
-»p^>»=<

!
*•

1

I f

t 72 ]

At the fame time, if I am able, and if I (hall be per-

mitted, I will lend an humble helping hand to any other

good work, which is going on. I have not. Sir, the

frantic prefumption to fuppofe, that this plan contains

in it the whole of what the public has a right to expeft,

in the great work of reformation they call for. Indeed,
it falls infinitely fliort of it. It fallsfhort, even ofmy own
ideas. I have fome thoughts not yet fully ripened, relative

to a reform in the cuftoms and excife, as well as in fome
other branches of financial adminiftration. There ,«

other things too, which form eflential parts in a great

plan for the purpofe of leftoring the independence of par-

liament. The contra<5lors bill of laft year it is fit to re-

vive ; and I rejoice that it is in better hands than mine.

The bill for fufpending the votes of cuftomhoufe officers,

brought into parliament feveral years ago, by one of our
worthieft and wifeft members,* (would to God we
could along with the plan revive the pcrfon whodefigned
it.) But a man of very real integrity, honour, and abi-

lity will be found to take his place, and to carry his idea

into full execution. You all fee how neceffary it is to

review our military cxpences for fome years paft, and,

if poflibic, to bind up and clofc that bleeding artery of

profufion : but that buHnefs alfo, I have reafon to hope,

will be undertaken by abilities that are fully adequate

to it. Something mult be devifed (if poflible) to check

the ruinous expence of eledlions.

Sir, all or moll of thefe things muft be done. Every
one muft take his part.

If we fhould be able by dexterity or power, or in-

trigue, to difnppoint the expectations of our conftitu-

cnts, what will it avail us ? we fhall never be ftrong or

crtful enough to parry, or to put bv the irrefiftible de-

mands of our fituation. That fituation calls upon us,

and upon our conilituenr., too, with a voice which zviU

be heard. I am fure no man is more zcalouf.y attached

than I am to the privileges of this houfe, particularly

in regard to the exclufivc management of money. The
lords have no right to the difpofition, in any fenle, of the

public purfe; but they have gone further in f felf-denial

• \V. Dowr'efwell, Ef., cluncellor of the exchequer, 1765.

f Kejcdlion of LorJ Siielbunic's mution in the Houfc of Lords.
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