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PRAYERS

Mr. Culien, from the Special Committee on Trends in
Food Prices, presented the Third Report of the said Com-
mittee, which is as follows:

Following the presentation of its Second Report on
Wednesday, Juiy 25, 1973, your Committee bas heid ten
meetings.

During that period, the Food Prices Review Board was
called to discuss its first quarterIy review of food price
and cost developments, that Report being a response to
the first mandate given to the Board by the Government,
namely, "to monitor price movements of a comprehensive
series of food products and to issue reports thereon at
tbree-month intervals." The recent trends in beef prices
was also discussed at the Committee's third meeting with
the Board.

Your Comrnittee also beard the Honourable Eugene
F. Whelan, Minister of Agriculture, the Honourable Otto
Lang, Minister responsible for tbe Canadian Wheat Board,
the Honourable Herb Gray, Minister of Consumer and
Corporate Affairs, and officiais of his department, namely,
Messrs. J. B. Seaborn, Assistant Deputy Mînister (Con-
sumer AfI airs), J. J. Quinlan, Q.C., Acting Director of
Investigation, J. W. Morrow, Director, Research Branch,
Office of the Director of Investigation and Research,

Combines Investigation Branch, and the Honourable
Marc Lalonde, Minister of National Health and Welfare.

Food Prices Review Board

The First Report of your Comrnittee cailed upon the
Government to establish a Food Prices Review Board.
Prior to, during, and after this Board bad been estab-
lished under the Inquiries Act, it is fair to say that it
lias been the subject of mucb debate, receiving both
criticism and commendation. The very fact of the contro-
versy surrounding the Board bas assured it of maximum
media coverage and bas focussed much attention on
debate surrounding the Board.

Mombers of your Committee are and have been as
divided in their views on the work of the Board as bas the
gencral Canadiarn consuming public. The effectiveness of
the Board, some of tbe statements made by its Chaîrman,
the content of some of its Reports bave ail been the sub-
ject of wide-ranging discussion by Members of your
Committee.

Your Committee views witb aiarm. the report of Sta-
tisties Canada sbowing further increases in the price of
food during tbe month of Novemnber and sees a contînuing
need for vigilance. Your Committee is of the opinion


