
OF THE POLAR SEA.
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On the lOlh, the rain having ceased, the observations for ascer-

taining the dip of the needle were repeated ; and the results, com-

pared with the former ones, gave a mean of 74° 33' 20". Nearly

the same (hftercnccs were remarked in reversing the face of the

instrument as before. An attempt was also made to ascertaui the

inognetic force, but the wind blew too strong for procuring the

observation to any degree of accuracy.

The lineness of the following day induced us to set up the dif-

ferent instruments for examination, and to try how nearly the

observations made by each of them would agree ; but a squall

passed over just before noon, accompanied by heavy rain, and the

hoped-for favourable opportunity was entirely lost. In the in-

tervals between the observations, and at every opportunity, my
companions were occupied in those pursuits to which their at-

tention had been more particularly directed in my instructions.

Whilst Dr. Uichardson was collecting and examining the various

specimens of marine plants, of which these islands furnish an

abundant and diversified supply, Mr. Back and Mr. Hood took

views and sketches of the surrounding scenery, which is ex-

tremely picturesque in many parts, and wants only the addition

of trees to make it beautiful. The hills present the bold character

of rugged sterility, whilst the valleys, at this season, arc clothed

with luxuriant verdure.

It was not till the 14th, that, by appointment, the boatmen

were to assemble at the house of JNlr. Geddcs, to engage to ac-

company the expedition. Several persons collected, but to my
great mortification, I found they were all so strongly possessed

with the fearful apprehension, either that great danger would at-

tend the service, or that we should carry them further than they

would agree to go, that not a single man would engage with us
;

some of them, however, said liiey would consider the subjecl, and

give me an answer on the following day. This indecisive con-

duct was extremely annoying to me, especially as the next even-

ing was fixed for the departure of the ships.

At the a|)pointed time on the following morning four njen only

presented themselves, and these, after much hesitation, engaged

to iiccom|)any the expedition to Fort Chepewyan, if they should
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