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a meafure of this kind will falfify the declaration

of Congrcfs conftantly held up to the people, that

the Parliament intends to enflavc them. It cannot
• fail to remove their fears and fix a confidence in the

juftice and upright intentions of th^ State towards

them ; and it mufl do more towards breaking the

confederacy of the Cobniesy and reftoring their obe-

dience to Government, than any other meafure that

can be poffibly devifed.

The remarkable fucccfs of this policy, when
•adopted by Rome on a fimilar occafion, will, I

truft, prove a leflbn of indruftion to Britain. The
fuprcme authority of that city was abfolute over her

Colonies and Provinces. A conflitutional partici-

pation in the riglits of that authority, though pof-

. feflfed by the citizens, was imprudently v;ithheld

from the colonifts. This di(lin£lion, in refpeft to

itheir politic rights, gave great difcontcnt to the

^-latter. To obtain the fame rights which were en-

joyed by their fellow fubjeftsin Rome, they entered

into a confederacy ,^ and took arms. The Social war
cnfued. Many battles were fought ; the colonics

I often triumphed ; and Rome was reduced to the

greatcft extremity. At length her obftinacy and

j folly gave way to her fafety. A law was paffed,

called the Lex Jtdia^ becaufe propofed and obtained
by Lucius Julius Caefar, granting to fuch ofthe Co-

'ilonies as ftiould lay down their arms, the conjlitu-

tional rights of Roman citizens. This law being
immediately communicated to the Colonies, what
were the confequences ? Thofe Colonies which
were tired of the war, thofe which were content
with the terms offered, and thofe which wifhed to

be united with Rome, although the mode of the

grant was not perfectly agreeable to them, laid

down their arms, deferted the union, and returned
to their former obedience. And Rome, whofe
armies had been defeated in almoft every battle,

now, and not till now, triumphed in her turn ; and
foon after, honourably to herl'elf, ended the war,
and recovered her lofl authority over the Colonies.
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