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IN BANTA CLAUS LAND,

BY ADA STEWART SHELDON,
Ot all the busy people,
This busy Christmas-tide,
None works Jike Mre, Santa Claus
For days, and nights beside,
The good old Saint, her husband,
- Has so much now to do,
If Mrs, Claus did not take hold
He never would get throogh.

The home is bright and cheery,
They call it *‘Reindeer Hall,”
And icicles do thatch the roof,
And icebergs form the wall.
The North 8tar bright aud sbiaing
Givss all the light they need, ,.
For “How to Climb a Chimney,
TIs the only bock they read.

They’ve dolls in every corner,
They've dolls on all the chaire,
Pited high on every cupboerd-shelf.

And way up the front staira,
Bout not a stitch of clothing,
Oa any cau be sgen,
Old Saunta Claus is nice, but he
Can’t eew on a machine.

Mprs. Cleus is working
Oa petitcoats and eacks,
And there are lots of shiris to make
For all the jamping-jacks;
And long clothes for the babies,
And hats and caps snd capes,
Then all the dreases must be cut
In fashionable shapes.

Right on the fire a kettle
" Boile, and makes such & noise !
The lid pops up; how good they smell—
Those lemon-candy toys !
Such lota of candy cooking !
Such stacks of chocolate nice !
The kitchen is a sticky place—~
85 sticky—but so nice !

The reindeer must he harnessed,
The toys packed in the sleigh;
And-Santa Claus wrapped up in furs
To ride so far away.
Then Mrs. Claus he kisses,
And says, *'I don’s believe,
My dear, that I can get back home
‘fill nearly New Yeaxr’s eve,”

And then away he dashes,
While Mre, Claus did call,
*Ba very careful how you climbj
“T’ll worry lest you fall !’
And Santa Claus seys, smiliog,
“I pever in my life
Could do so much for boys and girls
Without so good a wife I” |
—Independent.

“AGAMEMNON.”
By Anpa Eichberg.

‘Charity, Agamemnon Mow, am a beauti-
ful ting;’ and Mammy Mow dumped a great
gingham bundle on the floor, and sitting
down on the old rocking chair with her black
hands spread on her knees,she gazed thought-
fully at her son, Agamemnon, aged seven,
who was nursirg the baby. ‘Charity he
cover a multitood ob sins; d’you hes: dat,
Agamemnon?”’

‘Whereupon Mrs, Mow opened the bundle
while her son watched her with great agita.

tlon, which he manifested by holding the
baby up-side down,

Agsmemnon was euch a small darky, and
the baby was 80 big that the division of labor
seemed unfair,

‘Agamemnon, what you doin’ wid dat
angel slater ob yourn?' his mother asked re-
proachfully,

Agamemnon, suddenly aware that ten
little bronze toes were wriggling in the alr,
where one woolly head should have been,
made a mighty effort and turned her right
slde up, then tock a long breath, his burden
smiling placidly meanwhile, for Rosalba was
nothiog if not good-natured,

‘Bress her sweet heart, and put dis on her
head, Agamemnon,’ Upon which the ever-
smiling Rosalba was orowned with an anclent
poke bonnet, which Mammy had plcked up
in some dusty garret.

Mrs, Mow did ‘chares’ for a living, and
from the varlous honses she ‘cleaned’ she
gathered those strange garments in which
they were all arrayed. .

‘See yere,fAgamemnon,” she crled, and
fondly held up a palr of shabby trousers.
‘Dem’s ole massa’s, he telled me he wear
’em when he go courtin’ misgis, Mighty hig

ity,’ ehe added with a sigh, ‘he hab si$ &0
gard on dem. Dat am de waistcoat, an’-dis
are de coat an’ dis am a cap for yowrAga=
memnoo,’ whereupon he was e/x}ﬂ/g“l‘llﬂhed
beneath a fur cap with a visop~

“Now I'se got some tipg-else, Just you
guess what it am !’ siie eald in trlumph
and hid something 22" the shadow of the old
ooa$,

Agamemnon’s eyes glowed in the depths

of his far cap. /

‘It's & watermelion,’ fie shouted, and at
the name of her hvorl;a'diah the baby jolned
in with a fat equeal, /

‘Tomorrow am £hris’mas, an’ de water-
melions, dey ain’t‘Jes’ ripe yet, Bat I’splaia
to de gard’pef de ’cesslty of hurrying dem
up» "&’" and he’s a berry ’bliging gen’le.

