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Says It 1s Good t0o Be & Bﬂthh
Soldier:

A St. John, Pensioner of iheﬂid 15th
Regiment Talks to the-Sun.

He Resents Any Suggestion That Tommy
Atkins Has a Hard Lot —Conne-
mara to the Reseue.

“] want to tell you something about
the pay of a British soldier,” said
Thomas Cosgrove to the Sun on Wed-
nesday.

Mr. Cosgrove was a member of the
light company of the 15th Regiment,
that came to St. John at the time of
the Trent affair—in 1862. When the
regiment left St. John he retired on
a ‘pension of a shilling a day, and re-
mained with his family in St. John.
He spent twenty-two years in the re-
giment, having joined it 1n Irelaml in
1846.

“] want to tell you,” said M*r eos- &

grove, “what pay a man born in 2a
Connemara bog got as a private sol-
dier in the British army years ago—
and the conditions are very much bet-
ter now in every way. I want to show
that Tommy Atkins’ lot is not a hard
one, and that the army offers goed
inducements to young men from Can-
ada.”

Mr. Cosgrove then procceded to fig-
ure up the pay he received some ikirty
or more years ago. He got 13d. per
day, and 2d. added. He had four good
eenduct hadges, each good for 1d4. per
day: AS barber for his eompany he
g5t 1d. per month from each of about
one hundred men. He ‘'vas *he best
shot of 'his company-not always—but
when he held that distinction it meant
2d. per day for the year. He also got
ten shillings per month for taking care
of the arms chest. For his wife and
fax ily he got 800 1bs. of bread and 800
1bs. of beef per year, also light and
fuel. If living outside ,of 'barracks
there was a lodging allowance of 4d.
per day. All his clothes were supplied,
He got
two rairs of boots each year. and
three pairs of pants every two years.
The captain of the company always
borght flannels and sometimes extra
fuel for the married soldiers’ families
in winter, and gave each man a pair
of skates; and at Christmas and
Easter there were always prizes for
the c¢hildren, paid for by the officers
out of their own pockets. The profits
of the canteen fund went for the sol-
diers’ benefit. Schooling for the chil-
dren. was f‘ree, with trained teachers
from an Eaglish college. . Books and
paper and ink -were supplied..  Mr.
Cosgrove was a skilful shirt maker,
and derived something  from this
source, making shirts for officers. Any,
man who is a good workman et any.
trade can always-get chances in the
army to turn his Skill to aceotnt; :

Altogether, Mr. Cosgrove figures !t
out that his pay and allowances at the
time he left the army was equal to
at least fifteen dollars a week. And
he was only a private., He had: been
pretty vell round the world, had al-
ways enjoyed life, and was never
called into active warfére. His regi-
msnt came here expecting to fight,
and had before that been ordered to
the Crimea, but in‘'the one case there
wa8 no war, and in the other case,
when the Russzians heard that twelve
hundred wild Irishmen, including the
man from Connemara, were about to
bedet loose at them—they quit. “The
Pifteenth,” said Mr. Cosgrove, fwere
terrors.”

Pointing out some of theadvantages
offered by the army, which are muadh
greater today than in his time, Mr.
Cosgrove said that exgept In time of
war the life was mot bhard. If a man
wanted a week’s furlough to go shoot-
irg or fishing or to visit. friends he
could get it—provided he were a sol-
dier of good conduct. ‘There .was no
uvppishness on the part of the officers
in 'his time. They were always doing
some kindness for the men. Barrack
life was pleasant and harmony pre-
vailed. “There were boeks and papers’
to read, and any man who wanted to
learn weould always find someone able
and willing to teach hi'm. For the in-
telligent, educated young man, the
chances of seeuring a commission were
excellent, and his pay wiculd then be
more and his Tabors less. Mr. Cosgrove:
said he never knew a man who left the
army befors he was entitled to a pen-
sion but reguetted it. :

As to Britain’s treatment of her vol-
unteers, every volunteer at the time of
the Crimean war was given ten sov-
ereigns and a week’s leave ito see his
friends. After ten years, if they staid
in .the servi::e. they got another ten
‘sovereigns’ and e new kit. When the
15th came to St. John the families left
behind were. looked after by the gov-
ernment and by a patriotic fund pri-
vately subscribed. Later, when thcse
families -came out on a tramsport to
Halifax the admiral went on board the
vessel at Cork, gave them in charge of
an officer with strict orders to'report
to him the elightest want of care on
the part of the officers of the vessel on
the way out. Amnd. those families were
cared for with the gpeabest considera-
tion.

