
As an important point of contrast, a couple of participants compared the situation in
Kosovo with the impact of economic sanctions against Iraq on infant mortality.
According to some reports, the sanctions and war have resulted in deaths of 500,000
children under the age of five.7 The combination of sanctions and the demolition of
infrastructure through bombing have created a public health crisis, indirectly killing
civilians, most ftequently the young, the old and the sick. These policies have serious
consequences for the human security of Iraqi citizens, and therefore require consideration
by policy makers concemed with human security.

In sunimary, there was considerable debate on whether human security was compatible
with the use of force. On one hand, human security may include obligations to citizens of

other countries, and to fulfil such obligations may require forcible military intervention.

On the other, such an intervention resuits in civîlian casualties of the kind that human
security seeks to avoid, and sets profound new precedents for military activity. Where
human security involves the use o>f force, a host of issues worthy of ftmrther consideration
are raised.

6. Human Security: A New Role for International Organizations

Participants considered human security and its relationship to the UN Security Council
and the UN General Assembly. The Security Council bas proven largely ineffective i

deaiing with humanitarian crises caused by military conflict and this is unlikely to change

i the foreseeable future. Whiile thc broader UN framework has proven more sympathetic
to the human security agenda, effective action to deal with crises is hindered by the
bureaucratic structure of the UN itself. The development and humanitarian aspect of


