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amloulnt to settle it. They justify their nc-
tion on the grouiad of the award made by
arbitrators appoilited to investigate these
two points to whicbi I bave called attention,
but lu referrinig -the matter to the arbitra-
tors, tbey tool, the precaution to waive ail
their legal rights la connection wi'tb the
settiement at confederation and after the
union. Ergo, the judge, and those wbo ln-
vestigated the matter, said ' If your con-
tention is rig-ht and the leg-al righti of
the Dominion are flot enforceti, tben you
have spent s0 miuch money and you are
entitled to so much money.' It is just like
a man claiming from another a sumn of
money to -whicbi be bas xîo legal riglit, and
the dlaim being referred to arbitrators they
say ' We think you ought to give him so
mucli moaey,' and bie gets it. A clalmant
ln another case had no legal righit to the sum
be got, but the late government referred
the dlaim to Walter Shanley, wlio awarded
a certain amounit as having been spent by
the contractor upon a road, over and
above his contract. The late government
refused to pay It. The present goverument
have paid hlmi a certain suni. If tbey re-
cog-nize that as an equitable dlaim, they
should pay the interest uponi it and the
balance of the principal. He is just as
mucli enititled to tbe balance of the award
as hie was to the amount bie got, unless hie
made an agreement -witb the government to
wipe out bis dlaim for that sum. There Is
anotber miatter la connection with this
Nova Scotia dlaim. There is a dlaim for
lntei-est upon tis $681,000. If the govera-
ment of Nova Scotia w-as enititled to the
$6S1,O00, wbichi was awarded thein by the
arbitrators, the Dominion g-overomnent bav-
ing set aside their legal defeace, then I say
in equity, and from every other considera-
tion, tbey ni-e enititled to interest for the
lnst twventy years, and you may depend
uponi it tbei-e will be another claim for
interest in the future. Other dlaims for ia-
terest, after baving been ia existence for
ycaî-s, bave beeii settled. Tbe goveraiment
bias yieldled. Wbelaever the, governmeat of
-Nova Scotia gets into a fiinancial difficulty,
and tbere is a political issue before the
people. aad it is necessary to sway the votes
of that province, 1 veature the pi-ediction
that a dlaim for îaterest will bo brought
Up and tbey will get it. If tho goveramlenit
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is to continue this kind of raking up of old
elaims, for whieh there are iio legal rights,
and they are to increase the annual amounit
paid to the provinces, there is no tel-
ling whiere it is going to end. We
bave had this " finally final" settiemient
tbree or four times. The lndebtedness on
whicb tbey were allowed to draw lnterest
ln ail the provinces was readjusted somne
years ago, and that was a finally final settie-
mient, and 80 la this, and so I suppose will
be tbe iiext. Lt Is exceedingly unfortunate
that we are continually opealng Up those
old dlaims. I bave never, in my experience,
found where a contractor took a job and
made 'half a million dollars out of it, that
hie -was ever patriotie enougb to, say 'I1
have made ton much and I will pay some
of it back.' But tbe contractor wbo thinks
lie bas bast some money or dlaims that hie
bias, coules to the goveraiment and says
' You ai-e richi, I think you should pay me
and not allow a poor unfortunate fellow
to suifer.' If we are acting as a charitable
institution it is ail rigbt enougi. I am not
layig tbis charge exclusively to this gov-
ernmeat. I merely say they have gone fur-
ther than other goveraments in this di-
rection, but it is a principle which should
be abandoaied, otherwise baving work done
by coutract becomes a farce. If you can
only have a friend to go to tbe goverument
and get them to accede to your dlaim,
there is no0 end to the demands that may
be made, nor is thiere any use lu advertis-
ing for tenders. Lt would be better to adopt
tbe principle on wbich some of the minis-
ters woî-k, and give out jobs to your friends
without tender. Notwitbstanding the able
defence of the Finance Miniister of tbe extra-
ordinary expenditure to -which this country
is heing put, tbe people will begin to 100k-
askance and wonder wbere this is going to
stop. Wben we reached an expenditure of
thirty millions of dollars it was looked upon
as an extravagant expenditure. I admit the
country is growin. but tbis sixty millions is
not ahl of the expenditure. 1 have called
attention to six or sevea million dollars add-
ed to tbe perceptible debt of the country,
because it does ilot appeai in the report of
the Auditor Genei-aI, noî- la the Finance
Mliiisteifs statement of the gross debt of
tue countr-y. I instance it as a fact that
the intel-est uponi t-hat amount bas to he