“It is something,’” said Mr. Cosgrove,
“if a man goes into aective service, to
feel and know that his taml«ly will be.
looked after.”

Mr. Closgrove was in Cape Town fifty
years ago. South Africa, he says, is
a beautiful country.

“If anyone doubts what I say in

praise of army life,” he said, “let them|
Sergt. Major |

ask Sergt. Nixon, or
Hughes, or Sergt. Lamb. ‘There are
many young men in St. John doing 1it-
tle or nothing, or wearing themselves
out behind counters, who would have
far betber chances of making their
mark if they went into the army.”
Major General Dashwood and Lit.
Col. Maunsell were officers in the 15th
in Ireland in Mr. Cosgrove’s time.
Speaking of the regiment’s exploits
here, he says their mostidesperate deed
was plundering the city of its fairest
daughters. No less than seventeen of-
ficers took wives from $t. John, and

one of them, Capt. Cooper, of the com- }
pany to which Mr. Cosgrove belonged; |-
captured ‘‘the fairest of the fair” inV

.ago I wrote

Brj.ﬂSh goldier over
ud the bon&tlom are

the 3¢/ B, and N. 8.
verg m"lﬁéét Next Month
to“blm the Matter.

Brenuer Emmemon and Provinctal
Sedretary Tweedie have just returned
from Halifax, where they have been
consnﬂm with ®remier Murray and
L Attorney General. Longley of ' Nova
Scotia on the subject of technical edu-
cation.

A proposition has beer made that the
governments of the three maritime pro-
vinces should unite in establishing a
first class school of technology, includ-
ing agriculture, horticulture, mining,
mechanical arts and manual training,
situate 'in some central place, to be
mutually agreed upon. So far as can
be learned the proposition after discus-
sion was favorably regarded by the
members of both governments present,
and it was decided to communicate

of P. E. Island

v of ¥
later aate of representatives of the

giving more daofinife considération to
the whole subjact.

The next meeting between repre-
sentatives of the governments of the
three provinces will be held at Fred-
ericton >r Halifax about the middle of
December.

A Sun reporter had a talk with Pro-
vincial Secretary Tweedie at the Royal
last night relative to the matter. Mr,
Tweedie is of the opinion that the peo-

’ ple will look with favor upon the pro-

position, which he says is one in the
interests of the people. Mr. Tweedie
expressed .. the hope .that the press
would discuss the question, so as to
bring out public opinion generally.

L] — -~
Smith—See Jomes over there, laughing so
heartily? Somebody must have told him a
fuany story.. Brown—More likely Jones told
it himself.

«DOWN BRAKES, AND REVERSE!”

When a train is discovered rushirn
to a frightful collision, it is a thrilli g
instant as the engineer whistles ‘ Down
brakes!’’ and reverses his lever. Brakes
alone are not enough; the whole propell-
ing power of the engine must be reversed
and made to
work in 'the
opposite
d?r% ction.
That is how
it is some-
times with

of disease
a.t such a
%S frightful
pncethatno

prevent dis-
asher There
s lenty of
icimes
whlch ‘act;
merely as breaks to ‘*slow up” the dis-
ease and put off disaster for a little while;
but that isn’t enough. What is needed
is a medicine that will instantly reverse
the entire wasting, degenerating ‘ess,
When people are losing flesh, strength
and vitality, they need Dr. Pierce’s Gold-
en Medical Discovery, which acts directly
upon the vital forces, completely trans-

forming the entire nutritive or, gamsm and

totally reversing the wasting, debilitatin
ss which is at the root of all dxseasesg
It enables the digestive and blood-
g organs to su?ply the circulation
mth an abundance o pure, healthy, red
blood. It stops the wastmg of tlssue
builds up sogg flesh -
healthy nerve-fotce
{“About four years ago I had an attack of
m which left mat and lungs in a
condition,’’ writes Mrs Hartman,

