bowels, there is no remedy that can be
more relied upon than Kendrick's Mix-
ture, for children or adults.

Mrs. Brown of Sydney Mines, testifies that |
On WHS ORT the pit unable to

8 . After using
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. ¥ & and hias been wel 1
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CASH OR FASY TERMS,

| CURE FITS!

THUUSMD\ OF BUIILES
GIVEN AWAY YEARLY,

When 1 say Cure I do not meas
merely to stop them for 3 time, and thet

have them return EAN ARAD’CAL CURE. Ibhave made the discase of Fite,
Epilepsy or Falling llulmo- a life-long study. | warrant my remedy to Cure the
worst cases. Because et.hcrs lun falltd Is no reason for not now receiving a cure. Send st
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ost Office. :mmnotm Y and it will cure
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