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—— MoGu. Untvegsity.—The Annual Convocation of this University
took place on the 8rd inst., in the Wm. Moleon Hall, A. Robertson, Baq.,
one of the Governors, presiding in the absence of the President, The
meeting was opened by prayer by the Rev. Vice Principal Leach. After
the reading of the minutes, the following gentlemen were elected to repre-
sent the graduates of the several Faculties, in the Corporation, as Fellows
of the University :—Wm. B. Lambe, B.C.L.; Walter Jones, M.D, ; Brown
Chamberlin, M, A., B.C.L. The names of the following gentlemen were
then read by the Dean of the Faculty of Arts, as entitled to the degree of
B.A :—Alvan F. Sherrill, Archibald Duff, James MeGregor, Jobn H. Both-
well, George H. Pease, John, N. Muir, Francis W. Hicks, Lonsdale Green,
Donald Baynes Qraduates in Civil Engineering, Gulian, Pickering, Rix-
ford. The following names were then read as having passed the interme-
diate examinations of the University, which take place at the end of the
second year: Class I. McGill College,—~Meredith B. Bethune, A. Ramsay
MecDuff. , Morrin College,—James G Colston, Robert Cassels. Class 11—
McGill College,—Colin Campbell Stewart, Jacob De Witt Anderson,
Arthur Adderley Browne, Clarence Chipman, William Jno. Watts, Lewis
Alex. Hart, Jas Perrigo. Morrin College,—Henry O. Scott, Wm. Cook,
John W. Cook, Ivan 'T. Wotherspoon, Theophilus H. Oliver, Henry
Macnab Stuart, Thomas J, Oliver, Neil W. MoLean, Wm. Clint. Class 11r
MecGill College,—Silas Everitt Tabb, Hugh McLeod, Wm. Henry Beckett,
John Morrison, James Smith. The list of honors and prizes was then read
as follows: Graduating Class. 1. Mathematics and Natural Philosophy,
—Duff, Arcbibald, 1st rank honours; Anne Molson, Gold Medal. 2.
Classics,—George H. Pease, 1st rank honours; Prince of Wales’ Gold
Medal. McGregor, James, 1st rank honours. 3. Natural Sciences,—Both-
well, John A., 18t rank honours; Logan Gold Medal; Sherrill, Alvan F,
1st rank honours, and highest general standing ; Chapman Gold Medal.
Bothwell, John A., prize in Mental and Moral Philosophy; Prize Eseay.
The degree of B. A. was then confertod on the graduating class; after
which &m veledictory was read by Mr. McGregor. The degree of M. A.
was then conferred on the following gentlemen :—Joseph Green, B.A.;
Jobn Boyd, B.A.; Caleb 8. De Witt, B.A. The Rev. Prof. Dr. De Sola,
LL.D., then gave the address to the graduates. In it he, in the first place,
dwelled especially upo the nimportance, of physieal culture, for the mainten-
ance of a sound mind in a sound body; reminding them that the universe,
and themselves as a portion of it, were under immutable laws. He next
warned them, whilst pursuing their studies, to beware of bad books and
evil comranions;a)so, the superficially going over popular works; and,
above all, that tendency of the present age to call in question, without
sufficient grounds, opinions and beliefs long established and entertained by
the wigest and the best of our race, He algo impressed upon the gradu-
ates the necessity of concentrating their faculties on their future voeations,
at the same time not neglecting the general course of the world’s advance
in knowledge. They should also cultivate the refined manners and bear-
ing of the gentleman, which never could be done if they, by any vicious
indulgenee, allowed themselves to lose their own self respect.

The Rev. Prof. Hatch, of Morrin College, Quebec, was then called, on
by the Chairman to address the Convocation. He did so, dwelling on the
advantages accruing to both Colleges from the affiliation of the Morrin
one with that of MeGill during the past year. A wider field of cowmpeti-
tion was now open to the students of each college, and not only the cause
of education, but that of truth would be helped forward. There were now
examinations which were common to both Colleges, and he believed the
students of Morrin would run those of MeGill neck to neck; but, though
the stulents of the former might not prove formidable rivals to those of
the latter, whoever should win the race the advantage would be the same.
In competing with another college in these University examinations, the
achievement would be greater, as would likewise the spur to diligence.
He was glad that the standard of education would be thus raised, and the
cause of truth advanced, for the aim of the student’s life was to find out
what was really truth, and what we really were.

