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substitute for respect and kindness or a mutual interchange of

affection.*

* The following extract from the Church Herald^ the organ of.the Church

of England in Canada, is worthy of serious consideration:—"Hereditary

honours may be suited to a country of hereditary estates. But Canada is

not a country of hereditary estates ; nor is there, amongst our people, the

slightest tendency to make it so. Consequently, if our leading men, instead

of being knighted, are made baronets, there will be some risk of our having

baronets sinking into the poorer classes of society, and trailing their

escutcheons in the dust. Even in England, in spite of primogeniture and

family settlements, there is a considerable number of pauper peers, whose

titled indigence often forces them to sponge on the public, or resort to

the still lower expedient of marrying money-bags. But in England the

fortunes of the landed nobility and gentry are stability itself compared

with the perpetual fluctuations of Colonial wealth. No doubt, in creat-

ing Colonial baronets care will always be taken to select men so rich as

to hold out a fair hope of their transmitting large properties to their

descendants. But this will tend to another evil, inasmuch as it will lead

the public mind to connect honour with wealth, instead of connecting it

with personal merit ; and, assuredly, the lesson that wealth is above merit

is not exactly the one which commercial Colonies need to learn.

" There is another consideration which somewhat alloys our satisfaction

in seeing an English baronetcy conferred on a Canadian. We regard

with jealousy on behalf of Canada anything which tends to make her

leading men look to another country, even though it be our mother

country, for the highest rewards of merit. If Canada is to be a nation,

it is time that her sons should begin to look for the highest rewards of

merit here. Hitherto, the case of all the Colonies, in this respect, has

been the same. None of them have been regarded, either by merchants

or politicians, as their country, the ultimate sphere of their own efforts

and aspirations, and the future home of their children. The Colonial

merchant has amassed wealth in the hope of carrying it home to Eng-

land, buying a great house in London, mingling as a member of the

great plutocracy in London society, and rolling in a carriage round Hyde
Park. The politician, in the same manner, has looked for his highest

meed, not to the applause of the Colony, or to the gratitude of future

generations of colonists, but to the favour of Downing Street, and has

trimmed his course in the hope of receiving the rewards which Downing

Street has to bestow, and of ultimately going home to enjoy them.