*Mammy retorted,

map
gamemnon’s eyes nearly started out of
his head. He lifted the tails of the anclent

coat he wore, and prepared ‘to attack the
mystery when Mrs. Mow held up—a chick.
en, Agamemnon had little experience in
chickene, but instinct told him that this
was a fine bird, combining the mnoble pro-
portions of mature,years and the tendercess
of infancy. ~He howled with rapture and
considerately pushed back Rosalba’s bonnet
20 that she also “could share in the gemeral
joy.. And that wasn't all, Mammy drew
out a huge loaf of hread, a portly cabhage
whose hard heart wan a virtue, a quart bag
of oranberrjer,; and then, Oh, rapture ! a
newspaper parcel ‘bursting~with doughnuts
2o warm still and so greasy that. they ap.
peared fo dissolve in thelr own richném,.
‘Ole masa’r tell de cook to gib dem to me;
oos & am Chris’'mas, bress his heart!
Charity am a beautiful ting! It am a bress.
i b, you  little nigger.’,
her reflections  and
w that was absently
houts, ‘Dls am
Yottl’ g0 out ob doors an’

sparsely settled that Mammy’s shanty seem-
ed have tumbled down there by accident,
Over the way were fields rich in thistles,
rocks, posters and goats.

The next day being Christmas, Mammy,
to do credit to the ccoasion, scrubbed
Rosalba until she looked like polished ebony,
while Agamemnon suffered such tortures in
a pail combined with yellow soap, that he
declded to enllst a& a pirate as soon as
Rosalba could walk. In the mean time his
spirits were depressed i hat only the recollec-
tion of the chicken could sooth him, Mam-
my having scoured ber family proceeded to
array herself in untold splendor, and as she
was thrusting a part of her great black hand
In a yellow kid glove, she thus addressed her
80on :—

‘“I’'se a going down fo a pralze meetin’ at
Ebenezer ggapel. Agamemnen, Just you
keep dat baby clean, an’ if I come home an’
finds a spec ob dirt on dat chile, I'll just
spank you blue, I has invited Uacle Spooner
to dine wid us hiah after de meetin’, cause
dat ain’s ebery day dat he eat such a chicken
ag dis one,”

So she departed and left Agamemnon in a
lowness of spirits deepened by a surrepti-
tious contemplation of the chicken,

He knew Uncle Spooner's appetite from
painful experience, and it would be unneces-
sarily aggravated by much shouting in the
chapel. Whichever way he calculated, the
erd was equally unsatisfactory. It Uncle
Spooner began with the neck of the fowl and

ate his way down the most delicate calcula- |.

tion would firove that only a scaly drum.
stick could remsain for Agamemnoa. Qa the
other hand, supposing Uacle Sposser began
at the tall, it was a self-evident fact $nac
only the neck would be left, which part
Agamemnon knew to be a mockery and a
delusion, Therefore was he plunged in
gloom,

Extioguished under the fur cap and stag.
gering under Rosalba, he leaned mournfully
agalnst the fence, Christmas had loet its in-
terest for him, and not even the contempla-
tlon of the goat taking a light refresbhment
off & tomato can could bring a smile to his
lips. At that moment a dilapidated stranger
sauntered down theroad. He wan terribly
out atelbows, but he was extremely cheer=
ful and ready for conversation,

‘Hallo, you little niggers, how do you do?'
he remarked genially as the two black in-
fants stared at him from the sheltersfa
Eroken-dowu fence, The Infant with the

onnet smiled generoudy, while the other
“l?l with deep gloom that he was pretty
well.

‘That’s your sister, I guess,’ the atranger
continued, leanlog over the fence and tick-
ling Rosalba’s fat chin with the dingy end of
a olay pipe,

‘Please let dat chile alone, sar. She done
been,olenned up fo’ today, cos’ it am Christ-
mas,

‘So i Is! I'd nearly forgotten. She
don’t look as if she ever suffered from hun.

ger.

‘She don’ be hungry jls’ yet,’ Agamemnon
plped up shrilly,

The stranger leaned a little more heavily
on the fence,

*‘Would you believe it, sonny,’ he sald
with much emotion, ‘I have eigh$ of them
young things nt home, not one of ’em older
than her, and-they’re all hungry.’ .

Agamemnon gazed at the unhappy father
with some compasslon, He knew how Ro-
salba yelled when she was hungry, and he
rapldly multiplied the noise by eight.

‘Why don’ you gib ’em someting to eat?’

‘Cos’ I alnt got nothing, What's your
name?’

‘Agamemnon Mow,’

‘Agamemnon, I ain’t ate anything myself
for four days,” Whereupon he mopped hia
face with the remnant of a red handkerchief.
‘Perhaps your ma'il glve me zomething, see-
ing its Christmas,’

‘She’s gone to Ebenezer chapel, an’ dere
ain’é nobody in ’cept me an’ de baby, First
dere is a pralse meetlog, an’ den dere are—
chicken,’ and young Agememnon sighed,

‘Well, guees I'll go in and get a glass of
water anyway, it’s better 'n nothing,’ and
the stranger strolled in, followed by Aga-
memnon and the baby,

¢ 'Pears like you might be a tramp, sir,’
Agamemnon suggested politely, as the other
sank into Mammy’s favorite chair.

