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the collective ivisdomn had undergone an astonishiing alterition
f0r the bctter. Canning ivas aiccu4ton)ed to say that the taste of»
the Ilouse of Commons was bette r than ilit of the indiv'idual
is'ithin il whose taste iniglt be conid'ere(l tie Les*. Certainly
there k, an aýitoiing quickness, (lelicacy, antI in the long run,
sotutdiie-;s of j(Igmei it in the opinion of the fl ouze. As correct
taste is the great prevailing character ofthe assembly, so correct
taste is Ille Lest qiiîalific:ttion fo0r a fair reptle thiat any aspirant
cun pos -ess. Titis is uiti brttnal e, perliaps, but it is truc. The
tane ot* the lictuse is prii-e-:Žunentlyi that ot'gentlemnen, and bias
the corresjionding fâults andi merit-z. It show gîat faveur lu
inespeiience ; it shows great indignation at lirestiniption ; apl)pear-
ance, manner, chnstcness of elocution, glace of expression, have
Iliere a greater %veight than in atiy othier public assemblv in Eng-
land, (the flouse cf Lords scarcely excep~te(]) ; and the respect
paid to character even ivithout lalcii, is thr more constant anîd
far more courteoui than thât which, ta!ent, %vithout character cari
ever obtain.

You often hear men out of flie 1-buse say-"' Oh, So antd So
cannot have mlich weight in Parliament, hie declaims too much."
Noiv it is utterly %vrong to suppose that the flouse is averse ta
declamnation. Witit a full and excited flouse declamation is iii-
comparably more successl*ul thin reasoning; il is only in a tlio
House, on a question ef business, that the correct taste ive have
referred ta revels irtstantly at aIl unaecescary ornament or un-
seasonable ivarmth.

Remember" said an old and ibghly distinguisbed inember te
a young debutant o'promise, &" te character ofthe House is Ibis:
il is an assembly of men wvbo have seen much ; ivbio htave read
sparingly. Address them not as deep) thinkers, net as keen in-
qitirers. not as ingenieus specula tors, not as ardent politicians;
address them as men of the ivorld." And here is one great rea-
son wvhy success in generai is the wvork of years. To please
men ofîthe wvorld, you must bc a man of the ivorid yoursell, and
Ibis the young politician from Oxford or bis travels must live
longer in order ta become. Intense study masters ai other
knowledge, but long experience oti(y gives knoiIedge of lthe
vo rld.

Mi~ 100 mucb tbe fashion for men out of tbe House te say-
"Great information is sure of succeçs!" Great inl'brmation, If

of thte highest and most .varied order, requires tl e nicest, te
rarest skill in ils management. Notbing the Flou so, litle for-
gives as a display of'superiority greater than tbe occasion demande.
Notbing it se despises as refined and neiv truths ; il fias a great
dislike ta philosophy ; a great leaninLy t a bold common-place
ingeiiiously put ; to a well graced truism %vbicb a mian of large
information %vould be 100 apt bo disdain. Yo)u are far more easily
pardoned for fallirig below, than for soaring beyond te intellect
of the House. When Mrs. Siddons %vas reading in ber finest man-
ner one of the finest pas2ages in Milton to a deligbtcd audience


