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sippi Vall(\v. A y'ivdv which hr nearly a century

bore upon its waters tlie bateaux of the thi*ee great

powers above mentioned, bringing their armed war-

riors to occupy, and it* possible, to preserve it. One
which has seen within its garrison the jNIousque-

taire of Louis XV, the grenadier of George the

III, the riHemen of Clark, and the regular troops

of Harmar, St. Clair, and Harrison—one al)ovo

which has floated the " Fleur de Lys," the "Cross
of St. George" and the glorious "Stars and Stripes

"

of our beloved country—is surely worthy of at least

a passing notice by those who are now reaping the

rich fruits of a conquest, made under the most ad-

verse and trying circumstances, and with a skill

and bravery not unsurpassed in the most glorious

triumphs of the revolution. The reader need not

be informed that I refer to the conquest of "Post
VixcEXNEs," and the capture of Hamilton and his

troops, on the memorable 24th of February 1779,

by General George Rogers Clark. To him, in my
opinion, considering the results of that conquest,

the vast addition of Territory acquired by it, and
the incalculable advantages to the people who now
occupy it, and to the country at large, the United
States are more indebted than to any other General
of the Revolution—Washington alone excepted.

In conclusion I would say to you who inhabit the

Territory thus acquired, by the valor and sufferings

of Clark and his gallant followers, nearly eighty

years since, if I should impress upon your minds
and those of your children, who are to succeed you,

the debt of gratitude which you owe to these brave
men, long since gathered to their fathers, I shall

not have labored for nought or written in vain.

JOHN LAW.
VixcENNES, Feb. 24th, 1858.


