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aependent on parliament, upon the ground of representation, arc
• vain ; nay, they prove too much, since they directly attack the whole
present constitution of Great Britain. But the thing is, that a

member of parliament, chosen for any borough, represents not only
the constituents and inhabitants of that particular place, but he
represents the inhabitants of every other borough in Great Britain.

He represents the city of London, and all other the commons of the
land, and the inhabitants of all the colonies and dominions of Great
Britain, and is in duty and conscience bound to take care of their in-

terests.

* The distinction of internal and external taxes, is false and ground-
less. It is granted, that restrictions upon trade, and duties upon the
ports, are legal, at the same time that the right of the parliament of
Great Britain, to lay internal taxes upon the colonies, is denied.
What real difference can there be in this distinction ? Is not a tax,

laid in any place, like a pebble falling into and making a circle in a
lake, till one circle produces and gives motion to another, and the
whole circumference is agitated from the center ?

* Nothing can be more clear, than that a tax of ten or twenty per
cent, laid upon tobacco either in the ports of Virginia or London,
is a real duty laid upon the inland plantations of Virginia itself, au
hundred miles from the sea, wherever the tobacco grows.

'Protection is the ground that gives the right of taxation. The
obligation between the colonies and the mother country is natural
and reciprocal, consisting of defense on the one side, and obedience
on the other

; and common sense tells, that the colonies must be de-
pendent in all points upon the mother country, or else not belong to
it at all. The question is not what was law, or what was the con-
stitution ? but the question is, what is law now, and what is the con-
stitution now ?

'And is not this law, is not this the constitution, is not this right,

which without contradiction, and for so long a time, and in number-
less instances, as such has been exercised on the one part, and ap-
proved by obedience on the other ?

' No attention whatever is due to those subtile opinions and vain
abstractions of speculative men ; as remote from the common expe-
rience of human affairs, and but too well adapted to seduce and in-
flame the minds of those, who, having derived such signal advan-
tages from their past submission, ought for the future also to obey
the laws of their hitherto indulgent but powerful mother.

' Besides, is not tiie condition of the Americans, in many respects,
prcfora.rlc to that of the English themselves? The expenses of in-

ternal and civil administration, in England, are enormous ; so incon-