‘It’s what some call me, particularly police-
men, Bat doo’t you be "afrald, you little
nigger, T won’t hursyou.’

‘I aln’t noways ’fraid,” Agamemnoa re-
torted, and-then added, coming nearer, ‘is
dey ber’y hucgry ?’

*Who ?' the forgetful parent demanded,

‘De eight.’

‘Oh yes, t'besure! Awful! I leff ’em
howling.’

‘Guess dey’d like something to eat.’

‘Ot course they would, darkey,’

Agamemnon paused, reflected, and then,
like all great characters, declded without
delay, Charlty was a beautifulthing, Mammy
had sald so, and rather than Unole Spoon.
er, why the famished eight should eat that
chicken,

‘If you jlis’ hole dat baby a minit I done
fetch suffin’ fo’ dem,’ he said resolutely.

The ever-amiling Rosalba was transferred
to the tramp and Agamemon disclosed the
treasures of the cupboard,

There stood the noble loaf of bread as a
solid background; the chicken hung by ita
yellow legs, the egox'tly face of the cabbage
absolutely seemed to smile, and the cran-
berries glowed like garnets, As for the
doughnuts, well 1t wae a torture to part
with them, but Agamemnon was reckless
and resolved, Asif to make the ways of
ain easy, vnderneath etood Mammy’s market
basket,

‘Guesr I'll put de tings in hiah, but you
done bring dat batket back fo’ shuaah, Dem
chillen won’t ory no more, sah,’ he said as
the visitor departed,

As that gentleman disappeared down the
street he passed a gorgeoun colored lady, ea-
corted by fat old darkey in an anclent$ silk
hat and a stupendous collar, ’

‘Well, I do declar’, *Uncle Spooner,’ she
sald to her escort, ‘ef dat gen’leman ain’t got
a basket jeo’ like mine! Howebber as I done
emark, der am a' chicken a$ home what I

wa_to be tender! - Dere am a cabbage
what’ll i’ melt In your mouf, Uncle Spoon-
er! Der am doughnuts jis’ full ob eas.
Der am cranberries—O gracious!’ - Mammy
ejaculated at Joss “for adjectives,  ‘Dere am
nuffin to- bgautifal like oharlty,’ she cons
cluded joyfully as they reached the gate, ..

*‘An’ how am de heslf ob* Agamemnith an’

ed the baby’s
mmenon’s fur

1 dis oder est chile ob ’%{ Mrs, Mow?'
gn

Undle Spooner asked, and
woolly m. i ed

cap over. ing {
ul joy filled Agamemnon’s soul,

, the bum]l!:l ohicken was not destined
for Uncle Spooner, He rejolced o $hink of
the hungry eight, Besides, had not Mammy
dlstinctly said charity is a beautiful $hing?

a8 & window and carefully

‘I'se done come stralght back an’ cook’'dat
dinner, Uncle Spooner,’ cried the unsuspect-
ing Mammy,

Agamemnon watched Uncle Spooner pry
into the nocks and cerners, and he observed
his start of surprise when on opening the
famillar cupboard he found it empty.

‘Hob your ma any udder ’ceptacle for the
victuals,” he asked anxlouely.”

Agamemnon pretended not to hear. He
felt nervous, He began to fear that his
charity, being diluted charity, might go
wrong. g

Mammy just then came down in a gorge-
ous new turban, She amiled until you gounld
eee all her greas white teeth. She skipped
to the oupboard and flung it open in triomph,
Then ehe stared, rolled her eyes wildly,
gasped and screamed. The beautiful Christ.
mse dinner had disappeared.

Unole Spooner turned ash color from dis-
apointment,

‘Agamemuon |’

The culprit bad disoreetly bidden behind
an ash barrel in the front yard. He was a
prey to doubt and remorse,

He dared not- disobey.
He appeared,

‘mer am dat dinner gone to, you black
nigger.’

I—-I'—

‘What ¥’

‘I—I—gib it to—a gen’lemat,’

Masmmy made a dive for him, bat he used
Rosalba as a shield,

‘Gib dat dinner away ?’

‘He say dey was all 3o hungry—eight ob
’em—no bigger den Rosalba,” Agamemnon
sobbed,

‘Jes' you come hiah, I's gwine to’—

‘Mammy, you say 1t am beautifal to give
things away,” Agamemnon pleaded, but in
bis secret gounl he knew that diluted charity
is a fatlare.

