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WEST INDIES.

be found in men of the fame rank in England, chap
Tlius the petty juries in the Weft-Indies arc com-

monly far more intelligent and refpeftable than

thofe in Great Britain. Every candid perfon, who

has attended the courts of criminal jurifdidlion in

both countries, muft confirm this obfervation.

But it is to the Creoles or Natives, that \vc

muft look for the original and peculiar caft of

charadter impreffed by the climate, if indeed the

influence of climate be llich as many writers

imagine. For myfelf, I am of opinion that the

climate of the Weft Indies difplays itfelf more

ftrongly on the perfons of the Natives, than

on their manners, or on the faculties of their

minds. They are obvioufly a taller race, on the

whole, than the Europeans ; but I think in ge-

neral not proportionably robuft. I have known

feveral who were full fix feet four inches in

height ; but they wanted bulk, to meet our

ideas of mafculine beauty. All of them, how-

ever, are diftinguiflied for the freedom and fup-

plenefs of their joints j which enable them to

move with great eafe and agility, as well as

gracefulnefs, in dancing. From the fame caufe

they excel in i^enmanlhip, and the ufe of the

fmall fword. It has been truly obferved, that

the efFe6t of climate is likewife obvious in the

ftrudlure of the eye, the focket being confider-

ably deeper than among the natives of Europe.
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