
while encouraging that other industrialized nations 
to do the same. ... Canada must ensure that its 
policies on international trade and ODA take into 
account the perspectives of locally based civil-society 
organizations as well as state agencies in preserving 
local economies and services. 

- Dialogue participant 

Overall there is strong support from Dialogue parti-

cipants for boosting Canada's official development assis-

tance (ODA), and an appreciation for the Government's 

reinvestment in aid. Amid the past decades' decline of 

Canadian ODA levels in comparison with other donor 

countries, some urge larger and faster increases to 

rebuild our aid program. Among the goals of Canada's 

ODA, poverly eradication, social justice, human rights, 

good governance and sustainable development are high-

lighted as most important. Responses favour more con-

centration matched to areas of Canadian strength, such 

as education and training, health, agriculture, infrastruc-

ture and environmental technologies. There is continuing 

criticism that Canada's aid is still too "tied" to domestic 

economic considerations and structural adjustment 

conditions, rather than to normative standards and 

human-centred priorities determined jointly with develop-

ing countries and civil-society partners. Some participants 

recommend that more aid be directed to urgent human 

needs such public health; and it is noted that the 

Millennium Development Goals and initiatives such as 

the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD) 
cannot succeed if the AIDS pandemic is not addressed 

more forcefully through channels such as the Global 

Fund and through action at the WTO to make medicines 

affordable in poor countries. 

Canada's efforts to improve market access for 

imports from developing countries and to provide 

trade-related financial assistance are welcomed as 

positive steps in sharing the benefits of global trade. 

However, some participants are concerned that the 

WTO's "Doha Development Agenda" falls short of 

meeting developing countries' needs and has become 

bogged down. Progress in reducing the harm done 

by rich-country agricultural subsidies while address- 

ing the food security needs of poor countries is seen 

as a critical test for the Doha Round. Finally, many 

comments argue that Canada needs a more coherent 

framework for international development coopera-

tion, one establishing aid and trade priorities and 

tying together policy elements and instruments so that 

Canadian actions are not at cross purposes. 

Globalizing Sustainable Development 

Prosperity must be understood in the long term. 
We cannot have everything we want at the expense 
of the things that we need. The alternative is 
total social and environmental disintegration. 
Canadians must hear and understand this and 
then change their behaviour. This is integral to 
Canadian global relations. In a single global 
village we cannot go on despoiling the Commons. 
Sustainability is no longer somebody else's problem. 

- Dialogue participant 

Many Dialogue respondents urge that sustainable 

development be more fully integrated into Canada's 

foreign policy, since stresses on global ecosystems 

raise fundamental questions about the sustainability 

of a conventional growth-driven economic paradigm. 

As one submission says: 

The "pillar" of prosperity must be made congruent 
with what we know of the limits to growth in an 
ecologically finite planet. 

In face of climate change and the over-exploitation 

of natural resources, production and consumption 

patterns must be managed more sustainably. A case in 

point cited is the current impact of climate change in the 

Canadian Arctic, which has led to circumpolar cooper-

ation involving aboriginal peoples through the Arctic 

Council, and has inspired the sustainable development 

values at the core of the Northern Dimension of 

Canada's Foreign Policy. Others suggest that Canada 

take a leading role in ensuring that trade agreements 

uphold sustainability principles, and that they profit from 

the development of new environmental technologies. 
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