Mammy gaeped, grabbed the baby, drop-
ped it in the air spparently,and then clatch-
ed her son by the sent of his patched velve-
teen breeches and laid him over her knee,

‘Uncle Spoorier, der am an ole slipper In
de cupboard; jes’ glm me dat, dere aln’t
nuffin elee dere.’

Agamemuon wailed snd Mammy wielded
the slipper,

*Charity am a beautiful ting, you darkey,
bat he dooe begin to home, Agamemnon,
don’ you nebber forgit das.’

‘Some one knocked at the kitchen door,
but as no one paid any attention a dilaple
dated head looked in and observed the aitu-
ation. It was the parent of the elghi hungry
children,

‘Oh I say, old 1ady,’ he crled, ‘heré’s your
dioner. I guess that’s what you are wallop-
ing him for, I've broughs it back.’

‘So dav’s you,” mammy exclaimined, re.
leasing Agamemnon,

*Yes, but I thought better of it, 1 kind'er
guessed how it would end for that eng-glng
little nigger of yours. And, to tell the trath,
he added with an agreeable smile, ‘the
viotuals being mostly raw, wounld get heavy
on my digestion, my French cook’s off on a
vacation, So says I to myself, ‘bring them
viotuals back and they’ll invite you to din.
ner after they’re cooked.’’

Mammy flew at the baskets, i

‘They’'re all there, mum, excepting a
doughnut or twoe-~and the chicken’s a very
fine chicken, Taln’t every gentlemian wonld
have done as much, I think, wam, you
sald I conld stay and welcome—séelpg 1t’s
Christmas,’

¢Seelng it’s. Chrie'mas yeu kin stay,’
Mammy cried, rejolcing over her recovered
freasures,

‘Hiah, Agamemnon, hish am a doughnut,
an’ you kin set on de cushfon today., Bat
dere’s one ting don’~ you nebber forgit, you
little nigger, Charity he done always begin
to home,’

He crept along.

Acadians and Their Fuatare.

(*pecial Correspondence to Yarmouth Times, Dec 14.)

V. A. Landry, formerly inspector of schools
in the province of New Brunswick, but now
business manager of the Courrier des Provinces
Maritimes—a paper pablished in Bathurst, N.
B,, in the interest of the French Acadians—
has been among us for a fow days, and has
been addreesing his compatriots g the subject
of education and patriotiem. ~$l:hough not
previously acquainted with Mg Landry, he
has mef with a cordial welcom§ from the in.
habitants of our village. He hg§d previously
made a lengthy stay in P. E. Island, where he
addressed the French people on the same sub-
jeots which will occupy his attention while
with us, There he met with an en-
thusiastic reception. In Mr, Landry’s ad-
dress in our neighborhoocd, on Thursday,
after a brief sketch of the past history of the
Acadians, he considered the position they oc-
cupy at pregent, their numbers, their relation
with regard to the English; their desire to re.
main faithfal British subjects—though they
cannot forget the sufferings endured by their
forefathers, Here the speaker gave a graphio
and pathetic picture of the dispersion and con-
sequent misery endured by the Frenoch Acadi-
ans, as 80 well'described by Longfellow in his
“Evangeline,” Although their descendants
could not forget this,they were not lezs loyal to
the Queen and government under whose pro-
tectivn they were,and who wers not responsible
for the wrong committed in the past, Mr,
Landry then spoke at length of the great
and paramount importance of ."gédacation and
temperance, ard coogratulated them on the
absence of any shops for the sale of liquor in
the vicinity, showing that temparance prevail-
ed here, He then considered the importance
of retaining their own language—la belle langue
de nos peres—and teaching it to theie children.
Also of preserviog their French names, which
were 80 often corrupted into Epglish form, as
though sny 'Froper same could properly be
trapslated. The twn Jangusges of modern
civilization—the = Easglich end French
should go hand in  hand this
great Dominion of ours. He then
touched on the subject of emigration, show-
ing how im ant it was for Acadia’s sons to
remain at home tilling the sofl, fertilized by
the blood of their ancestors, and performing
the duties which lay nearest them, instead of
secking a precarious livelihood smong strangers,
where they were obliged to undergo more toil
-ng‘ hardship with less remuneration in the
en

“We wish to _return our sincsre* thanks,”
wmm‘nm e
5 who_ broke
into our residence night befde last under the
im; _that he was the crib of
the druggist who lives next de .“dﬂohhenhnd
remo boot;
setting them dtwn on the figor, '.l‘othkol::
cumstance, and to the fact that we saw him
come in, we are indebted fox the first pair
of boots we have had in ten years, %a he
o of b ot mage o o s P
ont o and e our
and then went back to bed and fell asleep.
How long he was in the house we do not know,

but the presumption is that when he went | dra

away he took the old boots, They have been

m’fvudmudm was nothing else

WAS McMUTT INNOCENT ?