The Principal then announced the following honorary degrees as having
been granted by the Corporation :—The degree of B.C.L., honoris causa, to
Prof. Edward Carter ; the degree of M D., ad cundem, to D. L. McGee Careys
Esq.; the degree of B.A., ad eundem, to the Rev. E. P. Muir, of Montreal ;

the degree of LL.D., honoris causa, to the Rev. Prof. Lyall, of Dalhousie
College, Halifax. He then said he was happy to see Prof. Hatch there,
representing a aister. college, placed under cireumstances not unlike their
own, and founded ‘hke McGill, by a rich and benevolent citizen. He was
glad to feel that this University, ‘not baving affiliated colleges in each of
the greatest centres of the Engligh speaking and Protestant population of
Lower Canada, might now fairly take rank as the University of that class
of our people, Such had been the object of the founder of the University,
who only stipulated that one of the colleges of the University should bear
his name ; but the Upiversity up to the present time had borne it; and
though they might seek a wider denomination, yet, perhaps, they could
not bear a better title for the present, or rully under a better name even
for all coming time. He congratulated Morrin College that, with such a
short evistence, it had been able to send up so many successful men this
Year to the intermediate examination. H{-‘ regretred that the number of
students from Montreal should be decreasing, and that she no longer con-
tributed the msjority of the students, which had been done during the

past year by the country. He hoped the tide in this respect had seen ita
lowest, and that, hereafter, not merely those intended for professions woald
come and graduate within the walls of McGill, but those who were meant
to follow the pursuits of trade, the more so,seeing that the cost ot her cur-
riculum was so small. He then alluded with much feeling to the founders
of the new medals, characterieing the founding of the Shakspearean one as
being a cireumstance most honourable to Montreal, and as one of the hap-

iest of thoughts. This medal would stimulate to the study of English
iterature, a branch of learning with which students were, perhaps, upon
the whole, the most slenderly provided. This medal would be something
left, after the mere show of the oceasion had passed away, and was meant
for those who might be considered as being amongst us the best represen-
t.gtives of him in memory of whom, and for whose honour, it had been pro-
vided. He then alluded to the Anna Molson medal, as having been pro-
vided by a lady, and of its being not only a proof of the wish of an edu-
cated woman for the success of that Institution, but a token on the part of
one Canadian mother of the deep interest she felt in common with other
such mothers, in the proper and complete educational training of their
sons for a useful and successful manhood. He also alluded to the Logan
medal, stating that the study of geology, esgeciully in a new country like
this, was second in importance to no other branch, but should be part of
the curriculum of every educated gentleman. He begged there publicly
to return thanks in the name of the university for these medals, and would
remind them that more yet might be done, either in the shape of bursaries.
gifts of books to the library, or the providing by endowment for some of
the chairs already established, and so prevent the necessity of further cur-
tailing by sale the grounds surrounding the College.

The benediction having been promounced by the Rev, Prof. Hateh, the
convoeation adjourned until to-morrow.*

IX. Bepavimental PAntices,

UPPER CANADA TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION.

We would direct the especial attention of teachers to the Supple-
ment which accompanies the present number of the Journal of
Educution, announcing the time and place of the next annual meot-
ing of the Teachers’ Association for Upper Canada. 'Irustees re-
ceiving the Journal, will please hand the Supplement to the teachers
at their earliest convenience.

In connection with this matter, we would direct attention to the
following paper, containing some useful suggestions on the subject
of Teachers’ Associations. In the Journal for March, we inserted
a paper containing a list of *‘ Topice for Teachers’ Meetings,” which
is well worthy of attention. The volumes of the Journal already
wblished,_ also contains a variety of articles on kindred subjects.

o heartily wish our Provincial Association great success in its
career of usefulness.—[Ed. J. of E.

TEACHERS' ASSOCIATIONS—THEIR ADVANTAGES AND USES, AND
THE BEST MODE OF CONDUCTING THEM,

BY REV. E. P, PRATT.

I send you by request the substance of a Report read before the
‘“Teachers’ Iustitute of Scioto County,” at its annual mecting,
December 29, 1863, on the above topic. My views are the result
of my own reflections, guided by the principles of common sense,
without any experience in attending such associations, except the
one organized here, or any reading on the subject.

To be able to manage any piece of mechanism, or conduct any
organization successfully, the first thing required is to have a clear
idea of its nature and design. What, then, is the nature and design
of the Teachers’ Institute ? What is the end sought to be accom-
plished by it? Tt is made up of a number of the friends of educa-
tion, some of whom are engaged in teaching and others not, gath-
ered from a given section of country to deliberate upon and discuss
subjects connected with the work of educating the youth of our
land. They are expected to bring together their individual stock of
knowledge and skill, whether gained by experience or from reading,
and cast it into a common stock for the benefit of all. It is not the
design of these associations to examine teachers, nor to hold a
¢ mutual adwmiration society ;” nor for each to try to exhibit him-
self and show how much wiser and more learned he is than all the
rest. Nor is their main object to perfect each other in the drill of
the ordinary branches taught in our schools, or the best mode of
imparting instruction in those branches. Somethihg of this will, of
course, be accomplished, but it should be regarded as of secondary
importance. ~We want to make better educafors, rather than
instructors, by these associations. A man may be absolutely per-
fect in the different branches he is required to teach, and yet be a
very poor teacher. He may go his regular rounds as accurately as
a blind horse in a tread-mill, and yet feel but little more interest in
his work.

One object of Teachers’ Institutes should be to exalt the voca-
tion of the teacher. Our teachers themselves need to have a better

* Want of space compels us to defer the next day’s ptoceedings.—£4d. J. Ed.




