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prohibitive price and were kept out of the
country altogether by this new tax.

I have set forth already this session, at
some length, the hurdens irnposed by the
tariff upon the consumairs o~f this country.
I propose thîýs afternoon to consider sorne
other aspects of the question, and adduce
sorne further reasons for the desirability
of the adoption by this country of a policy,
which I believe will be in the interests not
only of -this country but of the whole world.
As Hartley Withevs, the editor of the
Economist says "Finance Ministers and
tax collectera have to remember that bal-
ancing thie year's budget and getting
revenue in with the least possible soreness
on the part (f tax payera, and especially
of their own. political supporters, is less im-
portant than the question whether theii
measures and methods are tending te in-
crea-se or hinder the growth of the country's
wealth and the world's output of goods."

But before proceeding f urther on this
subi ect I believe it to, be expedient to set
forth plainly what I hope for my country
and for the world. We should have anob
jeactive, knýown and read by aid citizens, te
which ail may bend their efforts.

I helieve in Canada a nation, living in
close alliance with the other British Com-
monwealths, and in arnity and friendship
with all the world, and above ail with the
United States. I arn opposed both te the
idea, of a centralîzing Imperialism and to
that of annexation. I wish te see a nation-
al spirit grow up in this country which will
be sane and strong and progressive, and as
an outward and visible sign of that inward
and spiritual grace-f4or te me national self-
reliance la a grace-I would have us not
only franie our own tariff, but fly our
own flag, on land as well as on sea.

I would have us decide not only our owri
cases of lesser importance but also those
of greater importance. There isne neices-
sity for separation or a slackening of the
real bonds that bind us to the other British
Commonwealths. What are the real bonds
that bind us to the other British Cbmmon-
wealths? It is not a question of tariffs. It
is not a matter of tWopence on tea, as Mr.
Austen Chamberlain recently proposed in
the British House of Commons. What
holds us together is the caîl of the blood,
and how that has been exempiified by
Scottish people in this country! You know
Iiow the Scottish Canadian poet singa:

From the lone shleling on the misty island
Ooeans divide us and waate of seas:
But stili the heart is true, the heart is

Highland,
And we in dreamns behold the Hébrides.

Why, my heart warms whenever 1 hear
a mnan or woman. speaking with a strong
Scottish accent, and I suppose the Sacre-
tary of State feels the same way when he
hears a streng English accent. And as for
the Irish, I sornetimes wish that as people
frorn Ireland corne over te this country,
the Guif Stream, when they cross it, would
wash away ail their mernories of the land
from which they came, bacause the Irish in
this country seern te give se much atten-
tion te the unfortunate troubles that exist
in that country. I sometimes wiah that
they had fergotten ail about the unhappy
state cf thîngs across the seas, but 'he woes
of Ireland and the contests there, about
which I do net purpose te spea;k for a
moment this afternoon., seem te have as
warrn and lively a place in the hearta of
the Irish here as though they haci never
left the old sod. The danger la net that
we shall net be British enough-Irish, or
Scotch or Engiish. The danger la that we
are net Canadian eneugh, and that we do
net realize that the greatest intereat in this
country la the Canadian interest. It ia
cemmon ideais and common civilization
that mnust keep us together, and net any
particular form of government or any par-
ticular institution..

I would for zny country that having most
gallantly shown our 13ower te fight man-
fuliy in a war we deerned juast and right,
we should fight juat as rnanfully, and if
anything more strenuously, te prevent a
repetition o! war. 1 wish for rny country
that we shouid be a great pacific power,
prepared te jein handa and hearts with al
sincere seuls wheresoever they may be
found, whe, in honesty of purpose and pur-
ity of heart are prapared te strive for the
ceming of that day when the sword shahl
be beaten inte the plough-share and the
spear inte the pru!ning-hook and when they
shahl net iearn war any more.

I would aise for my country that within
its confines true liberty, equality and
brotherlinesa should prevail; that we should
make national assets an*d net national lia-
bilities eut o! our differences o! tengue, o!
race, and of religion; that faw large for-
tunes should be heaped up; but that a high
level of general comrfirt should prevail. 1
wish net se much for a levelling down as
I desire a levelling up.

I believe that this great war was due
in ne small measure te twe great, and
as they have worked eut evil, principles-
the principle of chauvinis-m or imperial-
ism, and the principie of Protection. They
both had their enigin in the seifishness of
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