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Mr. ROSS (Kingston): llow far is it from
Keiowna to the station on the Crownest or
the Kettie valley?

Mr. MeBRIDE: It must be quite a distance.
I do flot know that line. It is flot in the
samne district at ail. There is a gypsum de-
posit on this line at Grand Prairie and the
mili is huiit to manufacture this gypsum.
That miii has been there for years, 'ad
wiii itself contribute a large ameuint of
traffic te this lino. 1 think I arn saf e in
saying that there aire at the presenit time
about fivo cars of gypsum per day coming
loto Vancouver. That iîoostly cornes fromn
WVinnipog. If this line were built, th'it traffEc
would ail ho diverted to Grand Prairie as
the freight would be much less. As has already
boon said, about $5,500,000 bas been spent on
tho lino. The right of way is there and the
tics are ilhere: Thev are dcterîoratiog as tbe
yeirs go by and 1 would be saf e in saying
that it would be one of the best paying
branches of the Canxdian National Raiways
west of the Rocky mounitains. Last year thore
were over 6,000 cars of apples taken out of
the Okanagan, besides other fai-m produce. If
ibis lino is buit tbe Canadian National wvill
bave haîf of that, in faot they wvill have more
than haif of this freight, and tho only mnn
1 have ever hoard criticise this extension are
zentlemen wbo are either employed by or
working for the Canadian Pacifie Railway-

Mr, MARLER: Is the lion, gentleman
making ary innuiendo or ,diglit ..ugge'sîon in
tînt respect? Lot him speak out if he is.

Mr. MeBRIDE: The hion. gentleman from
St. Lawrence-St. George does not need to
take it to himself if it does flot fit him.

Mr. MacKELVIE: It is not necessary for
me to say very much more thon the lion.
niviiiber for Cario n )01 r. M e Býlride) bas
stated to the committee. I have spoken on
several occasions regarding the necessity of this
branch. Two or three wecks ago I dwelt on
it to some extent in my remarks on the Speech
from the Throne. My. hion. friend from St.'Lawrence-St. George takes exception to this
statement and shows a very incomplete know-
ledge of the situation in that ccuntry. He
bases his principal ohjoction on the fact
that on the Okanagan lake the Canadian
Pacifie runs a boat which provides transporta-
tion facilities for the fruit growers of that
district. Be does not take into consideration
the contour of that country. He does- not
understand that hetween Vernon and Kelowna,
a distance of thirty-five miles, there is a
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section which produces perhaps 60 per
cent of the apples grown in that section.
The fruit growers are subjected to a yearly
charge of hetween $300,000 and $400,000 in
truckage and drayage for the hauling of
their fruit to points either on the lake or
at tho railway at Vernon. It was estimated
in a board of trade brief whicha was pre-
pared on, this subi oct a few ycars ago that
the total loss te the farmiers cf theo district
traversed by this lino in hauling charges
'vas net lcss thon $500,000 a yoar. This is
a thickly populated district. It is a country
of smeali farmls. the averago fruit farm con-
rý.esting cf ton or twcnty acres. It takos up-

or. f fifty acres of prairie ]and te produce
a car of grain, but this country will fili a
c .ir w il prediie froin tue orchards or with
x egotale, froin an arca cf less than two
acres, se that a very largç traffie is to ho
expected fiem tlîis district. Many cf these
orchards have flot yet reachied anything like
inatîîrity an(l in a few voars their produc-
lion will ho doubled. Ouit cf that volley
]îst v ear went over 10,000 cars cf frcight;
I do net know w'hat the incoming freight
îi(presenîeîl. But a very largo revenue in-
eod nîay ho cxiîccted fer the national linos
whien tliis great fecder is built.

Mr. MAilLER: If this would he oh-
vicuslv suîi a paying lino wvhv xas it not
luilt in thoere long before this?

Mr. MacKELV1E: Tijît is a question the
lien. nîcîiibcr vill have te ask the govorfi-
ment. Tue lino iris heen gtaulod fer several
vouis and iudoub: cdly wcaild have been cern-
ieted hiait net the wr intervenied. It was

alu'ays regardod hy the Canadian National
ajithorities as a paying proposition. I von-
tie te say that Sir Henrv Thornton is as
anxious as any meniher cf this lIeuse te sec
it cornpleted, and complotod ait an eariy day
se that tho Canadian National may, if pos-
sible, get a share of the outgoing trafflo
Cuis year. The report read hy the minister
mentions the hilly nature of tue country,
but that refers only te a very stnall portion
cf il, lying between Ducks and Grand
Prairie. The Grand Prairie district is a cou.n-
try where mixed farming has been carried on
successfully for maniy years, and once trans-
portation facilities are afforded it wvill double
or treble its output. The gypsum deposit
referred te by the hou. member for Cariboo
(Mr. McBride) is acknowledged to be the
largest and purest deposit of the kind on
the continent. It is in the possession to-day
cf a Winnipeg company who are only toc