An Old Murder Trial Eevived.

REPORTED DEATH BED COXFESSION OF THE MAN
‘WHO KILLED JOHR YEALCH,

Oo July 2ad, 1875, John Yealch, an Aus.
trian, was murdered below Partridge lalnnd.
and for that ctime George McNutt was tzied,
found guilty, and sentsnced to be hanged, The
sentence was commuted to imprisonment for
life and after serviog some years in' Dorchester
penitentiary, his health breaking down,

he whs pardoned in February, 1880, McNuit
then went to his brother’s home in the country
and aftearwarde went to the United States,

It is now stated by Capt. Thornton of Port-
land, that about a year sgo the Protestant
chaplain of a Liverpool infirmary published a
card stating that one Johm Dunn, on his
death.bed in the iofirmary, desired him to
make it public that he was the man who mur.
dered a sailor named Yealch, near the harbor
of St Jobn in 1875, Esquitiss have so far
failed to find corroborative evidence of the pub-
lication of the card, but there are some facts
connected with the statement which give it a
certain degree of probability, Thete was a
sailor hailing from Liverpool by the name of
Dunn or Dean on the veesel at the time ot the
murder, and he was by many suspected of hav-
ing committed the foul deed, for which Mec.
Nutt was found guilty., The case, according
to the reports published at the time,was a very
complicated ome. A skstch of the chief inci-
dents in connection with the arrest and trinl
of McNutt will, in view of the above report,
be of interest,

THE MURDER.

The new ship King Ceolric, built by J. K.
Danlop for Mesers, Vaughan & Co., of Liver.
pool, G. B., salled from St. John on Friday,
July 2ad, for Liverpool, Oa the Sed she put
back to near Partridge Ielund, in consequance
of the maraer of John Yealch, an Austrian,
ope of the crew, while cff the coast of Nova
Scotia. Acting on Captain Berry’s informa-
tiop, the police proceeded to the vessel and
there arrested the entire crew, copeisting of
Wm, Munford of Newport, Chas, E. Hay of
8t. John, Jas. Doyle of Waterford, Fred.
Freeman of Boston, Thos. Hackett of New-
foundland, Lois Joseph of Belgium, Peter Con.
nolly of Liverpool, Wm. Gallagher of Fiush.
ing, L. Gustave of France, John Carnaer of
France, John Dale of Liverpool, Jas. Whalen
of New Ocleans, Jobn Higgins of Philadelphia,
W. H. Manning of Dublin, George McNutt of
8¢, John and H, J. Hatch of Maine,

AN INQUEST

was held by Coroner Rigby and Jurors John
Swift, John R. Parker, Henry O. Black,
Harris Allan, Wm, McArdrews, Geo, Carr
snd Wm, J, Adams,

The evidence showed that there had been a
general row among the sailors,who were nearly
all drunk; that the deceased had been stabbed
below his left eye with a knife, the blade pene-
trating to a distance of three inches and being
80 firmly fixed in the wound that one wjitness
testified he had to grab hold of the wounded
man’s head and steady it while he with great
difficulty pulled out the weapon. ‘‘As it was
pulled out the man turned and trembled and
drew a deep breath.,” No one saw the blow
struck and at the inquest no one sppeared to
know anything about the affair except Mec.
Nutt, : ; .

M'NUTT'S STORY

was as follows: Ilive in St John, It ismy
hpme. For the last 12 or 13 years I have fol-
lowed the sea. Bhipped on King Oeolric, We
left on Friday morniog. I was working. We
were all pretty well in liquor; the whole of us
on board ship, I saw & row commence on
deck between an Italian sailor and a ssilor like
myself. Do not know his name. He called
himseli Peter Connolly, The Italian
who was fightipg was mnot the one
who was Lilled. I went to take
Connoliy’s part in the row. I took some part
in the row, but it was quieted by the officers.
I then went into the forecastle and saw a man
run in, When I went in a man named Galla-
gher was there and this other man came after
me, I saw him jamp at 8 man in his bunk and
make a plange with his hand, and afterwards
saw the koife eticking in the mian’s forebead,
He ran out and I ran aft and told the captain
there was a man murdered in the forecastls. I
did not know the men who wasstabbed, The
man who was carried on deck was the man I
saw him strike., I do not .know the namse of
the mas who stabbed him.

