
(llibility. It U not Infallible In ita iciencc, hiatury or mor-

ality. Out KKBrdd " rcrurd of experience of unique

.value, wr win back our Bible cnrirlicd for u* in r >rr way>

than one, by the purging pruceii4 4if Hiitorieal v. rKiriam.

In thin book of religious cspericnccn, nicdiatcil thruugh

lawgiren and aaget, poets, prophets and apoatlca, one

figure Htnnds forth supreme. "Jesus in the midst." The

long development diseerned in the Old Testament history,

made Israel as it were the womb in which could be con-

ceived, and from which in ' e fulness of time could be

born, the Son of God. Or to I'hjnge the metaphor, Jesua

is the «ui)rcnie flower born of the stem of Israel, for -Aihich

Israel's wl)i»le previcus history was Ihr preparation. Mosc»

heljis IIS to know God, Isaiah helps us, the Psalmists help

u.'i. Ihv .^ jiostli-s Jielp us, but the men who knew .lesus and

nimpfnic (1 witli Ilim, place Him upon ii liigher plane where-

on He itnnds alone. The revcliition of the Infinite through

man in II<m attains Its completion. And this found its most

sntisf^l >- description in the famous words of St. John's

Gcsffl. "He that hath seen me, hath seen the Father." And
yet n 'H' was ever more cmijliatic than Jesus, that not in

the ; . ' jitance of doctrines about Him, but in a livinj; ex-

pcrir of love and devotion to Him. lay the true Christiani-

ty. Not every one that saith unto me Lord. Lord shall

entfo- ii'to the Kingdom of Heaven but he that doeth the

will of my Father which is in heaven. ' He never defined

Him elf. but men out of their experiences became con-

vin< ' 1 that He was "the Word" of God, and "the Way,
the •! nith and the Life."

( ^ ^ The emphasis which of recent years had been laid

upon social philosophy, has had its reaction upon our

conoption of the fundamental nature of the Church.

Mary of us have come to see that the full connotation of

the vord "Catholic" as descriptive of the Church has per-

hapi ' •ver been grasped save in the Epistles of St.Paul.

Nevertheless, as has been pointed out by the Dean of St.

Pau md other writers the ideal of the Holy CathoUe

Chu < 'i as it existed in the minds of the greatest thinkers of
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