of 300 Harker Street, - Mamgeld Ohio.
““’The doctor said I had disease of the throat
and bronchial tubes. I continued to grow
worse all the time until I had pain in the
u r part of my chest and severe cough,
ch grew worse at night and in the morn-
mg, with expectoration. uite often I
would cough up what seemed to be mattery
scabs, after which I would experience a
bm-mng' and smarting semsation im ' my
throat. I took the doctor’s .prescriptions
without number, but all did not seem to do
me any real gooci At last he told me to tsy
cod liver oil. I took sixteen bottles of the

thén I would be as bad as ever. Next T
tried the extract of malt. I took five bottles,
and not deriving any benefit from the malt,
(I 'was feeling so weak I could hardly get
arotnd) I concluded I would write to your
Institute foradvice. Abouteighteen months
describing my symptoms. I
immediately received an answer advising a
course of treatment, which I began at once.

1 bought five bottles of Dr. Pierce’s Golden
Medical Discovery, and ome bottle of his
‘ Favorite Prescription’ and three of the
‘Pellets.” I began taking the medicines as
directed and immediately began to improve
in every way. I have obtained more lasting
benefit from these medicines than from all
others combined. Indeed Dr. Pierce’s med-
icines have done wonders for me. I enjoy
quite good health and have not taken any
medicine for over six months,’’

Miss Mary Wlntman of Hast Dickinson,
Franklin Co., N. ¥, writes: ‘‘For nearly
ten months I had a. bad cough, and in-
stead of getting better, it grew worse, until
1 was advised a friend to try Dr. Plerce’s
Golden Medi Discovery. I hesitated at
first, for it-seemed ito me nothing would
give relief only death. My parents were
andious ahbout e, and I was said to have

on. I tried your medicines, and
‘before I kadtakenmanydoseltherewas a
great change. When the second bottle was
empty I had no cough and was a great deal

| stronger.”’

Dr. Pierce may be consulted by letter,
free of cost, ueg‘dlrmn him at No. 663
Main Street, o, N.

Onecopyof a good, prachcal medical
‘work is worth m?rgci: a htlw)meptlhan a
mnd works o on. Dr. Pierce’s

Sense Medical Adviser is the
best home medical book extant. It con-
1,008 and three hundred xnus-
 is written in plain, every ({

anguage that any one may understan
mﬂﬂm Homes own copies of ‘it
and6so,oooofthempmd$xsoeachfor
thelr A new and edition
will be given away absolutely FREE. 1f

thirty-one

mra paper cover, send
of customs and xnmlmg only, to the

to cover cost
Medical Association,
‘ French

and experlence a
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Off the East Coast of Afriea on Voyage to
the Cape.

The Northern Whig publishes the
following letter from Liord 'F¥Frederick
Blackwood to his father, Lord Duf-
ferin, giving a vivid and interesting
account of the experiences passed
through during a 'terrific' storm en-
countered on Oect. 10, off the East
Coast of Africa, by S8quadron C of the
9th Lancers in transport:

- “STEAMSHIP WARDHA,
i “Oct. 12, 1899, -

“My Dear Father—I do not really
know where te begin this letter, sueh
exciting and horrible things have hap-
pened since last I wrote to you, 'We
got to Durban all safe and as happy
as larks, on Oct. 9, expécting to dia-
embark and go up %Yo the front im-
mediately. To air ust, however,

we were told fot to land, but to go off
at once to the 4

BT g B il

again, Next morning the sea seemed
falrly calm, and we were all laughing
and joking at the way we were rolling
abcut; You must vnderstand that our
troop Of horzes werse In wooden stalls
on the upper deck. This was my troop,
consisting of thirty-eight troop horses,
together with my own chargers, and
twelve mules.: All the other troops
and their horses were down below be-
tween dacks. ‘Stables’ were at eleven

p. m., when it had begun to get ratker |

rough. However, we still smiled, but
the rolling got worse and worse, and
my horses on the upper deck hegan
te fall ‘down, and we smiled no more.
Every maen was teld to hang on to his
horse, o as'to keep its chest away
from the front board when the animal
was thrown forward by the roll. At
last the rolling became terrific and the
seas enormous. All my itroop were
drenched over and over again; one,
man, a -eorporal; got -washed off his
feet, and was thrown four times with
great violence up and down the deck.
The extraordinary thing was that he
did not break anything. At last the
wooden framework of the stabling be-
gan to crack, and I expected every
minute to see the whole thing collapse
and all my men killed. I then went
te Lund (a captain in the $th Lanc-
ers), and told him that I thought it
was getting dangerous for my men to
stay on any longer, and he gave the
order for No. 1 troop of horses to be
abandoned. Five minutes after that
one entire side of the woodwork gave
way. Two of my chargers and four
others were immediately wushed over-

