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fectory. Than, Sir, consider it from the
the point of view of desertions. There ta
not a single desertion mentionad in the
report of 1911, while in the report of 1912,
-one hundwred and forty-nine deseirtions
are seid to have teken place efter the
people hed loat confidence in the service
due to hon. gentlemen opposite being
returned to power. May I say, with al
respect, to the Minister o! Marine that
bafora hae underatakes to enlighten this
House upon any branch of the Ne'ial
Service again hae should -read the records
of bis own departmnent, become familier with
them, and not impose on the membars of
the Opposition the duty of refuting hlm
from documents conteinad in the archives
o! his own office.

Up to the time the hon. member for
Calgary rose to eddress this flouse yes-
terday efternoon, silence had long reigned
supreme on the Govarnment sida, and I
am bound to sey thet so fer as the naval
question is concernad that silence con-
tinuad during the greater part of the hon.
gentleman's tîree hours speech. Perleps
the mental attitude o! the flouse witl re-
gard to the hon. gentleman's speech could
be best illustrated by a story. An Irish-
man on a dark and stormy niglit lest bila
way on a dangerous mountain side. The
tain was f alling in torrents, tha thunder
peaed, and the- lightning fiashed; balow
him -ran a torrent swollen to its fullest
dimensions by the downpour, and one mis-
step meant the main's dýooa. Rie pieked
his way slowly, painfully and in feer from
-rock to, rock with the greatest care and the
greatest difficulty. Finailly, unahie to
make any headway against the ato.rm, hie
stopped and, joining hia hands iu prayer,
raised lis eyea and exclaimad: 'O Lord,
more light and leas noisel.' The flrat time
the hon. mamber for Calgary spoke in this
flouse, my right hon. friand and leader te-
farred 1to lis toi-rential eloqueuce. That
wes in f ull play yestardey aftarnoon and
last night. Hie went from one :imaginative
flight to enother, ln a conitinuous Sween.
do soate, until ha finally imagined, hiýmeel
te be Huas Maje.sty the King, and, in con.
sonance with that charactar, hie styled, oui
friands froin ithe province o! Quebec aE

miy French Canadian subj acta.' Whan hE
reached that pinnacle, Mr. Speaker, ]
could not help Vhinking of the hiýstoric
tilt between Gladstone and Disaeli, in, tIc
course o! which one of the gladiators re.
farred to the other as ' a man- inebriated
with the exuberance o! his own varbosity.'
My hbon. friand from Red Dear (Mr. Clark
attended to the membar for Calgary, Tht
darta of the hon. menabar for Red Deai
piairced the political armnour of the mam
ber for Calgary .At avery poinit, and I

can do no more than drive those darts a
littie farther home.

Near the close of lis speech, the hion.
meilber for *Calgary said that 'the diff er-
ence beliween the two parties on this naval
question is fundeamental. 1 quite agree
with him, and that is about the only thing
he said with which I do agree. The dif-
ference is fundamentel; on one side there
is involved t -he pxinciple of local auto-
nomy, on the othar, cantralizetion, and by
th:et difféeance we on this side of the
flouse are prepared to stand or f ail.

Agein, in raferring to, the resolution of,
March 29, 1909, the hon, gentleman de-
clared that ha and his friands had seid
that they would not support that resolu-
tion because it meant .an independent
navy. This was a surprise to a great many
hon, gentlemen on this aide of the House,
and if 'my hon. friend were here now, I
would esk hlm, when they made that de-
claretion. No one made it in this House
on March 29, 1909; everybody was then ln
favour of the resolution. It was not made
in April, 1909, by the Minister of Trade
and Commerce when hie delivered his
speech in Toronto and stood by the reso-
lution. It was not made on July 1, 1909,
when the then leader of the Opposition,
the present Prime Minister, made a speech
in London, and stili stocd by thet reso-
lution. It fwas not mnade hy the hon.
Minister of Trae and Commerce et Hali-
fax in Auguat, 1909, when hie made a
speech in that city, during the course of
which ha stili declaerp< his adherence to
the resolution. Neither wes it made by
the then leader of the Opposition when
hie Teturnad from London and spoke at
Halifaex in O"tober, 1909, and stili de-
clared his warm adherence to the resolu-
tion. When, then. did thls Party use the
lenguage attrihbuted to it by the hon. mem-
ber for Calgary ? He has not given us the
date; hie la not here now. to eplighten us,
but mey I sviggest, as I staed in this
House last -session. that the first occasion
upon which. that view was taken was when
the present master of the Administration,
the Minister of Public Works, suggestad
to his present colleegues the political ad-
vantage that anight be gained hy break-
ing f aith with Parliainent and the country
and departing from the terma of the reso-
lution of Ma.rch 29, 1909.

The hon. member for Calgary also said
that this is not a permanent poliey o! con-
tribution. If as the hon. gentleman opposite
say, we can neit.her build slips in Can a
nor find recruits for them, what else,.I ask
them, 4cen there be but a policy of con-
tribuitions? On Decee~er 5th last the
Prime Minister said that nothing of an
efficient character could be built up in a

-quarter or perhaps half a century. Yes-
*terday afternoon, when that language was


