
PROPOME ÂXMXFXMNT TO THE =LOrloiI LAW.

based on the aurions expectation that it ill b. enforeed by
persans who have juat broken it.

The present writer-, when acting as official stenographer.
about sixteen :'âé re ago, attended a large number of triale in
connection with election petitions and graduplly bame con-
vinced that the great defedt Ini the law waa in affording so naany
opprrunities ta preveut instead of ta aid a full investgation,
and soon afterwards Le eslled publie attention ta it in articles
published ini sanie of th... daily newspapers. Referring ta the
defeot in question as it theu appeared ta bum, he -vmte as
folloiva

" Cine of the weakneases of the. present law hs that after an
election petition has been preeented containixag a large number
of aliegations of flagrant violations of the law, the respondent
znay avoid a fu.ll investigation by a simple admission that a
teehnical violation of the. law han been comniitted and upon
snob admission the. respondent is unseated and the. whole pro-
ceedings are forthwith terxu gated, and, as a resuit of this 'in-
vestigation' thus legally stified, the corrupt praotices of the
voters escape exposure and punisbment. How eau. vaterii be.
expeeted to fear laws against bribery when investigation and
punishment for thoir violation uan b. so ea.Ily avoided ¶ One
of the. primary abjects of the law was that corrupt practioes
at elections should be fly invetigated and punisir d, but bjr
tuis easy method of terminating the whole proceedings a capi-
tal illustration is given of 'how not ta d*o it.' Parliament should

, à remedy this defect and ahould prevent the making of any az'-
rangement between parties by which in consideration of the
petition against Mr. Blank, M.?., being 'dropped' the petition
againat Mr. Dash, U.P., who is on the other side of politise,
would aiea 'b. abandoned. This practice of trading off petitions
is a most reprehensible one. The power to stop a jadicial in-
Ystgation involving serions charges againat many voters should
net b. in the. hands of ti wire-Puflers of MWa political paxty.

In 1897 the writer repested this atateinent ini a pablie criti-
ohm of the law.

Âlthough various anaendmnts have b..» mnade to, the. law
*>iCe that time there bus beau no remedy for the, defeet tins


