
COMMONS DEBATES

of £300,000. See the saving England had en-
abled us to effect here-a saving amounting
to about one dollar and a quarter a head
of our population. And having this in view,
there was no consistency or justice whatever
on hon. gentlemen taking a stand against the
wishes of the Imperial authorities, in order
to save $12,000 or $13,000.

Hon. Mr. Howe said there was no man in
this House who had made a stronger im-
pression on his mind than the member for
South Wentworth (Mr. Rymal). He admired
him for his humour, his strong, sound sense,
and because he did not take the liberty with
the House, which some others did, of speak-
ing too long. He always listened to him be-
cause he had something to say. The hon.
gentleman appealed to him and asked him
would the President of the Council submit to
have this country ruled by despatches from
Downing Street. To that question he (Mr.
Howe) begged to answer no. He did not think
that at this time of day there was a man
on either side of the House who would
submit to anything of the kind. The bon.
gentlemen knew well, if he knew anything
of his (Mr. Howe's) history, that when little
Nova Scotia had to do with Downing Street,
he was not afraid of Downing Street, or
Downing Street despatches. There was a time
when they would hardly make an appoint-
ment, reduce a salary, or pass a law without
being liable to have their policy tripped up by
some interference from that quarter; but that
time had passed away, and after responsible
Government was established, he found that
Downing Street did not care to interfere. He
remembered on one occasion the Government
were hesitating about hanging a shoemaker, as
a petition had been got up insisting that no
one in this world ought to be hanged. The
Governor, Sir John Harvey, thought it neces-
sary to submit the question to the British
Government. He laughed at the idea, and said,
"Depend upon it, you will get an answer you
won't like." Well, the answer came at last,
from Lord Grey, and it was this; "You have
the management of your own affairs, and the
government of your own country, and you
must hang your own shoemakers." (Laughter.)
Such was their state until certain people came
into this happy little vineyard, and changed
all that. Well, for two or three nights, they
had debated the momentous question which
involved-how much? Why, the third of a
cent for every man in the Dominion. They had
stated that this Dominion was in full co-opera-
tion and confidence with the British authori-
ties. Suppose that in this matter they should
set a side the wishes of the British Govern-
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ditions, le fait de s'opposer au vœu des auto-
rités impériales dans le but d'économiser
$12,000 ou $13,000 représente un manque de
logique et de sens de la justice de la part de
certains députés.

L'hon. M. Howe dit qu'aucun autre dé-
puté n'a créé sur lui une aussi grande im-
pression que le député de Wentworth Sud
(M. Rymal). Il est charmé par son humour
et son bon sens et aussi parce qu'il ne se per-
met pas à la Chambre de parler indéfiniment
comme le font certains autres. Il se plaît à
l'écouter parce que M. Rymal a toujours
quelque chose à dire. L'hon. parlementaire
lui a demandé si le Président du Conseil ac-
cepterait que notre pays soit gouverné à
coups de dépêches émanant de Downing
Street. M. Howe répond par la négative. A
son avis, aucun membre des deux Partis n'ac-
cepterait une telle chose. Les députés qui
connaissent la carrière de M. Howe savent
bien que, lorsque la petite Nouvelle-Écosse
avait affaire à Downing Street, il ne craignait
ni Downing Street ni ses dépêches. Il fut un
temps où on ne pouvait effectuer aucune no-
mination, réduire aucun salaire ni adopter
aucune loi sans risquer de voir Downing
Street annuler les décisions correspondantes;
ce temps est révolu et, depuis la constitution
d'un gouvernement responsable, il constate
que de telles interventions n'ont plus cours.

On se souviendra qu'à une occasion le Gou-
vernement a hésité à pendre un cordonnier
en raison d'une pétition réclamant l'abolition
de la peine de mort. Le gouverneur Sir John
Harvey jugea bon de soumettre la question
au Gouvernement britannique en disant tou-
tefois en se moquant: «Soyez certain que la
réponse ne vous plaira guères. La réponse de
Lord Grey fut la suivante: «la gestion de vos
propres affaires appartient au Gouvernement
de votre pays; il vous appartient donc de pen-
dre vous-mêmes vos cordonniers». (Rires.)
Telle était la situation jusqu'à ce que cer-
taines gens envahissent ce petit paradis et
se mettent à tout changer. Depuis deux ou
trois soirs on débat de cette question qui
porte sur combien d'argent? A peu près un
tiers de sou par habitant. On a dit que le
Dominion collaborait de façon étroite et en
toute confiance avec les autorités britanni-
ques. En supposant que, dans cette affaire, il
ignore les souhaits du Gouvernement britan-
nique, on peut facilement imaginer, si les ré-
percussions que l'on craint se produisent ef-
fectivement en Angleterre, comment un revers
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