THE MOST HORRIBLE SCENE

I have ever witnegsed, . The deck was
covered with one: ‘mass of struggling

wholeibeing h rl

the deck and then 3

horribly wounded, most Wwith broken
legs and some with eyes torn out. My
first charger—the oné you gave me,
and the nicest horse I am ever likely
to ihave~was amongst thém, but I

‘managed from a hatchway to get a

shot at her with my révolver, and so
I am glad tosay none of my thrée suf-
fered the torments of hell like the
others. To make a Morg story short,
out of fifty horses and mules on my
deck, only three were saved, two
hcrses, whose stalls had remained in-
tact, and one mule, which had a most
miraculous escape, having been wash-
ed down the hatchway into the. hold
below, and being absolutely unhurt.
Things werz> Hhardly better between
decks below. On ome deck a huge
water-tank broke loose and went hurl-
ing about, killing two horses. On this

account this deck had to te abandoned |

by the men. It was a horrible thing
having to jump this way and that to
avoid horses that kept hurling up and
dovn, kicking  and screaming.. The
arms rack’' gave way, and I was
sent to try and collect the car-
bines. We had managed to stack most
of them when an enormous roll came,
and down they went, rushing from one
side to the other. Luckily we were all
able_to jump on tables, except one
man, who fell among the wreckage,
cutting his head open and laying him
out. All the men down below remain-
ed with the horses till six p. m., when
they were ondered . up, and they. all
huddled in the passages and on the top
of the engine room, shivering and chat-
tering all night with the cold. All my
men had been long since drenched to
the skin, and mot a man got a bite of
food except what we could give them
in ‘the way of a few biscuits. I wish
you could have seen the way the men
behaved.

IT WAS REALLY MAGNIFICENT.

They never thought of letting go of
their horses until they were absolutely
érdered to, though they did not know
when the wooden frame .might give
way. Al thistime, as the ecaptain told
us, the ship was not under control, and
would not steer.” He thought at the
time it was because they had taken out
a lot of her cargo at Durban, and so
lightened her; but the next meorning,
when the sea went down, and she still
would not answer her helm, he had the
rudder examined. and found it was

broken and usscless. It was not very

pleasant’ when the dear old skipper
came down, and informed us that we
were rudierless, and if an easterly
gale sprung up we would go ashore. I
did my best, but I could not eaf much
breakfast that meorning. However,
things turned out better than we ex-
pected, and we are now going five knots
an hour with a jury rudder, and are
getting in the track of ships again,
when we hope to get towed in some-.

where. ‘We are nearing Durban a,gam."

Last night we saw a ship, and sent up
five rockets, but the brute took no neo-
tice. If we go ashore that ship will
have a lot to answer for. Night is now
coming on, and if we get through that
we shall be all right. ‘We are about six
miles from land, and so the danger is
over unless the jury rudder breaks,
and we get washed ashore. It is quite
imposasible to get moody about it with
all the men in such good spirits. The
day of the 10th wes not pleasant, and

1 we had to hoist all the dead horses up

mi‘nver ﬁm%:’%ﬂ@&

y were still a.llve, but.ot the Aqu.aa
ron of 150 horses we have lost ninety
horses and eleyen mul.s. Is it not ap-
palling? When we have got aver: this
a bit, it will ba time "enopgh to think
of what they, will do with ua. Surely

That would bg too cruel. We hape to
remain at Durban until the reserve of
horsss arrive, when they will mount
us and send us to the Capa to join the

has been over thirty years at sea, says
he mever saw such huge waves., I
have an extract from his log which
may interest you: I canaot write more,
All T cam say is that Qet. 10, 1898, will
never he forgotten by the C squadron,
9th Liemcers; mnot if w2 live to be
Methyselahs—Yours affectiongtely,

