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The Governor General

[

The position of the Governor General was a

complex one. He personified the Crown 1n 1ts relation
to the territory: he waslappointed, on advice of the
Secretary of State for tée Colonies, by, and held offlce
at the pleasure of, the Sovereign. He acted as the Sov-
ereign's representative }n ceremonial matters. In
certain prescribed matteLs he exercised the constitution-
al functions and prerogapives of the Crown, with respect
to Parliament, to the Prkvy Council, &and assent to leg-~
islation. These prerogatives in the domestic fleld of
Canadlan government need| not be qxaminad here. But in
addition, he was the nominated representative and agent
of the British imperial igovernment of the day, through
its organ the Colonial Office; he was responsible to
the Secretary of State flor the Colonies, and was the
latter's "ambassador" overseas, In a third capaclty,
the Governor Ggneral was subject to the advice of the
Dominion Govermnment, and was its link with the Imperial
Government.
In relating to external affalrs matters, the
Dominion Government could express its wishes to the
Imperial Government, and these would be transmitted
through the Governor General and the Colonial Office;
if they concerned matters relating to forelgn countries,
the Colonial Officevpassed them on to ﬁhe Foreign Office.

Vice. versa, the Forelgn Office and the Colonial Office,

through the Governor Ge?eral, cculd inform, consult

|
or advise the Canadian Government on matters of external
concérn. In each case, the Governor General was con-

stitutionally and normally the sole channel of external \




