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and impartially. If any of them confimiP flill to oppor<5

the acquifition of the iij;:;ar iflancls, every man of
common fenfc muft fee that it is thtir own |.iivaie

views and intercft that fpiriis tliem on ; ihu> to op-

pofc the only probable view of aggrandi/Jn:i; Great-
Britain, and humbling France her greutolt rival, lead

their private fortunes in the few f)ugar iflands we have
ihould i'uflcr a little diminution or abatement.

If it was not very vain to give thofe gentlemen
any advice, I v/ould humbly oft'er one ; To confuier

Cerioufly whether 5C00/. a year, upon the furc(t and
moft honourable footing, is not pieferable to 6000/.
a year upon the moft precarious tenure that can be
imagined. I would wifh them to attend to the nev/

favourite play, The Siege of Aquilcia, that they may
fee how thofe great Roman people behaved ; young
men in the bloom of youth giving themfelves up a
facrilice for their country, parents giving up their

chiidiv-n to death for that caufc, children who did

ib much honour to the father who begot them, as

well as to the mother who gave tiicm birth. Thofe
Weft-Indians m.iy Kwrn from the ftage, if no where
elfe, how ftiamcfullv vain their pretenfions are to

imicatc or cijuul the Romans ; when they would betray

their country for a little precarious and imaginary gain

to tluMnidvts : hovvi-vcr, thefe arc but a icw^ and I

hope nt^ver will induence the many. Wc may be

comt'orted from reflecting that in the prefent times wc
h'ive many infbinces of Romati virtue and fortitude in

our countrymen, and blcft with a miniftry who may
be juftly placed on a level with the moft eminent of
the Roman confuls, Cicero not excepted.

I have in the courfe ot thefe letters given you my
fentimcnts of the intcrefts of our country in her pre-

fent iituation, a period the moft important and intereft-

iag of any we have ken, in which the future gran-

deur.
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