
I'onfpdpriitioii wns r«tiilili>|H'<l in tin- yciir
1N)7, tln< CiiiiaUu of Uiat diij «as imi n't nil
wliiit JH tlio <.'tii>.ii(lu of the |iro!<oiit dii.v. Tlio
• 'lunula of that <lii.v il.il uot cxlciui "lnjoiiU
the wi'slnii lliiilt-i of tlio pruvliiic oC Onta-
rio. On ilic ollioi' slilo of the fintliu lit. on
Iho shores of the rai-illo ocean, tlirri' wa.s a
Iti'lti^li colony, Urili^h Coliiniliia. ali«olul<'l>'

i-iolateii; and Ix-twi'i ;i ltriil>;h (.'ulinnbhi on
oiii> siih' and Ontario on tho other side there
was a \a-l extent of terrltor.v, the fairest
|iorilon |ierlia|is of the conllnenl. uliieli wan
nnder ISrill.-h sovt reljrnty. but in wlileh
Itritlsh sovereicntv had iil«a.v« been dor-
mant, 'riial vast extent of the eonllnent,
the falii'si. as 1 said, mul the most fertile,
was adniiiiistered. loosely iidniinisiered by
the llnd?;oii Bay ("onipany, under a charter
wliii-li tlie comiiany cliiimed. cave her almost
Noverei;;n sw ay, and which she used to
kee|> this vast extent of country as a
close preserve for her Ininieiise" oporn-
tii>i;s In the fur trade. I need not tell

Mr. Ma. ken/le, iH'Inii then Trlme S!lnl«ter
of faiiail.i, intrixlueed Into tliii* IIouxc and
carried uiianiuioiisly a measure, n very
Important nieasuiM". the object of whlili.
ns he said himself, was to ghc to the
X.irlhwest 'IVrrlti>rles an ' cutrrcly Inde-
pendent u'o\ eminent.' This menmire haw
l)een the charter under wblch the Northwest
Territories liave come to tlioir present •tate
of manhood. It has uevi'r Ueoi^ repeale<l.
Additions ha\c been made to It from time
to time, but It bas remained and la to tills

day the rock upon whleU has been reared th.>

•tructiui'. which we are about to crown with
complele and absolute autonomy. !ty tliU
measure it was provided that a" I,Ieuteiiant
fiovernor should be appolnte<l for the Nortli-
west 'ferrltorles. The Lieutenant Governor
was to be vested with executive power, and
he was to administer that power with the
nsslstanee of a council to be composed of
Hve nienibers. the Lieutenant liovernor and
his advisers to l)c ap|ioInted by the (Jovj-rnor
In I'ouiicll. Apart from these admiuls-,Miu. ^':r. the fact is well known and pro

Milt to the i.ieinory of all. that it was the ,.„„. „..,
Intention of the fathers of confederation not

| also invested with IniRp IcRlshitlve anili irltv
I

trativc powers the Lieutenant tioveruor was

to limit it to tho comparatively narrow
bounds In which it was Included in ISO", but
to extend It eastward and westward between
the two oceans. 1 need hardly tell you, Sir,
the fact is known to all and well remember-
ed by every one, that provision was made In
the iiistrumeut of confederation Itself, for

,

the admission into confederation of British
'

Columbia, Trlnce Edward Island, and even !

Newfoundland, and especially for these ter-
'

rltories whiili at Inst have come in to-day as !

part of the t'anadian family. In the very
first year of confederation," the very tirst
session of the tirst parliament-, resoiutious
were Introduced Into this House and adopted
unanimously for the acquisition of Uuperfs
Land and the Northwest Ter'-ilories. and

He could make laws for taxation, for local
aud municipal purposes, property and civil
rights, the administration of Justice, imblb-
health, police, roads, highways nud bridges—
generally all matters of n purely local and
private nature. There was also an enact-
ment 111 that measure to the effect that when
any district, not exceeding l.fKX) Ripinro
miles, contained n pnpulnthm of not less
than LOOO people of adult age, exclusive of
aliens and uiienfiaiichlse<l Indians. It wuld
be erectwl into an electoral district which
should thenceforwai-d be entitled to elect
a member to the council. There was
also an Important enactment with regard to
e<lucatlon, introducing Into that country
tlio system of separate schools In force In----- --•- - r ,

. . ^* """I >»"- i»^nn.-ui ui ?*c|mruie Hcnoois lu tore
Uie extinguishment therein of the title of the the province of Ontario, nut I shall
Hudson Bay Compan.v. This was nccom
pUshcd In a very short time, and as soon as
accomplished, the government of that day,
the government of Sir John Macdounid, pro-
ceeded to carve the new province of Mani-
toba out of the wilderness, and without any
preliminary Btage endowe<I it at once with
all the rights and privileges of a jiroviuce.

If we go back to tlie history of those days,
perhaps the opinion will not be unwarranted
that it would have been a wiser course, if
instead of bringing Manitoba at once into
the confederation full fledged aud fully
equipped as a province, that inalurily had
been readied by gradual stages extended
over a few years. If that course had been
adopted, perhaps some mistakes vsould have
been avoided from the effects of which we
have not yet completely recovered.

Very different was the course aud policy
of Mr. Mackenzie when he cams into offlec
with regard to the Northwest Territory.
Up to the year 1875 the Northwejt Terr'i-

'ories had been administered under no spe-
cial form of government. But in 1875

say
nothing at the present time of this Unportaut
part of the law of 187."), as I propose to coino
again to It at n later stage of the obser-
vations wblcb I desire to offer to the House.
This Act remained in force without any Im-
portant modiflcntiong up to the year 1880.
when the Territories were given representa-
tion in this parliament. Two years later
an Important step In advance was also taken
in their development, that Is to sny. In 1888.
The executive council was abolished, so far.
at all events, as Its powers of legislation
were coneerned, and a legislative assembly
was created, to be compised of twenty-flve
members, twenty-two of which were to bo
electe<l by the people and three to be
known as legal experts, to be appointed
by the Governor In Council ; and a new
executive council was to be appointed nnder
the name of advisory council to advise
the Lieutenant Governor upon all matters
of finance. In 1801 another step forward
was taken, and a very important one. The
legislative assembly of the Territories was
given additional i>owers ; and if rou take
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