
TUE DOUKIIOBOUIS

vjhose huge gateway your wondering
feet may lead.

Sueh siglits as thes meet the eye!
The. flax wheel revolving in a mist as
the. kerchiefed. spinner works. The
duat flying as the flax-pounders beat
out the flax-seed on the tarpaulin
spread i the deep shade ef the. great
Rusian circle te be scen llowhere eise
oiitside of Russia but here in Can-
ada!I The chiidren with gathered
skirts in arm, treading eut the plas-
ter-the Russian plaster made of
mnanure and sifted earth, with whicb
the. muide of the houses are plastereti
before being whitewaslicd se spotiess
andi freali. Ail around the bouses are
flowers that, besides beautîfying
serve a practical purpose in yielding
iioney te the. bees of the apiary. In a
special kitehien-garden cucumbers-
aplenty kept fresh andi succulent
by a systein of irrigation by means
of th~e giant pump dewn by the river
-te pride of Peter Veregin's
iieart andi saiti te b. the. largest of its
kiud in Canada. Strawberry 1>eds andi
a tiiensanti other sinail fruits suj>.
ply the great centrally-located jain.
facory down by thc river opposite
the railroad station, tii. jain Xactery
that enableti the Doukiiobeurs te,
mnake their gift ef several hundreti
pountis of their delicions jain te the
boys in " khaki"- net so long ago.

If yeu have the. time te spenti a
nlgiit or twe with these hospitable
people yen may de se free of charge
in "the. Church"-a name they give
to their tewn hall.

The. Cliurch is aise the. s.ioolL'a
fLue, big building witii a neat andi
clean suite of living-rooms aboya.
01<1 Alick Cherioff andi wite, care-
takers, wml in the absence of the.
sdiool-teacher frein New York aet as

et year is eomiplet., andi the. grea-,
slices of Russian breati that the enor-
meus boat affords.

Tri the. centre et the, valley besideý
the public iiiglhway, trailing away te
the east, ene happeins on anolwrd
"threshing-flooýr". Perhaps tlic only
ene of its kiud this side the Atianitie',
viier. the tirmers brig their wlbeati
andi assemble frein ail directions,. wit1h
their herses te leuti a hbaud witii the
thresbing. Thiis thireshing-floor with
the, herses, driven by boys standing
on drags, treatiing in spiriteti circles
over the. wiieat, wlien seeni through
a bas. ef flying dust, lookse more like
a scene frein olti Testament landis
than anything Canadian I

After tiie tireti herses are driveni
off, the. tawny ehaif is taken in band
by men armed with home-matie
woedeu terks witii wbili tbey tees
the. straw in air wiiere tii. wint b1ows
off the. chaif anti the wii.at talla te
earth ini a heap.

Words are altogetiier inadequate
te descrube thua *ieat-threaiiing
seeue: It neetis the painter's brusi
te bring out the tawny colours and
the. figures et thie moujeks witii the
ligbt atriking on the. handf-mai;de
veotien terks, the, long pronge flaisb-
ing in air like the sabres of ani adi-
vancing troop. After a tino tii. air
becomes se thick witb straw-dust the.
outliries of the. working figures lose
their sharpuess anti the aun itaélf la
almoat toneti off into the yeilow hase,.

Wiicn tiie wiieat is ail ni.ely clean-
ed itis stredin bins in a or-r
in "Tiie Church"-and la tiiouoe
taken to miii. Everybody iiaving a
shar. in the, fleur as in everytiiing
else produceti on the, great f arm.

It is ifilcuit te realis. tbat tiiese,
People viii receive ne pay, as we
understanti it, for all thia hard we,*;
but on thie etiier baud neither do they
bave te pay ont money for wages or
foodi or heuse rexit or elotiies or furni-
turc as we haive te do. And iiavlug
ne neceffaity for "force" te upiiolti
the, law, tii.y bave ne «taxes".