+ » » Mpyknife was taken away before
the row, It was whiskey that was doing the
fighting,

John Duun was pointed out by McNutt as
the guilty party, and John Gallagher testified
that he saw McNutt tryiog to stop a man from
stabbing the sailor who was killed,

FRED FREEMAN

testified he had hesrd McNutt and Connolly
say that the young fellow had driven his knife
into Yealch, Duon was in bis bunk druck,
but said, ‘it don’t meke any difference if
half a dozen sailors are killed, I want to go to
Liverpool.” By the young fellow they meant
Dann,

Wm, Mounford swore, however, that when
he taxed McNutt with it he replied, *‘Idid
not want to hurt the fellew, but could not
help it.”

On the 7th July, the coroner’s jury returned
a verdict of wilful murder against George Mec-
Nutt, Peter Connolly and John Gallagher. Oa
August 10th, the trial of the three prisoners
began before

JUDGE FISHEB,

who in charging the grand jury said the evi.
dence was very oonteadictory, and that the
chief testimony agains{ the prisoners was their
own admissiony, .

The attorney general argued that it was im-
possible for Dunn, who was drunk in his berth,
to have committed the marder.

Mr. Jordon, for the prisoners, contended
that there was no evidencs except Dunn’s to
contradict McNutt’s etory that Dapnn ran into
info the forecastle and committed the maurder,

The jary sfter beiog locked out all pight
disagreed and were discharged—they ststing to
the judge that they were sgreed as to Connol.
ly and Gallagher’s innocence, but not as to Mo-
Nutt's,

THE SECOND TRIAL,

The crown at the second trial proceeded
sgainst McNutt alone, who was found guilty,
and on August 28th -was sentenced by Judge
Fisher to be hanged on Saturday, December

4th,
At the conclasion of Judge Fisher’s remarks,

“McNutt arose to his feet and said: *“If Idie I

will not have the blood of the Austrian to
snawer for,”

As above stated the sentence was commuted
to imprisonment for life. McNutt while in the
penitentiary consistently affirmed his inno.

cenoce,

The story of the confession of Dunn isgiven
for what it is worth, but there are many in this
city who have always maintained that MoNutt
was & victim circuamsatantial evidence and
&t the murderer was some other member of

Crew,

A story Is told that a few days ago the dy
wife of a workingman in Montreal ln!otmlzg
her husband that he would find in one of the

wers bureau a sum of money which
she had saved cent by cent since their mar-.
riage. Upon examining the drawer a sum of
nearly $900 was found,

BATHURST.

Church Building—The Haunted Ship—
Curling and Bkating Rink.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

BATHURST, Dec, 21.—The basement of the
new Roman Csthollc church of the Sacred
Heavt was opened and divine service held
therein, yesterdsy:=~T* s, of course, not
nearly completed, but in a short time will
serve In an admirable manner all the wants
of the congregaticn, Yesterday there were
alarge number present, and all were sur.
prised, not only a$ its oapacity but aleo the
comfort (with regard to heat) whish it

affordes. Workmen ars still busy furnish-
ing, lathing, etc. The superstructure will
be of stone and will be begun as early as
poesible in the spring. Much credit is due
to tke pattor, the Very Rev, Thomas F,
Barry, for the manper in which the work
bas been pushed forward. A meetiog of the
Iadles of the congregation was held on Sun-
day afternoon, when it was decided to have
a grand bazaar some time during next sum.
mer, It will, no doubs, be a great sucoess,

THE WEATHER here haa been quite stormy
of late, Oa Saturday night snow fell to a
depth of one and ogme half feet, We have
now about 3 feet of snow, Local weather
propheta say that we wiil be visited by an-
other big snow atorm In a day or two,

TaE HAURTED ship Squando still lles at
the point with her ghoatly crew and has not
yet been sold. Nothing definite s known as
yet as to what dieposition will be made of
the ship and cargo. The captain is still in
Bathuret, He is firm in the bellef that
something supernataral exiats in the ship.
The Illustrated Sporting World announces
thas its fseue of Dec. 20th “*will illustrate
how the wrecked ship Squando fs supposed
to be haunted, ‘20 no one can be got to work
on her.,” We may look for somethiag good
in the way of apparitions, Some of our
local wags would be good subjects for an
illnetration of that kind, I mean the *‘break
o’ day boys.”

CurLing.—The winter’s talk on this sub-
jeot has begun, but up ta the present our
ourlers have been unable to have a game oa
account of the difficulty experienced in flood-
ing the rinke, The ekips last evening seleot-
ed their respective rinks as follows :—

: g%l;‘nholm, M HE!hn,ﬂon,

B Hnllln':m. gohn Ellis,

W J O’Brien, gkip. P J Burns, skip.
H Bishop,

B Lannigav,
H @ Booddie, Dr Duncan,
C H McLaughlin,

C sheriff,
J E Baldwin, skip, A J H Stewart, skip,
Thos Salter,

Jas Ferguson,

Percy Wiibur, T M Burzs,

D McIntosh, skip.

