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cefsful than either of them feparately. If thd

One fhoulu happen to be lefs felf-interefted,

by means of his Situation in Life, and more
open to Conviction in Cafes relating to the ge-

neral Good J the Other, for the very fame

Reafon, is more Jkilful in the Pra&ice of

^rade, and a better Judge, whether the Pro-

jedt, perhaps fo faii^in theory^ is feajibk in

m.

As to the Private Intereft of Merchants^

which is here fuppofed to be a Biafs upon their

Minds, this, moft certainly, coincides, for
the moft Part, with the General Intereft of

their Country : andy^ far it can be no Argu-
ment in their Disfavour, But neverthelefs.

Truth obliges Us to acknowledge. That in

certain Cafes, * " A Merchant may have a
" diftindi Intereft from that of his Country.
" He may thrive by i Trade which may prove
" her Ruin." Nay more. He may be impo-

veriftsed by a Trade that is beneficial to her.

But undoubtedly, the Moment he perceives he
is carrying on a looftng Trade, he will quit it,

and employ his Thoughts and his Subftance

in the Profecution of fome other. Moreover,
as it is a Balance mfavour of hiinfelf, which is

the principal Objed of his Aims and Endea-
vours, it cannot be expedted, but of two

* Brifljh Merchant^ Vol. II. page 141. ?,vo Ediiion,

1721. See likewifc the Inftana^s thae given to confirm
this Obfcrvation,


