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Is The Htiman Color Sense Stili Dcveloping t

D)isctussions of lâte veîtrs on the possible develop-
metnt of the celer setise i n tani w.thiin the h istorie
pc.riod tend te enforce at leiast mie int in our
edutttonal work; titat is, t lie ebsýerNzitioni and nonien-
clattîre ot color. 31r. (ladstone's obsrvations in
1858 as to the povýerty of tire Hlome clor-vocabu-
iary. lias been extended liv otiier writers. It is stated
t bat bline, as an) epithet applied te tire sk y, does Dot
occur in the Uld Testament, the Zend-Avesta, the
Rig-Veda, the Hlommter poems, or Ir) the Koran. In
1S77ý, Mr. ( dadstono. lieid tliit archaic tirait had a
positive perception onilv o! lighit and darkriess, aud
that in the Home age lie liad advanced to the
inîpertect discrimination of red or yeilow, but no
fnrther, green of grass and foliage or the ùuie of the
skv being, never once mientioned. Mr. Axon, at the
British Association meeting ef last vear, says that
tis tlîeory depends onlv n pon ph i iolo)gtýal ev dence.
he weak part of sncli ani irgunIlel t j, tliat it mlav

confuse mere poverty of nomnenclature with defective
perception. 1 i several i nstanceg titis danger haa been
sliown te lie real]. As fi r biwk as tite stone age thero
is evidence of the existence ef the celor sen8e. lie
states that the coior-vocabulary ef thîe English gipsieis
is linîited to green, liack, reil anîd white; but givos
evidence that tiiere is no definiite relation between
their col or-perception ani color-nomenciature.

Jr is curion's, iîowever, to learni tîtat woman ]S not
aî'llîctud wîtlî color blindness te the sanie extent a8
the otiier sex. A catîse, is suggested iii tlîeir greater
attentiotn te colors in cîress decoration. Everytiiing
points to the desirabilitv of iti str-tigou on
îînpils in the accutrate perception and nani ing of colora.
If «there lias been any Je luaente tlîe color sense
within .historic ti mes, attention, te its educatiot, in ail
our pr inary selîcols mutîs induce stili more rapid pro.

gress ~ in pefc n erv important iumn faculty,
and if flot, tiîey will at 'least gai', thre advantage of
iîavingo a language exîre.ssive of tl celor perceptionii
as, tlieY are enîlowed witlî.