F Miller, J 7 Power,
John Bievewright, Robt Miller,
John Black,

J R Miller,
Heary White, skip. B R Hickson, skip.

famuel Gancon,
E D Bassett,
K F Burns,

Thos Leahy,
F J Gatain, skip, W H Buck, skip.

THE SEATING RINK will be opened and
run this winter by the proprietor, E, D.
Bagsett, who lately returned from San Fran.
wheare he had been for neasly two years,
Judging from what we know by experience
of Mr. Bassett, the patrons of the ‘rink will
have no reason to doubt that it will be con-
ducted zs in “‘days of yore,” if not better,

P H Mel
DJKN:IE’].

Centreville,

(FBOM OUR OWN oonnxémnnmm)

CeENTREVILLE, Carleton Co.,, Dec, 20.—
Times have not been very brisk until lately
and everything has been moving along “in
the even tenor of its way,” and there was
but little for a correspondent to write about
that would be at all Interesting. Now the
village stores are well patronized and al.

most everything necessary for the Xmas
season can be founad in one of the aix stores
in the village, not to mention the attrastive
millinery shop of Mrs, G, D, Perkins,

Howard B, White has bought a- great
many oattle and much pork this fall, 600
head of the former and about 30 tons of the
latter, Mesare, J, G, & R, W, Ballock with
their two olerks are kept busy walting upon
their numerous tustomers, The only strictly
cash store of Mr. Sherwood is falrly well
patronized and the proprietor seems gatis.
tied with the share of trade he receives, G,
W. White & Son are also kept busy. At
Mrs. Caleb Merritt’s and Dr, Baker's the
usual amount of Xmas toys can be pur-
ohaged,

TeEE Sux's subscribers here are much
pleased with the ‘ stand- it took with re.
ference to refusing to publish the full ac-
count of that soclal scandal in high life in
Eagland. Iheard subscribers to the 7Tele.
graph say he regretted that his favorite
paper had published so lengthy an account
thereof, Papers which publieh such reports
;honld not be admitted Into Christian
ouees,

‘WE HAVE had several snow storms of Iate,
20 that the roads are jast now in a bad con-
ditlon, Yesterday the ministers of the
goepel had no easy duty in ;nulng from
church to charch on acconnt of the drifts,
and when they reached their places of ap-
pointment, they found but small congrega-
tlons, not overcheering.

TaE Lovee of I O. G, T. s in-gdod work-
Ing order, that veteran, in the temperance
cause, Sampel A, McKerzie, belng ite chief.
A temperancs meeting is to be held this
evening in Howard B, White’s hall under
the auspices of the lodge,

Bussex,

Sussex, Dec, 22,—~The oldest inhabitant is
heard declaring that such beautiful weather
was never known here before, and while there
is an absence of snow our streets present a busy
time, and the stores are crowded to the
ntt::at with anxious customers waiting to be

ser:
The butcher shope are well stored with extra
quality of meats, Today Evans & Friars,who
a short time ago leased the well known stand
opposite the 1. C. R, station, had on_exhibi.
tion an unusually lgge two year old steer,
raised and fed by el Aiton, jr., of this
ﬂluoa. Itagirth "%:m feet four inches and
tipped the n at 1,985 pounds,
and was followed through the streets by
large numbers who had come in to see) it.
George Evans of this firm is a scientific butcheér
and presents the mest of the firm in a manner
that wins for him the warmest praise of their
many customers. He terved his time in Eng-
land and is one of a number of young men sent
to the collector of customs of this
hut\mudontnoeonl,amdlth snd
his country, but a useful ci "zen of Buseex,

NO. 59.

Northwestern N. B, Railway.

To the Editor of The Sun :—

S1er—The project of building a line of ralls
way beginning at Hartland and extendiag
northeasterly through the fertile parishes of
the County of Carleton to the Tobigte river,
and thenoe coaleslng with the Tobique Valley
raliway scheme, extending it to the I, C, R.
at Campbellton is daily becoming more ag-

