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of appeal conteînplated by this 3li, of reiitting to three or
five judges the deterinination of quetions of fact, is a complete
innývation. It is tried for the first time in criminal. law, and .

in iny judgxuent it is frauight with the greatest danger to inio-
cent per8ons. It astounds nme that it shculd be thought that a
Court of Appeal in a vrimiai case shouild hear the case iu the
absence of the prisoner. I do0 not know NM iy his presence is te
be unneesary.

Further, it is generaily recogni7ed, andi in .4upport of this
statement I might cite passages front the Report of the important
Commission presided over in 1879 by Lord Blackburn, thalt if
there le to be an appeal in e!riinial cases there must be a new
triai, and it le because this is an innovation in,, andi a fuinda-
mental departure fromn, our crinîluaia procedture that 1 think it
right to enter my protest againest it. I (ln net for a momient
refer to the probable niumber of appeals. If this Bill Nvere pasd
in its present shape thtre would be niauy hundreds of appetils,
but I ar n ot; going to argue the qjuestioni froni that poinit of
view. If it le righit. it ought to bo passe(, whatever may ho the
burden put on the country. But,. as this ll is franmed, it gives
en appeal to the rich which the poor eannot avait themelves of.
This le no claptrap argument. it ie the fact. If these appeals
are to be of any use. there must ho eouneel, and solicitors, and
ail the documents, anti other niatter ludeit ho put properly before
the Court. Such a costly appeai nîay ho for the henefit of the
cornpany proineter with a.ny àînowt of money who lias heeni
charged with fraudulent coiislirae>', but it %vill flot betnefit the
poor mnan in the event of there havinig heen soine miiscarriage of
justice. The procedure ie %rholiy insufficient to ineet that diffi- ,,

culty. Mioreover, the difficuities iii the way of the practicai
working of this soheme are alnîost insuperable as the Bl i
now framed.

I feel my responsibility so gravely in this matter that I doV
flot hesitate to ask your Lordships te hear me on another part
of the question. If I arn right lu sa.-ing that there has not been %.-
thought in past tirnes necessity for this reform, has anything -

happened in the last few years to eall for tii- partiefflar ainend-
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