“FREDERICK BLACKWOOD."
ST. S‘I‘KPHEN
Mr. Ganong’s Trip to the Pacifie
Coast,

And M. Chipm’l Inspection of Mining

39

;&“

_ST. STEPHEN, N. B., Nov. 22,—J. Edwit
Ganong, manager ot the St Croix Soap
Manufdcturing Co., returned last week from
& busidess trip to -the Pacific coast.
Brandon he visited the government ex-
perimental farm and was greatly impressed
with the result® of practical farming there
manifested. The wheat fields of Manitoba
and the greast cattle ranches of Alberta af-
ford wonderful evidence of the great na-
tional resotirces of Canada. - His visit to
Vancouver was made specially pleasant by
gleeting with several eastern people. Harold

Clarke is a member of the firm of Stews
art' & Clarke, ‘'wko carry on a large station-
-ery business, with two stores in Vancouver
and one in New Westminster, They are
on Hastings street, Vancouver, for which
they are f{o pay a réntal of $226 per month.
Ralph 8. Daggett is to have charge of what
is now. their rlnclp'u store.  Elwell De-
Wolfc has a gosmon in a large hard-
ware store. Edwar mith is' employed with
‘the telephone company, and Albert Smith: is
clerking. G. Clayton Leonard is conducting
a_large restatrant business. . Mr. Newtoa
of Grand Manan is proprietor of anothe:
large restaurant. Wm. Vaughan has a good
rogition, and Aubrey Vaughan an excellent
one with a wholesale grocery house. At
New Westminster Mr. Ganong met Fred
Maxwell, who is employed with Gilley Bros.,
sond Roland Benson of Grand Manan, whe
i3 conducting a successful grocery and fisk
‘business.

At Victoria, Mr. Ganong spent two days
~and visited Esquimault, , where five British
warships -were lying. Nelson and Rossland,
with " their' great nining enterprig'
pressed him very strongly lnnipeg
he had the pleasure of listening to a three

ours’ address by Sir Charles Tupper. Mr.

anong reperts an active demand - all
through the west for his soap and confec-

tionery.
Capf. J. D. Chipmdn returned on Saturday
from a tour of inspection of mining prop-
erties in Colorado and California, and with
all of them he is greatly pleased. In San
Juan couen'y,  Colorado, he inspected the
Gold King, American and Anglo-Saxon
group. At the Gold King a forty stamp mill
ie running amd a crusher with a eupnlty of
ore Muglim

‘huckets, wmch car
the cable 125 faet apart. It takes 20. minu'.es
to make the ascent. The towers on the op-

King ps di
1% per cent, and lt is expected soon te g0
to two per cent. This famous mine was
acquired in 1894 by Davis & Soule of Waters
ville and Bosten. It was first thoroughly
developed, and in September, 1891 paid its
first dividend of one per cent. ;Dividends
have been paid monthly since, exce g one
month, when a strike was in prog'rens From
a ten- stamp mill it has grown to.one of
forty, and orders are now being placed for
twenty more. In September last the pro-
prietors purchased the Sampson mine along-
side; ‘'which has . produced.  as_high as
$200000 in ‘a year. The prospects are ex-
cellent, and there is .ore in sight suf-
ficient to keep the mills running for years
to. come. The American mine I8 in the
same mountain, 'and is now b devel-
oped. The tunnel is in 750 feet, 'and they
have crossed four large veins of paying ore,
one being 14 feet wide. It wi e on &
dividend paying basis by next sprlng Suf-
ficient ore is already opened up, in: the tun-
nels and drifts, to keep the mill runnlng for

months.

The Angly-Saxon’ zroup is louted six
miles ' from the others and embraces six
claims and a mill site. The property is
now beiag developed. The tunmel is in
700 " fest and they have crossed four good
leads. One pjece of ore which Capt. Chip-
man obtained here assayed $30 fo the ton
in gold, .silver and copper.. The mine is
yet in its early stages, but there is now
enough ore in sight to run a 25-stamp mill.
The location is one of the best in Colorade,
thedtunnel being within 1500 feet of the rail-
roa

Thege mines are conducted on sound busi-
ress principles, all being fully develqped
before mills were crected. The American
and Gold King mines have just started to
Tun a 600& toot:rtun'%el at atgreat :ﬁ}”}‘: g;
opening other, ge bodies of ore c!

own to exist. When all are on a pro-
ductive basis the company will be one of
the largest “corporations. in Colorado.

At the Anglo-Saxon a large g xntity of
tungsten is being produced for fich there

tion of armof plates and is very valuable.

of stock is owned iIn St. Stéphen and
‘Calais, The investment is a very. tortunate
ove for the. holders. . The in’
Gold ng was first offered to
at a lower figure. - It' ‘1§ now /Selling &
$2.50 and ‘will soon' 20 ‘to $2.75..

