THE MUNICIPAL MISCELLANY.
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« In 1767, as appoars from a despatch of Sir William John-
- son to the' Earl 6f Shelburne, the traffic carrvied on at
_ Toronto was so considerable that persons could be found
< willing to pay one thousand pounds a year for the monopoly
. of it.

At the close of the American Revolutionary War a
large number of U. B. Loyalists moved into what was then
regarded as the Western part of Cinada. They received
free grants of land and were otherwise assisted by the
Imperial Goyernment. The disbanded officers and soldiers
“of the 84th Regiment also received free grants at the rate
‘of 5,000 acres for a field officer, 3,000 acres for a captain,

. 2,000 acres for a subaltern, and 200 acres for a private. In
order to provide for their settlement, the land on the St.
Lawrence from the highest French setlement near Lake St.

.. Francis up to Lake Ontario and round the Bay of Quinte
was divided ihto townships and subdivided into concessions
and lots. .... These townships were numbered, but not
named until several years afterwards. Of the numbers
. there were two series, one including the townships on the
river below. Kingston, the other containing those from
" Kingston, inclusively, westward to the head of the bay. In
* the summer of 1784, the persons to whom those lands were
assigned took ‘possession of them, thus at once settling a
territory of a hundred and fifty miles in extent on the river
“and lake. The same year the Loyalists composing Butler’s
_Ra.n;;rers', and those attached to the Indian department, had
* lands assigned to them near Niagara, on the west side of
" .the river and south sidé of Lake Ontario, and also in the

neighborhood of Detroit on the east side of the strait. ... .

The new settlers were accommodated with farming utensils

and building materials, and for the first two years were
supplied with provisions and some clothing at the national
expense. Several other persons afterwards removed from

the United States to Canada, and to these also, and to a

number of discharged soldiers, Piitish and German, free
grants of land were made. The population of this part of
- Uanada was about that time estimatéd at ten thousand In
s 1786, Canada and the Provindes of NMew Bruuswick, Nova

‘Seotia, Prince Edward lslaad; and Newfoundland were

formed into a viceroyalty, and Sir Guy Carlton {Lord
. Dorchester) was appointed Givernor. “The population was

' said to exceed 115.00G0. the country was regurded as

! prospevous. No change appears to have been made ‘in the

sysiem of government. -
When  the independence of the United States was

. acknowledged, much of 'the tetritory encicsed within those

. boundaries was ceded to that, country and its claim to more

was afterwards successful.  What was thus eiven away
. was probably regarded in ¥ioland as mevely a few wmiles
*of wildernessi “The division of what remained into the
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;" Proclamation, :
The settlers in the wost soon became dissatisfied with

the Constitutional Act was paseed.  Mr. Pitt, when
introducing the measure in the House of Commons, “was

~ jurring intercsts which had already deyeloped themselves
‘between the British settlers in the west #nid the Froneh-
" Canadiens in the cash, that he stated iip k. t
ieconoile or ‘destroy their unhappy inf

' different language and fecling.”
The Censtitutional Act as p

% ghould Ve in each of the provinces g
7 and Assembly, and that the king shou!
*. “and with the advice and consent of the L’egislntiv
¢ “eil and ‘Assembly of such provinces respectively
% laws for the peace, welfare and good government 4
b gueli Jaws not being repugnant tg this Aot A;
I was given to summon a sufficient number of disore
4 proper persons, being not fewer than seven to the

* to such title, rank or dignity, and’ that every person 0

“Provinees of Upper and Lower Canadwy was made by Royal
their politieal condition, and in 1791 the uet known as .
- po impressed with the impossibility of reconciling the °

iiew not how to |
ucnce but by-

geparating the people of such differeny ‘.)%'_iﬁi_j’l» and of such - the Legislaturos might be disallowed within two years
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lative Conneil of Upper Carada and not fewer than fifteen
to the Legislative Council of Lower Canada. The moem:
bers of the Legislative Councils were to hold thejr seats &
for life. It also provided, although this was never acte
on, we believe, that * whenever His Majesty .... shal
think proper to confer upon any subject of the Crown of
Great Britain by letters patent under the great seal O
either of the said provinces any hereditary title of honots
rank or dignity of such Province discernible according ¥
any course of descent limited in such letters patent, !
shall and may be lawful for His Majesty .... to anne
theroto .. .. an hereditary right of being summoned !
the Legislative Council of such Province discernible
according to the course of descent so Iimited with resped
whom such right shall be so conferred, or to whom suck
right shiall severally so descend shall shereupon be entitle
to demand . ... his writ or summons to such LogislatiV
Couneil.” This right would be forfeited if the person %
whom it descended- absented himself from the Provin
for thie space of four years continuously ' without permi®
sion of His Majesty, signified to the Legislative (ount!
by the Governor or Lieut.-Governor, or if the person {00
an oath of allegiance to a foreign power. In all cas¢
the councillors absenting themselves from the Provin¢
withotit permission forfeited their seats. - The Speaker @
the Iegislative Council was to be appointed by th
Governor or Lieut.-Governor, by whom also he may ”
removed. For the purpose of electing members of ¥
Assembly, the Lieut.-Governor of each Province W&
authorized to issue a proclamation dividing each Provin
“into distriets or counties, or ecireles and towns, or toVY“
ships, and appointing the limits thereof, and declari?
and appointing the number of representatives to
chosen by each. ¢ The number of members to be elec
ia Upper Canada was not to be less than sixteen, and
number in Lower Canada not less than twenty.”
Governot was authorized to appoint the returning officor®
and the members were fo ¢ bs chosen by the majority |
votes of sueh persons as shall severally be possessed ¥
their own use and benefit of lands and tenements with®
such district, county or cirele, such lands being by the
Leld in {frecheld, ox in fief,"ov in rolure, or by certifich
derived under authority of the Governer in Couneil in
Province of Quebee, and heing of the value of forty shi
lings sterling, or mpwards, over and above all rents ¥
charges payable cut.of or in respect of the same; a
that the members for tle coveral towns or townships ‘?m}
ba choson by a majority of voles of such persons as eﬁ'w
shall severally be posscgsed for theiriown use and ben®
of a dwelling house and lot of ground in such town’sw
. oo by them in like manner ... and héing of the yof
value of five pounds sleriing or upwards, or asg b
resident within the said township for the space of tWo
calendar months next before the date of the writs
gummons for the clection, shall fona jide have paid
year's rent for the dwelling'"heuse in which they &
Lave 6o resided at the rate of ten pounds sterling |
annum or upwards.” ‘
: he members. of the Assembly, it was provided, ¥
Do British subjects and twonty-one years of age
: irds.  Mhe writs of summons and election mus
d 1ot Iater than December 31st, 1792, ~Any act®

the thme of their passing, and no bills reserved for
: ,gniﬁqut-imi:‘gjheﬂKing’n pleasure were to have fore?
util the royal assent lind been given to

 institutions in Canada.
~ To be Continued.




