ADDRESS

OF THE HONOURABLE CHIEF JUSTICE ROBINSON; ON PASSING SENTENCE OF DEATH UPON

SAMUEL LOUNT

AND PETER MATTHEWS.

On Thursday, the 29th March instant,
SamceL Lount and PeTER MATTHEWS, Who
on the preceding Monday had pleaded GuiLTy
to the Indictment preferred against them for
Hieun TreasoN, were again placed at the
Bar, when the ATTorRNEY GENERAL moved
for Judgment against them. Silence having
been proclaimed, His Honor, the Cuigr
JusTice, pronounced the awful sentence of
the Law, preceded by the following impressive
Address :

Samver Lount and Perer MaTTREws !

You have been arraigned upon several
indictments charging you with High Treason
In accordance with the humane provisions of
our law, many days have necessarily elapsed
between the time of your being indicted and
arraigned ; and in that interval you were fur
nished with full and exact copies of the charges
preferred against you, together with lists of the
witnesses by whom those charges were to be
proved, and with the names of the jurors who
were Lo pronounce upon the awful question of
your guilt or innocence. Having had all these
advantages for disproving the charge, that
were possible, you have each of 1 upon your
arraignment pleaded ‘guilty;” that is, you have
confessed that upon the day named in the indict.
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It may, therefore, not be necessary (and I
hope it is not) that I should insist apon the
enormity vl‘yuur crime, with a view Lo convince
you of the justice of that law under whose
severest condemnation you have brought your
selves ; nor would I do so from any desire to
add tc the misery of your apparently hopelees
situation. That, you may be assured, is not the
wish of any who are engaged in the administra
tion of justice on this most painful occasion,
however much they must all abhor the crime of
which you stand convicted. Bat it may be of
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Jury of your country for redress, with the cer
tainty that you would havethe same measure of
Justice dealt out to you, asif you were the high.
est and wealthiest persons in the Province. You
have, yourselves, I dare say, exercised aa Jurors
the privilege of dispensing justice to others ; and
you must wel know that in this Province, no
man is so rich, or so powerful, that he can
injure his neighbour with impunity, and no man
80 poor or so humble that he could not appeal
with confidence to the protection of the law.
In short, you were living in the enjoyment of
as full 2 secarity against injury of every kind as
any pevple in the world; and with very many
advantages beyond what are possessed by the
inhabitants of most other countries.

Consider now, since you were in these cir-
cumstances, how many thousands of persons
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desperate excesses, and you did commit them ;—
excesses at which I bave no doubt, at one period
of your lives, you would both of you have
shuddered. It s for this reason, among others,
that treason is justly regarded as the greatest
of all crimes ; for those who engage in rebellion
can go but a little way without involving them.
selves in many offences of the very darkest dye
and the short history of your treason presents
melancholy proofs of this.

Consider now,.prisoners, the miserable con.
sequences thag hve followed your rebellion.—
I will not dwell upon a subject which ought to
be, and which I dare say is, most distressing to
you; I mean the ruin and discredit which you
have brought upon your unhappy families ; but
think upon the many hundreds of other inno-
cent persons upon whom this wicked attempt
of yours bas brought suffering, and shame, if
not utter destruction. These all might have
been now living in peace and happiness; but
you know that at this moment their nearest
relations—Lhose upon whom they depended for
comfort and support—are either scattered over
a foreign land, as fugitives from justice, or are
now suffering in prison, with the dreadful pros.
pect before them of being arraigned upon char.
ges for which they must answer with their lives

I hope you have endeavoured to retrace in’
your minds the causes of your dreadful fall.—
There is no doubt the chief cause has been your
wilful forgetfulness of your duty to your Creator,
and of the purposes for which life was bestowed
upon you. Instead of being humbly thankful
to a kind Providence, which had cast your lot

free, and prosperous country ; you have,

too long and unreservedly indulged in a
feeling of envy and hatred towards your rulers
—which was sure to undermine every just and
generous sentiment, and to lead in the end to
the ruin of your happiness and peace

It is one of the miserable consequences of the
abuse of liberty, that a licentious press is per-
mitted to poison the public mind with the most
absurd and wicked misrepresentations, which the

utinquiry, receive andact upon
It is, to be sure, in the power of the

s to restrain this evil to a certain extent, or,
at least, they may attempt to do 8o ; but such is
the perverseness of a great portion of mankind,
that whenever it is endeavoured to exert this
power, the attempt is felt, and resented, as an
infringement upon liberty. The viper unhappily
is cherished in the bosom, till, as in your case,
it gives the deadly sting ; and then it is acknow.
ledged, when it is too late, that it would have
been mercy not to have spared so long.

With respect to you, Samuer Lount,—you
are known to have held that station in this
Province, that you must have taken, and proba.
bly on more than one occasion, a deliberate oath
to bear true allegiance to that SovEREIGN against
whom you are convicted of having levied open
war. I hope you have now some sense of the
aggravated guilt of violating so solemn and
express an obligation.—In a country in which
you had Been admitted to the honorable privi-
lege of mhking laws to hind your fellow sub.
jects, it was due from you to set an example of
faithful obedience to public authority. Instead
of combining with deeperate and unprincipled
men to overthrow the Government of your
SovereIGN, and to set the laws at defiance, you
should have been found to resist such an
attempt by every sacrifice of life or property.
You are too intelligent not to have known
your duty. The signal fidelity of thousands of
the people of this Province of humbler station
than your own, shews that there was no room
for doubt as to the part which it became you to
act, as a man, as a subject, and as a Christian.
That you have so fatally deviated from that
course must now be the occasion of bitter re-
morse to yourself, as I have no doubt it is the
occasion of sorrow to most, if not all, of those
who were exposed to danger from the wicked
rebellion in which, I fear | must say, you took

+& very prominent part.

With regard to you, PETeErR MaTTHEWS, it is
notunknown to me that in one period of your
life, you proved yourself willing to render use-
ful service in defence of your country. You
are certainly not ignorant of that duty of alle.
giance which binds a subject to his SoveReieN ;
and it is to be deplored that you should so
fatally have betrayed it. I fear that the Part
which is known to have been borne by you in
the late miserable rebellion, was too conspicuous
to allow it to be supposed that you were a
reluctant, or unwilling agent. But I take it for
granted that the evidence of those facts which,
if you had not confi your guilt, would have
been laid before a Jury upon your trial, will be
submitted | ) the proper quarter.
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