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oxix.c'tation of nmkiii.^' n fortmic in the N.-w World, liko others of hU
.onip.itriots, Mr. (Iniy was liiudcd. l.y stress of cirfuiiistimccs.at Halifax
ill tht' mouth of AnK'nst, IK-,-,. u,„l aftm- working for som.. tiiuf at his
trade of tailoring. l,..iiiK thrown out of .-uiph.yuu.nt. he conceived or had
suK«»'«tf<l to hiiu by u l.rother mute and fellow-countryman who hap-
pened to l)e also residiii):; in Halifax the idea of opening a school for the
(h-af and (hunli as a means of suhsistenire.

Mis advertisement attracted the attention of Uev. James C. Cochran.
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.
th.' v.Mieral.le and devoted secretary of the Institution, who inimei

diately sou^dlt him out. and f<mnd lum in a mean h,dj,'iii),' in a poor street,
euKaged in teacliiiiK otie or two mutes, th.. phice lieing destitute of tht.'

comnnm comforts and even necessaries of life. Mr. Cociiran's interest in
the deaf and dumb had been first awakened, many years before, by meet-
ing, on board an .\merican steamboat, with the ceh-brated Laurent Clerc,
and accordingly he now set himself to enlist the sympathies of other be.^

nevoleiit persons in Halifax on behalf of the neglected deaf-mutes of his
native Province, an object in which he was providentially successful.
.\long with Andrew Mackinhiy, Esii., oustos of the county, and for many
years afterwards the esteemed chairman of the )>oard of directors, he
succeeded in obtaining for the infant cause the notice and support of the
legishitnre and the community, organizi-d a board of managenu'nt, and
took other steps for the proper establishment and equipment of the school.
The first legislative aid was a grant of *1.200 in the spring of 18.J7. the

grant, in subsecjuent years, being enlarged to * l,(',;j() and ifc'i.OOO. as the
value and claims of the object became better understood. This, with the
voluntary contributions readily obtained, enabled the promoters of the
infant Institution to provide more suitable accommodation for the school,
and to engage Mr. J. Scoff Hutfon, then and for ten years previously an
instructor in the Edinburgh Institution, as princjipal, Mr. Gray being re-
tained as assistant teacher.

Bringing from Scotland the n.'edfnl books and api)aratus for the work
kindly donated by kindred institutions in the mother c.mnfry—to the
value of about A2(l()-Mr. Hutton entered on his duties in Halifax on the
1th

( f August. isr,7, with four pupil>. The year following, the attendance
having incr.'ased to twenty-seven, additional accommodation was pro-
<wred. a matron .-ngaged. and the general management then, for the Hrst
time, placed in the hands of the principal and aiafron. who henceforward
M'siih'd in the same building with the pupils, the school previously l)eing
only a day-school, with thrc or four of the boys boarding in the house
of the assistant teacher, and others with friends in the city.

At the close of the first regular session of the school, as an organized
iiistituti(m, in July, IKW, a public meeting on its i)ehalf was held in the
Mechanics' Institute, presided over by A. Mackinhiy, Es(,.. president .jf

tlie Ixiard, and attended by the Uishop of Nova Scotia and other promi-
nent citizens, when, for tlie first time before a Halifax audience, an exhi-
bition of the method and results of deaf-mute instruction was given in
tlie examination of the pupils, which bnmght the condition and claims
of the deaf and dumb more impressively before the community, and gave
a valual)le impulse to the new cau.se.

During the summer vacation immediately following, the principal.


