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not grent statesman, bocause they were
great lawyers. Laplace Ias a very distin-
gaisied iatlhemaatician. As a politician,
he was se great a failure that Napoleon
designated Iii the " infinitesimal states-
iain," And great law'yers who are only

law'yers, are, like mathematicians ivio arc
only matheinaticians, very apt to make
infinitely small statesmten.

Tlie more lawyer is a ina of feris and
tecinicalities. H1e is, indeed, hiampered
by forais and teciicalities. Ile dwiells
in the latter of the statute, and rarely
rises on great occasions te its spirit. lHe
is very apt te forget tiat the Laws are
inade fox' the country, net the country for
the Laws and accordingly lie would con-
serve the Ltaw though the country went
te lie dogs. ie lrgots, too frequently,
that the country's salvation is the higlcst
law.

'flic trifling interests he relatively, after
all, has a stake, induce a bruyancy of hope
and a confident dependence on the orcli-
nary consequences of humai events
w'hich genierally tak lie place of reiason-
able foresight. Even if lie is far-sigited
enough te trouble iminself about the eh-
saure future io even the ftollowing year, the
problem of possible contiigencies becoimes
to intricate for lilas to grapple writh.
Suffice it foi' him, if' hic grand palpable
result within the succeding few montlis
is seemingly in his own favr. Tiis is
the condition ahvays of ignorant persons
gifted with political pow'er.

Wh ere ignorance is accompanied, as it
must ahvays be,>iwith the pestilential brand
of apathy towartds the interests of others,
andi a persistent concentration of tender-
ness upon their on, teio consequences
are even still more glooiny taid desolate.
Governm'iîent becoines viewed as a patent
invention for turning te tie greatest pos-
sible accouat one portion of the 'iwole
people for the inlaterial enricliieit cf
another, nudis ne longer loyally cherisihed
as an indispensable suppleniaent to genOe
al inoi'ality, te b discrectly licndlod for
the w'elfare of all.

, All great statesmsen have understood the
evil of trusting te lawvyers te legislate for
us, ne mnatter liow good-intentioned, aud
evenl in the freest countries have been
guided by it. Fox: recognizedl it when lie
said: "-He w'ho trusts te the vague and
rash notions of abstract riglt in preference
to the constant and uiiformsn testiiony of
experience wiill find Iimaself iniserably
deceived in his calculations on all subjects
of commercial os' political discussion."
Blîrke recognized it w'hen he gave itter-
ance to the Ioi-cis : " lRefined policy 'as
ever boon the parent of confusion; and
ever will b so, as long as thle world on.

dur'es. Plain good intention, which is as
easily discovered at the first view as fraud
is surely detected at last, is of no mean
force in the governiment of iankind.
Genuine sinplicity of Ieart is a haaling
ai camenting prinîciple. Parlianistary
governmint lias its dangers, especially
wlien lawyers are at its heai. Macaulay
reimarks, speaking of wiliiam Pitt, that
paîliamentary governinnt is government
by speaking, anid, in such a governiment
the power of speaking is the Most. highly
prized of aIl flic qualities wIicl a politi-
cial can possess : and that powrer may
exist in tue higiest degree without forti-
tutde, without skill in reading the charac-
ters of inca or te signs of tie tines, with-
out any nlowletge of the principles of
legislation or of lPolitical iconiomy. Na'y,
it iay liappen tlat those very intellectual
qualities whichi give a lpecuîliar charin te
the speeches of c public man iay be in.
compatible witli the qualities which would
fit hia to meet a pressing ecergency irith
promptitude and firmness-"' What the
statesaman neds is what thte great lavyer
is very likoly not to possess, a large con-
verso with non and inuch intercourse in
life, and not, by way of preforence, a delp
study of books.

For many of the suggestions contained
in this article we ara indebted to c con-
munication which appeared in a recent
inmber of a Chicago paper. iWe shall

rotuin to the suîbject again. Meantime
w'e shall have donc ouri' duty if w set our
readors to tlhinking on :the matter.

THE TRAVELLEBS'.