Capt. Chipman also visited the Jackson
Sabe View mine at Sundy, Mono coun
California. = This mine is owned princi y
by Calais’ -and St ‘Stephen ple, the
late . Hen. F. Pike and ‘the | late
Freeman H. 'I‘odd being the to
hold of it. = It  has been :in ration (or
eighteen yéars, but has mot
cessful as the properties in Col '!‘he
company has just built a cyanide pldn
a eapacity of 100 tons per day the pur-
pose of working up the tailings'and have
a_ten stamp mill running. ‘s

It is a very valuable mine, and, with an
increage in the stamp capacity and ot.her
improvements, is expected to be put on a
good paying basis at once. There is u
!arge deposit of ore, some of which runs as
high as $100 per ton.

TO CURE A COLD IN ouhur
Take Laxative Bromo Quinine 'rnuu.
All druggists refund the money g it tails to
cure. 26¢c. B. W. Grove's re is on
each box. 1308

SHOT HIS FATHER.
Rlijah Moore Confesses to Killing Rev.
Jesse Moore.

DEXTER, Mo., Noy. 21.—Elijah Moors,

for the assassination of his father, the Rev.
Jesse Moore, made a full confession Mon-
day, in which he implicated hig 15-year-old
sister, Mary. Later, he amended his con:
fession by exonaating the girl.
};he day the boy was indicted by the grand

Young Moore says he planned the assas-
sination two weeks previous to its commis-
sios. His father, he says, was cruel to his |
family and allowed hls children no pleas- ;
ures.

‘The boy got up at 3 o’clock in th morn-
ing, shot father by moonlight, hu
the gun up in a rack on the front porch an
went back to bed.

Children’ Cry wfor

they will not send us back ta Bombay. {

other two sguadrons. The captain, who |

is great demand. It is used in the produc-
St.” John people’ are very largely interest:
in these mines and a consid amount.

pubnc.
at fifty cents per share and some Wwas bought:

twith-

aged 19, who has been held under suspicion’

Later in

8y oW, _Steevens, Cmespmdut
of the London Mail. :

. The Second Letter from South Africa, Dated
Stomberg Junetion. Qstober 10th,
~

The wind screama down from the
naked hills on to the little junction sta-
tion. A platferm with dining room
;and telegraph office, & few corrugated
iron sheds, the station master’s cor-
rugated iron bungalow—and thére is
nothing else of Stormberg but veldt
and kopje, wind and sky. Only these
last days there has sprung up a little
patch of white tents a quarter of a
mile from the station; and about them
mave p:en in putties and khaki. sig-
nal ffags blink from the rises, pickets’
with fixed bayonets dot the ridges,
mounted men in couples patrgl plain
and dip and slope. Four combanies
ot the -Berkshire Regiment and . tho
olinted Infantry gectlon—-la il th g
may csunt 400 mén. Fifty miles north
is the Orangs River, and beyond it,
maybe by now this side of il,” thou-

'ﬁ S L0 )

f &uwmminﬁé&w\ ock
1 have been travelling something over
foity hours in South Africa, put it
might just- as well be a minute or a
lifetime. It is a minute of experience
prolonged to a lifetime. South Africa
is a dream—one of thcse dreams in
which you live years im the instant of
waking—

A DREAM OF DISTANC’E

Departing from Capetown by night,
I awoke in the Kerroo. Between nine
and six in the morning we had made
less than a hundred and eighty miles.
Now we were climbing the vast desert
of the Karroo, the dusty stairway
that leads on to the highlands of
South Africa. Once you have seen one
desert,, all the others are like it; and
vet onze you have loved theé desert,
each is lyveable in a new way. In the
Karroo you seem to be going up a
winding ascent, like the ramps trat
lead to an Indian fortress. You are
ever pulling up d@n incline between
nills, making for a corner round oné
of the ranges. You feel that when you
gt round that cormer you will at Jast
see something; you arrive and only
see another incline, two more ranges,
and another corner—surely this thme
with. something to arrive at bevond.
You arrive and -arrive, and once more
you arrive—and before you once more
you see the same vast nothing you are
coming from.

