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will be included in the future convention, and that the verification systen
will also cover chemical weapons use. We still have tc work out a formulation
which will accomplish the inclusion cf the use prohibiticn in the convention
in correct relationship to the present rules of international law. OCne
possible solution could consist in a proviso which would juxtapose an
unambiguous prohibition of the use of chemical weapons and the acknowledgement
that such provision would reaffirm and strengthen the interdiction of ths
Geneva Protocol of 1925. In the view of my delegation it is regrettable that
the Geneva Protocol of 1925 has, by virtue of the menifold reservations
attached to it, de facto degenerated into a prohibition of the first use of
chemical weapons only. Tt would have been a noble task for the Committee on
Disarmement to eliminate the many ambiguities which result from the multitude
of reservaticns to the Geneva Protocol by a constructive further developrment
of 1aw in the direction of an ebsclute interdiction of use. Tt is

worthwhile to remind ourselves that such an evolution was in fact called for
by the Geneva Disarmement Conference in the 1930s. It is therefore g
legitinate tc ask whether the issue of the further evolution of international
law in terms of a categorical prohibition of use —- if indeed a consensus of
States to this effect cannot be reached during the current round of negotiations —-—
should bz assigned to a later review conference which could deal with this
problem, say, at the conclusion of the chemical weapons stock destruction
phase. g

icn, I wculd like to reiterate that my delegation strongly

e : ion procedure which tackles problems in a nmanner more
clearly sirictirel, gradual, and better adapted to the priorities. This
would be a mors rcromising path towards the solution of cutstanding protlems.
Simultaneoue Wiz in all areas over-extends the Working Group and the contact
groups. Tris, izm cur view, is one important lesson of the past couple of
weeks., For —2n7 years now the Cormittee on Disarmament has been facing

of working ocut a comprehensive and verifiable prohibiticn of
ons, zized at the elimination of this entire weapons category

fer 211 Tc this day, we have not responded to the challenge as we
should, I would like to appeal to all delegations, in a solemn fashiorn,
tc meks the utmast effort so that the Committee does not losc its credibility

in this crzacizi domain.



