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THE BIJGAR COMBINE.
Tho alleged stigar combination lias

1a!ely receii'ed a grcnt deal of attention
froin the Eastern Canadian press, sinco
the niatter lias beca undergoing invtsti.
,g0tion by the committee on trado combi-
niations. Thei su-ar combination is simp-
ly an agreenment botween wvholesale gro.
cers and refiners, whereby the latter are
pied-cd net t.. sel] te wholesale grocers
.vlîo in turn.sell at a lcas price than lias
been establislicd by the wliolesale grocers'
guild. The conîbination i3 a result of
the ruinous custom of sclling sugar at or
]ess titan cost, Owitg to keen compoti-
tion ia the trade, wholesale grocers wcre
practically handling sugar for nothing.
This wvas cortainly a very unprofitable and
unlesimble statu, of things. In such anl
important item as sugar, it is only just
that dealers, both wvholesalo and retail,
should milie a reasonable profit ITe
custoni of selling this comimodity often
at an actuel Ioss, is simpiy absurd. In
order to remedy this bad statu, of affairs,
the Dominion Wholesale Grocces Guild
took the matter in band and attempteil
tW regulato prices for sugrar so as to sup-
ply a smali profit, In order te prevent
wvholesale grocers fromn selling at a les
price than that fixed by the guild, an
agreement %vas mnade wvitlî the refiners,
tW the effect that the latter were tW seuit
only tW members of the grocers' guild,
except under certain conditions. The
gtiild undertook to !urnisli refiners with
a list of the wvholtsale grorers wvlo ad-
he'"d te the scale of prices fixed by the
nssociated grocers. Ail grocers who
would not be bound by the prices fix-,d
by the guild, wvere to be chnrged 1 cent
pcr pound more for granulatud sugar, by
refiners. Shortly after the first agree-
ment wvas made between the Grocers'
Guild anîd the i-Pfiners, the grocers asked
that jc extra per pound bo charged te
grocers outside the guild, as the first ar-
rangement hnd nlot liad the decircd effect
in preventing the selling of sugar at a
loss. This advance, however, was not
adopted. The wholesale grocers made an
arrangement with the refiners that they
should charge an advance te the retailer
of j cent a Vpound on lots of fifteen bar-
rela or more., and of î cent a pound on

snialier lots of granulated sugmr. Thtis it
could not bc said wvas an exorbitant profit,
amotintirg to about 4 per ùPnt. over ex-
pensesg. YelIow sugars were not includcd
ln tho arrangement, The 4 per cent.
adraîzce is tîte figure estimea ted by the
g"rocera' guild, on'granulated sugar atone.
Taking entire sales of yellowv and granu-
lated sugars the estitRd( profit was 2
pur cent. Those oppo-ed to thtt guild
estiniated the profit on 'ranulatcd sugar
allowved by the agreement nt 5 to 6 per
cent. It will, therefore, bo seen that tak-
ing sales of ail classetrof sugar the whole-
salers are only making a profit of fromt 2
We 3 per cent. as theq maximum. The air-
rangeme-it at present existing betweeni
the wholesale grocers and tho refiners is
te the elect that gyrncers wvho are not
menibers of tbe guild, must pay je more
per pound for granulated sugar, payaient
within fourteen days, without te 2; per
cent. discount ter cash iven the guild
grocers.

WVhatever objection may bo taken te
the sugar cornbination ton priniciple, it
cannot bo said that the resuit of the
agreement lias been to place an excessive
profit on sugar. The price at wvhichi the
re.iner selsa is in neork affected by the
cembination. The only extra cost te the
consumer is the amuit prafit of say four
per cent. on granulated sugar, now nmade
by tho wvbolesale grocers, that, is provid-
ing that previous te the agr eement they
were selling at cost. The profit is cer-
tainly a legitimate crie- A wise 'vhole-
saler would not soUl bis gods on tîme tW
a dealer wvhorû hie knew systernatically
practised the custoui of solling at ]es
titan cost. Se far the refiners are inter-
ested in encouraging the niovenient te
stop the unhusiness-like systern of band-
ling sugar at a loss, 'vhieh wvas doing se
much te demoralize trade. There cer-
tainly appears te bo a violation of prin-
ciple in titis sugar combination, the idea
beinfg that; certain wholesale «rouera are
thereby given an advantage over others.
The agreement practically amuÀnts te a
partial application of te principle ef
"lboycottixîg," which cannet but bc look-
cd upon as an illegal action. On the
other band ne great hardsitip has been
caused te the public, and the resuit has on
the whole been beneficial in establisbing
g-reater commercial security. Z

COMMERCIAL UMIO9.
Interest in titis important question lias

been revivcd by the lecture delivêred, at
Winnipeg lately by Mr. Emastus Wimaà

of New York, undpr the auspices of the
board of trade. The keen interc.-t whicli
is talion in thi% question wvns demene;trat-
cd hy tho very largo attendance at the
lecture, tho largo hall being packcd by
tite higlwst, type of a Wirnulpeg audience,
provieus te the hour at wviicli tho lecture
wvus ndvertised ta commence. Marked
attention. was given, the speaker, and the
frequonit outhursts of most enthuRiastie
applause i eemied te convey tho impressioni
tîtat if tîtose present were not in active
symipathy widi the Commercial 'Union
miovenîent, they atleIt appreciated the
lecture and te importance of the subject.
As ne reselution was brouglit ferward
cither for or against Commercial 'Union,
and nothing but a sia-ple vote of titanks
te te lecturer was moved, tho exact feel-
ing of the meeting as te the monits or
denienits of Commercial Union could net
ho ascertained. If enthusiasin and atten-
tien coutl bo taken as an indication, it
could bo said that the audience were
almost, uaauniously favorable te the sub-
jeet. Tihis idea dees not, itowever, necez-
sarily follow, and besides, it is known
that niaay wvho extended such a hearty
wvelcenîe te the eminent, Canadian-Ameri.
can, are undoubtedly opposed tW Commer-
cial Union in piniciple.

However, there is ne doubt but that in
the present state cf affairs iti the West,
Commercial Union woWl ho welcomed by
a considerable portion cf aur pepi, latior.
Many pèrhaps whe do nUot boliove, in
Commercial «Union in theory, wvould un-
doubtedly prefer such an arrangement in
preference te tite policy cf monoPely and
isolation forced upon this cou<ntr-y by the
Dominion. The Iltrade policy " of the
Dominion Governinont has undeubtedly
driven a great many cf the People Of
Manitoba and the West tW look faverably
ripou titis Commercial Union question.
Anything tW break the policy newv forced
upon the WVest, is the statement cf many,
and most undoubtedly Commercial Union
would ho a thousand times preferable te
the continuation cf moaopoly and isolation.
If, therefore, the pe.ople cf this part of
Canada are favorable W t Commercial
Union, the "ltrade policy " cf the Domin-
ion is largely accountablo fer it. Te the
Manitoba fanmer the faut that duricg the
past ivinter wheat ban been bringing front
four te six cents :àigher just across the
boundary ia M~innesota and Dakota, is a
strenger argument in favor cf 'Commeercial

Unotitan anytbing which can ho said
againat it. Rnilway monopely bas there