Bélieve it or not, this is the very
charm of a desert — the unfenced
emptiness, the space, the freedom, the
unbroken arch of the sky. It is for
ever fooling you, and yet you for ever
pursue it.  And then it is only to the
eye that eannot do without green that
the Xarroo is unbeautiful. = Every
other colour meets others in “harmony
—tawny . sand, sﬁver-grey scrub, crim-"
son-tufted . flowers like heather, black
ribs, of rock, puce shoots of screes, vio- |
Jet mountains in the middle
horizon. And abeve all broods the
intense purity of .the South African:
ezure—not a colored thing, like ~the
plants and the hills, but sheer color

EXISTING BY AND FOR TFI'SELF.

It is sheer witching desert for five
hundred mfles, and for.aught I know
five hundred miles aifter that. At the
rare stations you see perhaps one cor-
rugated-iron store, perhaps a score of |
little stone housés with a couple of
churches. The land carries little en-
ough stock—here a dozén goats brows--
ing on tke withered sticks goats love,-

supercilious heads in air, wheeling like
a troop of cavalry and trotting out of
the stink of that beastly train. Of
men, nothing—only here at the bri

a couple of tents, there at the culwv:

a black man, ‘grotesque - in sombrero
and patched trouseérs, loafing hands in.
pocket, .lazy: pipe in mouth. The last
man in the world—yet what he meant
and nothing else. @Qn the line from
Cape Town—that single track through
five hundred miles ‘of desert—hang
Kimberley and Mafeking and Rhode-
sia; it‘runs through Dutch country,
and the black man was there to watch
it.

War—angd war sure enough it was. A
telegram at a tea bar, a whisper, a
gathering rush, an electric vibratiom—.
and all the station and all the train
and the very niggers on the dunghill
cutside knew it. War—war ‘at last!
Everybody had predicted it—and now
everybody gasped  with amazement.
One man broke off in & joke about kil-
ling  Dutchmen, and could only say,
“My God—my God—my God!”

I too was lost, and lost I remain.
‘Where was I to go? -+ What was I to
do? My small
confined tc wars you could put your
fingers on; for this war I have been
looking ever since, and have not found
it. T have been accustomed to: '~
WARS WITH A HEADQUARTERS,

and a concerted plan; but tihds war in
Cape Colony has neither,

It could not have. If you look at the
map you will see that the Transvaal
and Orange Free State are waill but
lapped in tha red of British territory.
That would be ite ‘our advantage were
our fighting force superior or équal or |
even not much inferior to that of the
‘enemy. ' In a general way it is an ad-
vantage to -have your frontier in the
form of a re-entrant angle; for then
you can strike on your enemy’s flank
and threaten his communieations. That
advantage the Boers & possess against
Natal, and that iS.why Sir .George
White has abandoned Laing’s Nek and
Newcastle, and holds the line of the
Biggarsberg; ©ven so the Boers might.
conceivably get between him and his
. base. The same advantage we should
possess . on this western side of the
theatre of war, except that we are so
heavily out-numbered, and have adop-
ded no heroic plan of abandoning the
indefensible. ‘We have an irregular
force of mounted infantry at Mafe-
. king, the Loyal North Lancashire Re-

giment at Ximberiey, the Munster

Fusiliers at De Aar, half the Yorks

shire Light Imfantry at De Aar, half

. the. Yorkshire Reciment at Naauw-.

! poort—do ot try to pronounce it—and

i the, other hailf here at %, The
| Northumberlands—the Fight-

famous
'lng Fifth—came crawling up behind '

.m.mun.nndmww heumgv.r- i

mndsotﬁﬁ)edmﬁmmteﬁw«u ;

“cares.

M 3
blue fairy battlements guarding the

"there a.dozen: ostriches, high-stepping,’}

-existence it has been.a

_the lists. Net ten per cent. of

three years after the pmvmc:qa

poort or De Aar. Toial: say, 4,100
infantry, of ‘whom some 600 mounted;
no cavalry, ne field guns. The Boer
force. available again:. these isolated
positions might be very reasonably
put at 12,000 mounted infantry, with"

"PERHAPS A SCORE OF GUNS.

