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There never, Centlemei], was a period In
which the iUlfalnci; of lome men has been
put to fo fove a trial. It is not very difficult
for well-formed minds to abandon their in-
tereft

; but the leparation of fame and virtue
is an iiarfli divorce. Liiicrty is in danger of
bt- ig m.ide unpopular to Eiigliflimen. Con-
tending for an imaginary power, we begin to
acquire the fpiric of domination, and tolofe the
relifh of honeft equality. The principles of
our forefathers become flifpeaed to us, be-
caute we fee them anunating the preft-nt oppo-
iition of onr children. The faults which grow
out of the luxuriance of freedom, appear much
more fhocking to us, than the bafe vices which
are gene ate from the ranknefs of fervitude.
Accoruingly tiie leaft reli fiance to power ap-
pears more inexcufc. jje in our eves than the
greatcft abufos ct authority. All dread of a
ftanding military force is looked upon as a fu-
perflitious panick. All fhamc of calling in
foreigners and favages in a civil contefl is worn
oft. We grow indifferent to the conlequences
inevitable to ourfclves from tlie plan of ruling
halt the empire b a mercenary (word. VV'c
are taught ro believe, triat a defire of domi-
ne^rmg over our counrrvmen, is love to our
country; tl.at thofe who hate civi.l war abet
rebellion; and that the am able and co icilia-
tory virtue

> of Icn-ty, nxxicraticn, and ten-
dernels to the privil( gcb.of tlu.>le vv!:o depend

en


