
THE VARSITY.
Engiish students, French students, German students,
American students do so, and students have done so regu-
Iarly for some hundreds of years back. It is indeed idie to
'kick against the pricks.

There are sorne haif dozen occasions durrng, fli acade-
micycar when Toronto Students thus"I let themnselves loose."
0f these perhaps Hallowe'en, the 1-ustie and the spring
elections are the chief. It would have been good for somre
of those students who are nursing an unhealthy college
spirit, and whio turn up their supercilious noses at ail such
evidences of"I boyishness " had they wvatched the outward
and visible signs of great inward enjoyment in the faces of
the learried professors who occupied the Faculty box last
Saturday night.

VARSI'rY extends its most hearty congratulations to
the Intermediate and junior Rugby teams.

VARSITY extends the glad hand of feilowship to College
Topics, and wishes the paper and its promoters every
possible success.

Aparagraph in last week's issue prompted some one
to make the unkind remark that the Ilmouldy "character
Of VAR~SITY's editorial page lias been very evident this
year.

Mr. Birchard's letter in another colLimn raises the
whole question of whether it is the duty of a University
to impart a general education, or to provide the student
with somne special means of winning a livelihood, if not a
fortune.

The promise of Mr. McGregor Young, the popular pre-
sident of the Literary and Scicntific Society, to offer a
prize for the best Ilstump speaker," was not only very
generous, but shows a most laudable effort to encourage
wliat seems to be a lost art around Toronto University.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR.

EDITOR VARSITY-

I have been somewhat surprised in reading a number
of articles which have appeared in your colunins during
the past few wecks deaiing with the proposed changes in
Mineralogy and Geology. Il I have read the articles
aright, the substance seems to have been that men addict-
ed to such vulgar pursuits as Mineralogy and Geology are
entirely unfit to be rnentioned in the saine class as those
gentlemen chiefly interested in the noble pursuits of
Mathematics and Classics; but on account of the inherent
value of these studios in themselves, they must be tolerated
about the place, and their pet subjects even encouraged, if
this can be donc without serious inconvenience to anyone.
Such a view, sir, shows the most profound ignorance of the
fundamental ideas in connection with the study of science.
That subject which either in a hiigh degree develops the
pure reason or oesthetical part of our nature, or adds large.
ly to our general stock of information, thus broadening our
conception of life and the world in which we live.-that
subject, it seems to me, is most worthy of our serious at-
tention and study ; and ail this 1 contend is developed by
a study of Naturai Science in general arrd by Mineralogy

and Gcology in particular, and that hience tiiese subjects
should have a prom-inent place on the curriculumn of every
university and must forni a part of any liberal education.

In the study of crystailography, a departmcent of
mineralo gy, we arc dcaling wit 1 one of the inost mathe-
matical and exact of the sciences. The examination of the
varrous fornis assumned by c rystals requires the application
ot solid Geometry, universally acknowlcdged to be one of
the most difficuit dcpartments of pure mathcmnatics, and
one whichi dernands no smnall degrece of mental power.
Here agyain the aoesthetical part of o ur nature is dcvcloped
iii the study of the wonderful1 symmer and beauty of the
infinite variety of forms exiiibited,=bthby the crystals and
minerais themnseives. Surelv the mari for whom a diaaiond
is nothing but a pretty stone, a crysta i a plaything, aud a
fossil a pîcce of dirt, muIst give way to tire scientist who
understands thecir truc nature and can read in thcmi the
history of ages, even though hie may not have rcad doubt-
ful stories from Aristophanes or love-sick plays ii IFrench.
Then again the independence of thouglit and character
developcd in scicntific pursuits more than comipensates for
any loss suffered from a neglect of the more litcrary sub-
jects Orie who is constantly looking to the views of
Aristotie and Plato, and whose chief object is to lcarn the
opinions of otiiers, car ineyer obtain that indeîîendent spirit
50 thoroughly acquired through the study of Natural
Science.

For tiiese reasons, and for niany others whicli might
be given, I hold thiat the educational value of Mineraiogy
and Geoiogy is noi "lvery low," but on the contrary very
higli, and thiat much more attention shîould be giv2n thcm
in our University as subjects of Iii intellectuai dlis-
ciplinie and of acknowledged practical worth. Subjccts of
Igreater, deeper, truer importance " it is impossible to

find. What subject can be of greater importance than
that of the proper developmerît of our mninerai resources;
what can be of deeper importance than tue study of
the geological formations of our country; and what sub-
ject can be of truer importance than science, which is truth
Per se ?

In conclusion I wouid extend to you an invitation to
pay a visit to this Department at your earliest convenience,
in the hiope that you may reconsider your decision that
these subjects have received already too much prominence.

FRED. J. I3 IRCHARD.

IN FAR COREA.

Forty or fifty of the students met last Thursday after-
noon to hear Dr. Harley Smitli's taik on the mission work
in Corea. he doctor's description of our missionary's work
in that far-off land was deeply interesting, and bis account
of the customs and manner of life of the Coreans was
entertaining and instructive. The boys were glad to sec
two of the professors there as weil as some visitors from
outside the college.

THE FACULTY BOX.

One of the eight boxes at the Princess Theatre last
Saturday evening was occupied by members of the faculty.
It was very tastily decorated witl' blue and white buntirrg,
and as it was graced with the presence of some of the
University's most distinguished professors, it naturaliy at-
tracted a great deal of favorable comment.

The members of the Faculty who occupied it were
Professors Maurice Hutton, Alfred Baker, Ramsay Wright,
W. J. Alexander, J. F. McCurdy, Geo. M. Wrong and W.
H. Fraser. One and ail, they seemed to thoroughiy enjoy
the evening.


