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mineral, which from the description given is, no

doubt, martial pyrites. In a creek, or branch of

the Fourche a Luke, there is found on the beaches

and in the cliffs, a great number of globular bo-

dies, some as large, or larger, than a man's head,

which, when broken, exhibit the appearance of

gold, silver, and precious stones ; most probably

pyrites and crystalized spar. And at the Four-

che des Glaises a Paul, (higher up the river than

Fourche a Luke,) near the river there is a cliff full

of hexagonal prisms, terminated by pyramids

which appear to grow out of the rock : they are

from six to eight inches in length, and some of

them are an inch in diameter. There are beds of

pyrites found in several small creeks communi*

eating with the Washita, but it appears that the

mineral indications are greatest on the Little Mis-

sourr; because, as before noted, some of the hun-

* ters actually worked on them, and sent a parcel of

the ore to New Orleans. It is the belief here, that

the mineral contains precious metal, but that the

Spanish government did not choose a mine should ,

be opened so near to the British settlements. An
express prohibition was issued against working

these .iiiues. >;-

f At this place, Mr. .Dunbar obtained one or two

slips of the "hois de arc," (bow wood or yellow

wood,) from the Missouri. The fruit which had

fallen before the maturity, and lay upon the ground.

Some were the size of a small orange, with a rind

full of tubercles ; the colour, though it appeared

faded, still retained ^ resemblance to pale gold. •
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