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these but partially. In a short space of time the

moose deer appeared in small numbers^ but increas-

ed annually afterwards, and as the one species be-

came more numerous, the other diminished : so that

the kind of deer first spoken of, at the time of this

information, according to the captain, was totally

driven from that quarter. The moose deer reigned

the master of the forest. This anecdote, if true,

might in such minds as those of Bufibn, or De Paw,
give rise to theories in natural history, totally incon-

sistent with the laws of nature. Still there may be

something in it; brute animals, like human beings,

whether forced by necessity or from choice, do emi-

grate. Many instances might be given of this cir-

cumstance of the animal economy, in various parts

of the world. The above relation is the only in-

stance which has come to my knowledge, where one
species has expelled another of the same genus. If

the fact be true, it is either effected by a species of

warfare, or some peculiarity in the appearance of the

one khid, and of horror or perhaps of msgust in th^
other. We know that the rock-goat, (steinbockf of

the Germans, and bwiuetin^ of the French,) former-

ly inhabited the low hills of southern France and of

the Pyrenees; they have been driven thence by some
peculiar cause, for they are now confined to the tops

of the highest mountains in Europe. It is true, it

has been frequently advanced by men of respectabil-

ity and information in Pennsylvania, that the grey

fox, which is indigenous in the United States, and all

North America, has been driven from the Atlantic

sea coast into the interior, by the introduction of the

red fox from Europe. But we have no sufficient da-

ta to warrant this assertion. The truth probably is,

that as the grey fox is a dull and slow animal, com-
pared with the sprigbtlineiB, rapidity, and cunning of
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