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to which I shall presently refer, that the LieutenanlrGovemors can

reserve, and the Governor-General disallow, any act of a provincial

legislature which, after due consideration, has been shown to be uncon- 7y\

stitutional or otherwise antagonistic to the interests of the Dominion./( 'y<{_J

The administration of affaii-s in each province, the legislatures of

which meet once a year, is placed under a Lieutenant-Governor, appointed

and removable by the Governor-General in Council. The principles of

responsible government obtain in every province as in the Dominion.

The executive council, which advises the Lieutenant-Governor, holds

office only whilst it has the confidence and support of the majority in

the Assembly, in which the members of the council must always have

seats.

We come now to consider the division of powers between the

central and provincial governments; the most important part of the

constitution, involving, as it necessarily does, the unity and security of

the Dominion. We have already shown that the general government

has jurisdiction over all questions which affect the Dominion, while the

provinces have jurisdiction over mattera of a purely provincial, local,

and municipal character. In dealing with this important question the

Oanadians have endeavored to profit by the experience of their Ameri-

can neighbors, and to frame their constitution so as to avoid any danger-

ous assertion of " State Rights." Happily for Canada there has been

no question of slavery to divide one section from another. No climatic

CQuditkma exist in the Dominion, as in the United States, to create

those differences of haUt and temperament which make the Southerners

practically a distinct people. What diversities of interest exist in the

Dominion arise from the geographical situation of the Provinces. We
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see on.-th» seaboard a maritime section, where the people are mainly

engaged in mining or maritime pursuits ; again, in the West,, a. great

prosperous agrioultwral and nianufacturing community. In the arrange-

ments of tariffs the peculiar interests of the diverse sections— especially

of the Maritime Provinces— have to be carefully considered, and are

no doubt at times a cause of considerable perplexity to govemmenta

and parliaments ; but this diversity of interests was not a source of em-

barrassment at the time of the formation of the constitution. Neither

has any crucial difficulty arisen from the existence in one province of

a large and growing population, closely united in all matters affecting

their language and institutions. On the contrary, the federal constitu-

tion is to a large extent based on principles favorable to the existence of

the French Canadians as a distinct section of the population of Canada.

In perfecting the provisions of the new constitution, the public

men of the provinces were able to make such a division of powers

between the general and provincial governments as was quite satisfac-
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