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APPENDIX.
Tn c.ul' the enemy, by extending to their Icfr, leave their rear open, to march

!Mliit,liy for Albany.

l.'pon the fiiil [)roporuion rcfolveci, that the fituation would grow worfe by de-

li) , that the provilion now in (lore not more than fuflicicnt for the retreat, flioulii

impc'diivicnts iiiccrvcnc, or a circuit of country become neccHary ; and as the enemy
did not attack when tlie (ground was un jrtidcd, it is not probable they will do it

now, as they have a better game to play.

The fccond unadvil'ablc and dcfpcrato, there being no pofTibility of reconnoi-

tcring the enemy's polition, and his great fuperioricy of numbers known.
'.rhe third ini[)radicjblc.

The fifth thought worthy of confuieration by tiie Lieutenant-General, Major-
General l'hilli[is, and Hrigadicr-Gcneral Hamilton v

but tiie pofition of the enemy
yet gives no opening for it.

Rel'olved, that the fourth propofition is the only refource, and that to effecl ir,

the utiiioll fecrocy ami fiience is to be oblorved ; and the troops arc to be put in

motion from the right in the ftill pare of the night, without any change in the

difpolitiuii.

N. B. It depended upon the delivery of fix days provifion in due time> and upon
the return of fcouts, who had been fent forward to examine by what route the army
could probably move the tirft four miles undifcovered, whether the plan fliould take

place on tliat day, or on the morrow.
The fcouis on their return reported, that the enemy's pofition on the right was

fuch, and they had fo many fmall parties out, that it would be impoITibleto move
without our march being immediately difcovered.

Minutes end Frccced. r[s of a Council of JFar, ctJi0it!g of dl the general Officers and
bicld Officers^ and Captains commanding Corps, oh the Heights of Saratoga,

Odober 13.

T H E 1 -ieutenant-General having explained the fituation of affairs, as in the pre-

ceding council, with the additional intelligence, that the enemy was intrenched at

the fords of Fort Kdward, and iikewife occupied the ftrong pofition on the Pine-

plains between Fort George and Fort F.dward, expreffed his readinefs to undertake

at their head any enterprifc of difficulty or hazard that fliould appear to them within

the compafs of rheir (Irength or i'pirit. He added, that he had reafon to believe a

capitulation had been in the contemplation of fome, perhaps of all, who knew the

real fituation of things ; that upon a circumflance of fuch confequcncc to national

and perfonal honour, he thought it a duty to his country, and to himfelf, to extend

his council beyond the ufual limits ; that the aflcmbly preient might jultly be

efleemed a full reprefentation of the army ; and that he fliould think himfelf uniufl:i-

tiable in taking any ftep in fo ferious a matter, without fuch a concurrence of fenti-

nients as ibould make a treaty the a<5l of the army, as well as that of the general.

The fird queftion therefore he defired them to decide was, Whether an army of

r^^oo fighting men, and well provided with artillery, were jufliifiable, upon the

principles of national dignity and military honour, in capitulating in anypoflible

fituation ?

Refolvcd,


