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Born in Vienna in 1928, his parents were killed in The Holocaust. In 1948, he got his first
journalistic job as a translator at the Prague bureau of the Associated Press. When the
communists took over in Czechoslovakia and started arresting AP staffers, he fled across the Iron
Curtain to Austria and in 1950 came to Canada. He started in Canada by working on construction
jobs in Vancouver and on B.C. coastal ships. In 1951, he enrolled at the University of British
Columbia, wandered into the Ubyssey, the UBC's student newspaper, and eventually became its
editor-in-chief. He then worked as a reporter for the Vancouver Province and the Toronto Star, as
an editor at the UPI bureau in London, England, and at the European Herald Tribune in Paris. In
1964, he was named assistant managing editor of the Paris Trib. In 1966, he returned to Canada
and joined the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. in Toronto. Except for a brief stint as foreign editor
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