sured. Some thirty miles of the route has
already been located. . The constraction of
this line of railway ia of great importance to
the welfare of the proviace. In this way,
and only in this way will the **fertile belt”
of New Brumswick be cpened up to setile-
ment, Itis valn to expeot cur ycung men-
to practioally exlle themselves by going 25
or 50 miles into the forest to makea home,
They cannot and will not do i, They will,
instead, seek a country which doesnot ex.
pect 20 much of its yonog mer-—sud doer
not ask them to make sach sacrifices—bn$
which pushes railways into ite fertile lands
in every direction, All that is reguired for
the northwestern counties of this province.
is facility of eommunioation, This given
the vast extent of fertile vacant land
conslatisg of two and a halt or three million
acres will speedily be taken up, If seitled
and cultivated with any degree of skill; this
part of the province will austain a popule-
tion of at least 600,000, and will prodace
anoually not less than 30,000,000 bushels of
grain and proportionate crops of hay and
roots, The sestlement of this portion of the
country would certainly ‘*add another prov.
ince to Canada.” By extending she northern
and western up the valley of she Miramichi
to conneot with the propesed line, a direct
route would be obtained coonecting this
fertile northwestern section ot the province
with Fredericton sand 8t, John, acd the
dream of the ¢‘Central route” would be
fally realized. It iz lmpossible so appreciate
the beneficlal resnlts which wounld accrus to
the provinoe from the counstruction of this
line of railway. The manufacture of shord
lumber wonld receive a stroog impulse,
Milling lodustries ienamerable would be
started. The forwardicg of \the immense
quantity of eupplies necessary to
the presentation of the 'vast lumber
operations on the head waters of
the Miramichi, Nachwak and Toblqus,
would be greatly cheapened and fasilitated.
The fertile land now the home of the moose
and oaribou would be at once ocoupled, the
}xlonun who have already penetrated far
nland would be filled with hope, and the
sense of 1solation and exile entirely obliter-
ated. The productsof the forest field would
be immensely increased, the population of
the province doubled i®a very few years
and a period of *'boom” met in, resulting in
great prosperity to the whole province.
It reats with the people of the province and
with thelr representatives, Itrests with the
the local and Dominion parliaments whether
this great undertaking be pushed forward or
nor,:::lﬂwhether ‘we lbre ::;ﬁ;iy oft the
grea tage glven us by a beneficient pro-
vidence the near future will show. We are
given the fertile acrage of these northern.
-counties, Shall we go in and posses the
land ? Shall we add -$0 our richcs, to ounr
resources, o -ourpopulation, to our ma.
terial prosperity? or shall we draw back
from the good work by the cry of those whe
to the detriment of the country are perpetu-
ally standing in the way of every kinmd of
progress, and contenting themseives by
shouting taxation? In comparison with
other countrles, we know nothing about
taxation in this proviace, The interest on
our provinclal debt per head is less than
twelve cents annually, and on our federal
debt it is only $1.46 per head annually.
Compare this with Australia and we find
that the Interest per head is $7.60 annually,
and that the debt per head is $190, If blue
ruin faces our country, what must he the
condition of Aunetralla? The fact is, Austra-
lia is advancing with wonderfally rapid
strides in wealth, in commerce and in popu- .
latlon. It is not our taxation, it Is not our
debt which prevents the full messure of the
prosperity which we might resp, but itis
the croaking of obstructionlsts, who want
forever to walk as their fathers walked,
who denounce every new move, and sit on.
every enterprise and desperately endeaver
to block the wheels of progress,
Yours, XX,

School Examination at Gibson.

“A Parent” wrltes—t:Tfm Sux: Ths halfe
yearly examination of the Glbzon and St,
Mary’s school, York Co.;, was held on Frl-
day, the 17th Inst., In.the presence of n
large number of parents and visitors, The
school conslsts of four departments; all ¢~
which are under the careful supervisio
B. M, Mullin, principal.. The pupil~
different departments were examir
regular routine of work, and show
.ready answers which they gave
had undergone a carefnl training -
different branches taught. In es
departments some specimen of mar
was exhibited, which reflected r
ordinary oredit upen both pupils 5
ers, In Principal Mullin’s rodm we
some excellent specimens of map
partionlarly the mapa of Earope,
and Ireland, which for .accuracy ’
nees could not be well surpassed.
rogular work of examination wac
the visitors and teachers assemt
principsl’s room to witnesz a spe!
between the pupila of that ro
must be said in jaatice to both’
teacher, that they may weil be
their ability to spell, One oould
be struck with the fact thata g
tlon has taken place in the matter
ing in this school_during $he last
four years,

Mr, Mullin has held the position ¢
oipal of our school for four years,..
much cannot be sald in commenda
the excellent work he has done to rs
school to rank among the first in the .
He certalnly Is the *‘right man in tk
place.”

Wonderful Télegraphing.

{8pecial dsepatch to the Halifax Hera'd.)
MoxTREAL, Dec, 20,—Probably the *
wonderful feat recorded in the annals of tew
graphy, took place on Sunday, a being:
sent from New Westminster, B, C,, to West.-
minster, London, G. B., over the C, P, R,

3 -Bennett
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