The Financier says :-The Travelers Iu-
surance Company is out witi its twenty.
tiitd (semi-annual) statenent, and shows
a surplus to policy liolders (Now Yor'k
stantard) cf $1,228,499.73. Ils accident
business began April 1, 1864. Ils life
departmnent dates fron July ist, 1866.
During tiat tine, its assets have incrcased
froni $250,000 to $3,470,319.86. ''he con-
Pany lias an excellent reputrtion at home
und abroad loi' good management, and ils
present managers have been with it froin
its orgainizatioil.

The Detroit Tribtue says t-The Trave-
lors Insuratnce Company, of Hartford, the
first accident insuriance coinpany in Amer-
ica, coimiencedi business in 1864, with a
capital of $250,000, and htas in tue eleven
years of its existence, written over 380,000
poIicies, paid over 22,000 claims for death
et' injury, aggregatiisg $2,100,000, cand in-
creased its assets to $3,470,319. As a sain-
pIe of the way the people take to a new
idea, if 't looks like a goodl oie, bring up
the career of the Travelers insurance Com-
pauy.

'Tie lead office for the Dominion is in
Montreail, inider the managemient of
Messrs. Foster, Wells, and Brinley.

JACQUEtS CsARITIER IANK.

The adjourned special mieeting of the share_
hilders of the Jacquet Cartier Bank was Ild
ait two o'clock yesterday itfternoon. Previous
to the regilar itteeting, the shareholders
asseubld et ait informîal meîeting, Air. Globei-
sky, M.P., in the clhttir.

The CHitA N stated the result of ait in-
terview which Itle Coumittec appointed on lthe
previots day hatid hadl iith the Diretors, ir.
Rodier, cne of' tlie itrgest shtireolders, was
unfortunately oit of town, butI the rest of the
Directors hiad ofiirled Io surrender to lthe use
and irofit of i it Bank the aiiounit , of stock
which they eld in the Institutio, viz. S2>0000,
on conidition tUait the shareiolders relieved them
fromi ail further liabili ty.

Mr. bntexcîîAxo strongly oppioscd Ite ccep-
tance cif the oir, which he thouigiti was n-
wsorthy of tlie tmei vio by their nîegligence
iad brougit the Bank into ils iresetnt situation.
A warrant ias been issued agtinst the
Cashier yesterday, but he could not b fouid,.

Mr. OntNSii said Ie was itot in fasvottr or
accepting less itan $300, i, as lie was audvisel
that the Directcr mîtigit probably be ield liable
for a imtillion.

It being inow 2 .m.,
r. mlssox, who iad entered, took the chair,

in order le restmse the regular mîeeting
adjourned fro the previoîus day.

Iir. E. L. DLs BLIiLEEUILLE , Secretary, read tlie
aminutes of the previous day's m ieeting, hviici
were confiried.

The UusitMAN diesired te expliain tliat it iras
not the business of tlie Commsittee oflnvestiga-
tion to exoîterate the Directors and the Casiier,
or te proceed againîst theam. Tieir duty was te
imake an investigation and to repotrt the result.
The shtareholders blad, iudoubtedly, tieir
recourse îîgainst the Diiectors, but the mîission
of tie Cconttînittec d hadl nothing to do with itat.
ilt was fir lthe iceting nowt lo say whsietier the
report of the îonimîittee shouild be adopted or
not. The drait resoltlion swas itot part of the
report.

.Mr. LEANDIE CHAPWT isove, seconded by
M.r. 1. La.it, thatîi te r.elort of the Comi-
itt ile ha ilopted. (Tue report tîppealred in the

GAzxor'r:, yesterday.)
Mr:. BRaaCHAUn mloved, in am11Ilenmet that

the rieort of the Commsittee he it disapcproved
in ils entitety, btl bu miiiiinetl su that the
Directors he nt discharged front tleir, respion-
sibiility fur maiiladiniis trattion and wvant of care.

The Cîiitui x considered iMr. Branchaud's
resolut!on absoluitely out cf order. The report
of lte t]oiimittee, tis ie ittadi explaied, had
nothitig 1t do witii lte exoneration of tbe Dirco-
tors or the Cashier.

Mr. liotu ial no iiination to rellect

potn the Cuittee. They hald a diilicult iiuty
to discharge, axd no doubt deserved thanks for
their services. But lie shareholders hadl also a
duty tu iterforms, id they could net renouice
the rigit, f cproceding against the Directors.

The CHimîas said that riglît existed tiier
lthe las, and le reuort of the Ccimiitte culid
iot afluct it in any way.


