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This Society, as far as I have had opportunities of judg-

ing, has realized the expectations of its Founder. Its rooms

are the resort of those who find time to cultivate an

acquaintance with literature, and who are desirous of

diliusing knowledge. A few of its members continue to

prosecute researches into the early history of Canada ; and

from time to lime, useful information relating to the

natural, civil, and literary history of the count r)%

appears in our "Transactions." The aids which the Society

affords to study, the museum and the library, are accessible

to members during the greater part of the day, and are not

allowed to fall into a state of decay or neglect; but are

properly arranged, duly cared for, and frequently enriched

by desirable additions.

Although the Society was formed chiefly for the purpose

of prosecuting researches into the early history of Canada,

its founder, the Earl of Dalhou.sie, was anxious to bring

together and secure the co-operation of all those in the small

community, who had given their attention to subjects of

science, whether natural, physical or historical. Hence the

museum for the purpose of exhibiting specimens of the

Fauna and Flora, as well as the Archtrology and Nuamis-

matology of the young colony. The department of Natural

history—though somewhat foreign to the main purpose of

our mission—has received a good deal of attention, and I

believe the Ornithology, Oology, and Entomology of Lower
Canada are fairly represented. Upon all those subjects,

however, I can unfortunately say but little, for the simple

reason that from my own ignorance of them, I have nothing

to contribute. Still I am not insensible to the enjoyment

which our collections must furnish to the students of

natural history, and to every lover of nature.

As regards other objects in our museum, considerable

interest is attached to the Indian relics, to some valuable

old charts, a well executed drawing", representing the inte-


