
8 CATTLK AND HAIRY FAKMINU

1'roiii (tt'niiaii.v, uikI only ll.'L',(!SO ixmiikIh rrniii the ('iiitcU Shil«'s. Our
own ollli^ial rrtiinis iniikt> no s|)<>cjiil nii>nlion of any oxport.s of ft'L'.sli

lict'l' bc'lori' till' year 1.S77, w lu-n lt>,L'IO,',Ml(l pnnntls— llir wlioln oxporl—
wiTo Hliippnl to tilt' I'nitcil ivinji^doni. Oni- trado in tVt*Hli lioct' Iuin

spttini^'inlosinldcn nia<rnitn<K<, ha vint; stead ilyincrcasiMl from 'l{>,lil(>,0!IO

)»onnd,s, vaUu'd at .iil,r).")L',r»L*,'{, in 1S77, to lL'0,7H4,0<il pounds, vahuM^at
$ii,i»H7,;5;n. in is.s4.

TIki Ihitisii olllcial ictnniH placid tho lollowin^; per pound valiio upon
till' inii>ortH olTn'.sli beef into tijckinydoin duriny the years ISSO, 1881,

1882, 188;{, and 1881:
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It will be seen that Aineriean beef maintained the lead of all countries

from wliieh meat is drawn in any <piaiitity. The slij^iit price decrease in

1884 can have no si^initicance when lln' iininense«iuantity imported from

the United States (!)(>,!»() I, lL'8 pounds) is taken into consideration.

Our eonsiilar reports a few years back repeateilly referre<l to the

prejudice existing in (Jreat IJritain a;4ainst American beef, while at the

Name time the Diltish i)eopIe were unknowin;^ly proviiij; the f;«'o"ii<l-

lessness for siuili prejiulice by eatinj; lnvm' (piantities thereof nn<ler the

name of prime lOiifilish beef—a «rick of the butchers, who had helped (o

create and maintain the prejudict< referred to.

The consuls asserted that this prcjiidiee, priiKiipally en^aMxli'ii'd and
sustained by tlu^ Initchers, whose interests it was feared would bo injured

by the American fresh lieef trade, re(iiiiivd for its total <li8sipation only

coinprelicnsive and intellifi'ent action on the part of our exporters iii

jdaciiifT their meat properly bcfonj the r.ritish people, who wouhl nii-

tlonbtedly eonstill and conserve their own hiterests in the premises.

Central meat depots, with outlyin;,^ shops in the principal cities of tlio

kinfjdom, controlled and directed by Hritish aj^ents in the employ of

the American shi|>pers, or havin;; an interest in the business, were sii;;.

;;ested as the radical remedy for the iniine<liate development of an al-

most unlimited (ia'I(^ in fresh beef.

Jlecent reports make no referein;t^ to this phase of the trade, and iti.s

to beassumed that the IJritish public havebecome more or less <ronvinci'il

that American cattle and American meals are the very best in the worlil.

outside of, perha|)s. their own selecti'd cattle and beef. It may even lio

doubted whi^ther the best forced led l-'iijilish beef is any better than the

beef raised on our rich and succulent ranj;es.

Theftdlowin;;' exiracls Iroiii a report written by the consul at Manclics-
ter in 1882 will illustrate this peculiar phase of our fresh - beef trad«' ni

England :

Tlu) wide (liU'orciKM- lictwccn flii> price? F.iifxli'^li InitchiTH pay our Aiiioriciiii cxiMnt-
ors lor their iMc.it.H, as ciiriipariMl with tin- pi.co Ihi'v <liiirfi<-. for tho H.-iiiiti lit ri'liiil,

h'iids nu" fo a;;;iiii rt'
"

;• to the ;,'ri'at need u{ Mir iuhiption of hettcr iiKtthodH for pliirin;,'

our iiifiitH (111 wale here.

At present tile IJi,v;li,sli dealer iiiaiux an (iim.-iiIk. i.?(>lit '"i,. of tlie Aincrican iiK'at

Kiippl.v. 'I'liiN itiollcii done li\- iiiiKreprcKeiiii ,x'

' ' kind ii incut h(^ mdt.s, for it i,s ;:

toumiou |)raclice, 1 jiin eredihi^ iiiiDinjcd, u> i iitii.i ; 'i;u I'm betf, imitioa, «,Vc., on ta^W,


