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6"dito ricds.
9 6C' AN2ADA\S Fetille Nor-tlandii was the t01 )ic of a1 vcry îniteresting address

'~-giveil by Mr. R. E. Y.ounig, Commîissioner of Railway Lands
for Caniada, of ttîawa, at the meceting of the Alima Mater Society
on Satturcay eveming. It \vas by no mneans an ordinary lecture, and(
those \X'lo \verc l)resent were higlhly pleased \vitli it. Mr. Youing carricd Iiis
audience w îtl Iiiin froin the b)eglilnling. He hiad a contagions enithulsiasin whiicli
lie justified by a series of facts w-jchi lie presente(l in a very graphic Wvay. H-e
liad evidently gone to a great deal of trouble iii getting hiis ilaterial and( he hiad it
ready for the Society iii snicl palatale portions thiat there wXas a strong (lesire for

more. Mr. Yoilng is an optimiist as far as the Canadian WVest is conicerned, or
if thiat ternis savors a littie of tincertainty, it nmighit be better to say that lie
"bcIie7'es" in a great future for that part of the country lying north of the prescrnt
surveyed portions of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta. No extravagant
facts or figures seemied 10 find a pilace iii bis statemnent of conditions. I-is esti-

miation appeared to lbe conservative andi lus allowances liberal, andl yet everybodv
was made to feed thiat tIhere were good reasolis for his predictions that lands
formierly despised as barren and frozeni wottlti soon lui. prseoi agricuilturai

and miauuifaictturing,) districts. I t is lus conviction thiat wîtluin a few vears the

1)11k of flie population of Canîada wXXl bc11 ) west of WVinnipeg.

()nie of the errors that 1I1r. Yoiung (lispelled w-as that in the WVest there is a

1great danger fromi frost. Each sincceeding '<car is miaking it plain thiat the West
is the place for growing whieat. WAithi the 1reaking up) of large contigtnous tracts
of land, the hieat absorl)ed(l driig the day is suffici cnt to prevent thesIiglht frosis
that ilse(l to lue so fatal to the crops on isolated farms. Ili addition 10 tluis, the
wlieat now raised im the West is îuot fromn lmported scef as it once was, but is a1
natniralize(i 1 Vcstcril \vheat \vitii cbaracteristics of its own. (-)nie of these qulali-
lies is thue capabiiity to grow nlp andf ripen wîtluîu the season whlui is also gradui-
aiiy extend(e(l as the \vliole comies iier cuiltivation. The winter clîmiate Nvas a
thlig to lue tbiaukful for, and for whîchi no apuology iieel bc muadle. "ýIiiiigS donit
groXv iii tue inte- lie regai-ded as a su Aficielnt aiisXer ho al tlue vlujjing about
coid XX-atlier. ]ni addition to tis tlue liardl willl er Nvas the ver-v t liii u wilicli


