
»
•^

a statement
eminent that
ire to Parlia-

•. DeCosmos')
id not ank for

ruction of the
)posal to the

)ctober, 1873,

heretore to coii-

on Government
lum of $250,000
3rovided under
f Union."

atever in this

d the Govern-
n application

;

• beyond that,

f that in the
he was con-

erence what- i

Not. 11, 1873.

itativea to the

the proposal of

rliamnnt to grant
terling, in lieu of

18 of Union, for

19 Oravintr Dock .

be honour to sa; :

I by the present
r its sanction, it

iport.

0SH08,
DiriT,

[I01IP80H,

a

HAV,

BOK \,

lal aathoritj
' the agent of

for a grant
8. Sometime
ttera to the

:ing when the

prepared t(

I in respect tr^

e also had ai-

emicr on tht

)ught in 8omi
ct, but, whei i

i before thi

II was fitvme(^

id there was
b was propose*

Id be ebargei

Province. B
ted with tlf

nst patting :

tmentwith.th
rds, for hftvinj

violated the agreement; and at last

this c'ause was struck out. It might
be well for him to road the exact

words, so that the Houho might clearly

see what it was. The first part of the

Bill, as introduced, read in this way :

—

"1. In lieu of the Kuarantee of interes' at

the rate of five per centum per annum for tea

years from the completion of the works, ou
such sum lu )t exceeding £100,000 sterling, as
may be required for the construction of a nrst-

class (graving Dock at Eaquimalt, as provided
by the terms of the Order of the Queen in

ouncil for the admission of British Columbia
into the Union, advances may be mado from
time to time, by the Governor in Council, out of
the Consoiid ted Revenue Fund, for the con-
struction of such Graving Dock, upon certifi-

cates of the progress of the work ; such ad-
vances not to exceed, in the whole, $250,000,
and to be considered as part of the indebtedness
of the Province in calculating the subsidy pay-
able to it."

A.fter m.aking his remonstrance, and
after hon. members of British Colum-
bia had also remonstrated against it,

the clause :
" And bo considered

part of the indebtedness of the Pro-
vince in calculating the subsidy payable
to it," was struck out, and the Bill was
finally passed. But the hon. the Pre-

mier had said to the hon. members for

British Columbia that he was prepared
to carry out whatMr. Tilley had agreed
to do. The hon. the Premier stated

that Mr. Langton, the Auditor-General,
bad told him that it was only to be an
advance, and not a bonus. Ho (Mr.
DeCosmos) denied the correctness of
Mr. Langton's assertion, and it was
left to be settled on the basis

of what the late Government had
agreed to do. Finding that the
hon. the Premier was unwilling to do
anything in the shape of granting that
money as a bonus to the Province, ho
wrote to the hon.member for Charlevoix
(Mr. Langevin;, the ox-Minister of
Public Works, and also to Governor Til-

ley, of New Brunswick, who was the
ex-Finance Minister, with whom he had
negotiated, with the full and firm be-

lief that, if those gentlemen stated the
facts to the prosenl Ministry of the
•agreement, with respect to the
Graving-dock, made with the late

Government, no objection whatever
would bo taken to the payment of this

money from time to time as the dock
progressed. He would draw ths atten-

tion of the House to the reply of Mr.
..Tilley:—

"OOTIBHIIINT HODBG,
"Prbmriotok, 28th May, 1874.

" Dkar Sih,—In reply to your communica-
tion of the 23rd inst, I beg to state that the

£50,000 sterling agreed to be advanced to tL

Government or British Columbia towards the

Graving Dock,was in lieu of the facilities secur-

ed for that purpose under the Terms of Union.
I cannot see how there could Jje a'ny misunder-
standing in the matter, as my letter of the Srd

November, 1873, appears sufficiently defijite,

and the Act just past cites the conditions lu

the first section
" I have the honour to be, defir Sir,

"Yoiiraf.iithfHlly,

"9. L. TiLLIY.

"To Hon. A. DeCosmos, M.P."

In oixier to give additional evidence to

tbo present Government that the

meaning of the evidence, and the inten-

tion of the late 'Government vtT-s to

grant the money as a bonus, he sent the

following telegram :
—

"Ottawa, 2nd June, 1874.

" Your letter of May 28th and telegram

May 29th,received, and I understand them to

mean that the £50,000 sterling, promised to

be advanced in aid of the construction oi a

Graving Dock at Esquimalt, was to be a gift

to British Columbia in heu of Section 12 of

the Terms of Union. Is that your meaning ?

(Signed,) " A. DeCosmos.

" To His Excellency Governor S. L. Tilley,

Fredericton, N.B."

Here was the reply :

"St. Andrews, 3rd June, 1874.

" £50,000 sterling was not to be charged to

debt, but given in fieu of guarantee Graving

Dock. Thought my letter explicit.

(Signed;) " 8. L. Tilley.

" To Hon. A. DeCosmos."

This settled the point that so far as the

action of the late Government, through

the ex-Finance Minister,was concerned,

the intention was that this $260,00;)

should bo paid to the Province as a gift,

and was not to be charged against the

debt of the Province. The next letter

he would read,confirming this position,

was a letter addressed to himself by

the hon. the ex-Minister of Public

Works—the member who was now on

the floor of this House, the hon.

member for Charlevoix :—
" Quebec, lat June, 1874.

" My Deaii Mb. DeCosmos,—Your letter

of the 29th of May has just reached me. In

answer, I have no hesitation to say that the

Government to which I belonged promised to

grant to British Columbia, ao.a bonus, the

sum of £50,000 sterling in lieu of tiie guaran-

tee contained in the 12th Sectiou of the Ti inis