Mafeking and Kimberley are fairly
well garrisoned, with auxiliary volun-
teers, and may ‘hold their own; at any
rate, I have not been there and can
say nothing about them. But along
the southern border of the Free State—
the three railway junctions of De Aar,
Naauwpoort, and Stormberg—our posi-
tion is very dangerous indeed. I say
it freely, by the time the admission
reaches England at may be needed
to explain failure, or pleasant to add
lustre to success. I2 the Army Corps
were in Africa which is still in England
this position would be a splendid one
for it—three lines of supply from Cape
Town, Port
don, and three converging lines of ad-
vance by Norval's Pont Bethulie, and
Alhwal North, But with tiny forces of

Half, o battalton 1n frant und po sup-

port behind—nothing but long’ um of
‘rallway ‘with ungareisoned portd huns

[ dreds of miles at the far end of them

—it is vegy dnugerous, There are at this
moment no %r& nearer than ¥Wng-
; eh..t’;; Mn‘ down

.patch of wmte tents by the, station?
The Joss of any one means the loss of
land connection between western and
eastern provinces, a line open into the
heart of Cape :Colony, and mnothing to
resist an invader short of the sea.

It is  dangerous—and yet nobody
There is nothing to do but wait
‘—for the Army Corps that has not yet
left England. Even today—a -day’s
ride from the frontier--the war seems
hardly real. All wil be done that man
can do. In the meantime the good lady
of the refreshment room says “Dinrier?
There’'s been twenty-one today and
dinner got ready for fifteen; but you're
welcome to it, such as it is, We must
take things as they come in war-time.”
Her children play with their cats "in
the passage. The rgilway man busies

himself about the new triangles and

sidings that are to be laid dewn against
the ' begianing of December for the
Army Corps that has not yet ieft Eng-
land. G. W. STEDVENS..

FRANCHISE ACT.
Sir Wilfrid and His Ministers Heastly
Sick of the Mess They Are In.

Ever Since the Pment Act Has Becn in Ex~
istance, It Has Been a Source of
Worry and Annoyance.

OTDAWA, Nov. 22.—If there be one
plank in: the liberal c\mvenuon‘i plat-
t,orm adomed a,t orwwa.‘:ln m ot

are hea.rtll:r sick, it 1 is tha:t reh.ﬂngw %o
the Frranchise act. When at Ottawa A.
G. Jones presented his resohiion in

1 favor of a reversion' to the provinecial
| franchise, 'he had mueh'to say about

the heavy expenditire which the fed-
eral franchise act ‘entailed both to the
treasury and' to the political parties.
He poinhed out that it had been ‘the
mneans of’preventing young voters from

exeércising ‘their natural rights to the -

franchise, and that it had failed to se-

‘¢ure ‘uniformity. . Conversely, when the

liberals came linto power and the pro-
vincial franchise was adopted all these

alleged abusés would be wiped away—

everything' would go on swimmingly.
The young ‘men' would get on the

‘voters’ ‘iists, and the expenseto politi-

cal wparties. .would be practically  mil.
1 But have ithe 'sanguine ‘hopes of . the
‘liberals been realized? jot. much,
Ever since the present act | been: in
.of worry
and annoyance. - The ﬁgne of the clerk
of the crown in c.hamery.'issaken up
targely these days wn&th;g ‘beseech-
ing letters to muni ties in
Ontario. asking them to huwy . with
e lists
from the premier, provhde ha.ve yet
been received here, and the prospect of
getting theny seems to be remote, Were
parliament, through adventitious cir-
cumstances, o be. mawed tomorrow,
there would be nothing Jeft for ths gov-
ernment than to buy copies of the lists
from the municipal authorities, or else -
farm out the printing of them to coun-
try printers., But this i1s by no means
the worst feature of the situation. In
the province of Outario, and _presum-
ably in other provinces where manhood

suffrage prevails, thare is special ma- .

chinery for enrolling the mnhood suf-

experience has. been | fre

at any rate to wars with ‘a main body | ho

of a pmlncm house of

four years, there will beno gmmlen-

rollment > manhood suffrage voters
except at the end of each q‘un.th-enniu
period. s\;ppossn-g, themerore a fed-
eral election takes placé uytwoor
élec-
tion in Ontario.. Fhis is an eventuality
which is likely to four

out of five. Bither 3

ernment would have to ¢

ery. for enrolling the

& ve to accept
either one horn or the dther They do
not like etthal'. but they cannot escape
from the inevitable. = It is the difficulty
ahead which makes ministers wish they
h&g never t{ouched the oontounded*
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