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distribution of wealth between and within societies, the lack of
economic co-operation between countries and the fragility of
political systems which need greater popular participation .

Fourth, and finally, peace requires the UN. After
August 2nd, the world came to the UN to reverse aggression
peacefully . After January 15th, when the search for peace had
failed, the members of the UN resolved to reverse aggression
through force . And now that victory is at hand, the members of
the UN must use that organization to build a peace that works .

On February 12th, the Prime Minister put forward
elements of a package of proposals which we believe begin to
convert these principles to practice . We are exploring those
actively -- with the United Nations, with our Coalition partners ,
and with others inside and outside the region . I will not repeat
them here. But I do wish to focus and expand on one of them :
The obligation to end the arms race .

For 45 years, the search for security in the Middle
East has been pursued largely through the avenue of arms . That
search has failed . It has been folly . Despite billions and
billions of dollars spent on arms -- what have we seen? We have
seen five wars between Israel and her neighbours . We have seen
Lebanon reduced to rubble .

And we have seen this war, a war in which 95 per cent
of the arms in the arsenal of Saddam Hussein came from the five
permanent members of the UN Security Council, who are mandated to
uphold international peace and security ; a war in which dozens of
companies in the West helped give Saddam the capacity for
chemical warfare ; a war in which the costs to the Coalition of
this conflict far exceed any profits which have gone into Swiss
bank accounts or national treasuries ; a war in which our soldiers
are shot at by guns that Coalition governments sold to Iraq .

Twenty-eight nations supplied both Iran and Iraq during
their eight-year war . Between 1984 and 1988, the dollar value of
major weapons exports to Iraq was higher than to any other
country in the developing or developed world . During that same
period, Middle Eastern countries occupied five of the top six
spots as destinations for arms . The Middle East -- much of it
underdeveloped -- has spent a larger portion of its gross
national product (GNP) on arms than any other region in the
world .

And there is a worrying parallel phenomenon -- the
growth of new suppliers in the developing world, many of whom put
few restrictions on their arms exports . Between 1984 and 1988,
99 per cent of Syria's arms exports went to countries at war .
Eighty-six per cent of Egypt's exports and 40 per cent of
Brazil's also went to states in conflict .


