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At tlîat tiîne the public hiad no railways, tcle-

grapbis or electric appliances, andi the stifdents had

no societies, readmng rooin, &c. Yet ltoth piarties

lived anti enjoyeti lite about as wCll as people dIo

11ow. 'l'le veneralile Coocuirsus wvas îîot yet iu
beiug, anti its terrors wcre tbereforc uo restrabnt oit
the wilful fresîtie ;but perbaps in tbese good old

touies evii propensities were îlot so rife as in the
tintes of moder n license. No societies, religions,
secular, athietie or otberwise liad yet ernergcd ;not
even the Almaî Mater. I)tiring, tb Soimmler of 1842
we felt tbat tîtere wvas need of somne society, for tbe
promotion of literary culture, public speaking, &c.,
so wC muet anti discusseti the miatter and appointed

a Coîîîînittee of four (Bell, Wardrope, Mowat and

Bonnet-), tcî draft a Constitution to be reporteti at a

meeting of all tbe students at the opening of the
Session. The minutes stateti tbat at a meeting of

the students, tbemi in Kingston, tbese were appoint-

ed a Cotiiiîittec, &c. A teciical objection was

matie to tbis, on the ground that the saiti meeting
consisted of tbe said four stiidents. But if Lotir was
a suitable mnnber for a Comnittee, and tbese, wcre

prtiper fiersotis, wliy should not IlWe, the studetîts
of Quccmii's,'' appoint tbein ? At tîte opening of the
Sessionî the draft was subiniitted, discuissed, anîend-

cd and adoptecl. Varions naines bad been propos-

ed, Diagnostic, Debating, Philosopliical, &c., but
finaIIl, I Tîte I)ialectic Society uf tlîe University of

()ueemîi's College'' xas adopted. \Ae iout fortoiglît-

iy, and at eacbi mîeeting bati an iissay read and

criticised, anti a date-the question and leaders
havirig beemi namned at tbe precetiing meeting. XVlien

otir diffidence hati, lîy praetice in debate, soinewliat

worni off, we invited our frientis and lîad soute de-

bates in the presence oif a gooti îîtiiber of ladies

antI genîtlemuen. In debate, une studemît, whose elo-

1 uence was constantly in danger of runnimîg away
witlî bis pîerceptionî of the lalîse of time, tisedtio
,orate witb lus watcb iii bis band to keep liiinself with-
iii the rcqtiirctl fifteen minutes. Anotber, a brilliant

Sopli., would forget tbat tlic presitirg officer in a

,deliate was a Chlairiman. anti address ini as IlMr.
Speaker !

rfo be couîtioîîed.)

THE ORIGIN OF CHRISTIVAS.
Cbnirch theologiaits have neyer agreeti on the

subjeét of the date of tbe nativity. An Eastern tradi-
tion places if iii the latter part of December, but West-

ern argumnrts oppose the view. Accortiing to St.
Luke (i1.-8), they say, that the sheptberds keeping

wateh over their Blocks by nîight, wtîulti hartily have

beeni possible on the assomption of the Decemiber

date, as that woulti he the rainy seasoîî in Palestine
anti the Blocks would lie untier shelter. Soîne
l3iblical cbroîîologists place the nativity in the

Auttimo otiiers in the Sommner.

Many learned and pionîs mîenî look upon our
Christian Christroas festival as an adaptation of a
previously eNisting Jewish or Pagau festival. Sortne
view it as a continîuatiomî of tbe Jewisli Feast cf the
l)edicatituî, a festival of eigbit days duration, hegin-
nitîg I)eceinbler i7 tti ;otiiers tlerive it frontî the
Ruinan Satuitialia Sigillaria or (iîventia. But tlîo
îrîost plausible view is tbat xvhicli conneéts Christ-
mas witb tbe rettîrn of the Sun to the Northiern
lieinispîtere at the Winter Solstice. With tbe rise

ot the Sit conties longer antI warier da5 s, hope
spriîîgs up anew in the lîimitait heart whien if feels
the rinfriendly winter season passing away. Theo-

iogically it is Christ tlîe Sun of Rig-hteotisness dawn-
ing tipon the world. The ancient Sun-god symbol-
izes the new Stumi of Righteousness. This view is

supporteti by îînuch evidence anti curions tore.
Several of the cbtîrch fathers sncb as Amubrose anti

Chrysostoin helti it. The Christiani puets Pruiden-
titis anti Parîlinus of Nouta sang abut it.

Ili thc nortiiero part of Etîrupe the olti Norsemnen

celebratetl a feast to Trega, the gotidess cf love, at

about our- Christmas time. The Yule-tide to tbem
re1 )resentetl the descent of luxe to the Vnder-world
for the delivery cf the iîîîprisîned gerîlîs of Life. It
was the period tif the earliest perceptible signs of
rejnvenescence cf Nature.

Christnas is an old miracle play of Nature in
which tlîe tleatilv power tif Wiiitcr are hrought to a
tragie endi antIl Spring " is humi anew or liherateti

front Hela (Hell).

A PHILOSOPHIC STUDENT IN LOVE.
The question is sinîply this: Is mvy present at-

tachmieît to Maf-ia to be terîned frieîîtsbip or is it
love ? Is the faét that the last conversation 1 hati

with ber imingles inii ny niioti w'ith the sublinme
tbougbts of Plato anti Aristotle, accidentaI or signifi-
cant. Ain I or ami 1 not to attach importance f0

the faét that bier eyes gaze into mille front every

page of Emnerson and Lecky ? Was if on account

of Maria that I conceiveti a violent dislike to Rollins

wben 1 heard bitoi reciting with evitient siîîcerity
-Wumen are ail a flecting show,

For man's illusion giveîî
Her smniles cf joy, ber tears cf woe,
Deceitful shine, tleceitful flowv,-

There's notbing troc bîut beaven!

TIhis is an important problein. My ftuttre course

of aîftion will ccrtainly tiepenti to a great extent up-

on its solution, anti 1 cannot afforti to leave such a

nmattýr in tiouht. Shotîlti I conclude that my feeling
is une of frientiship I inust tiecitie bow far my

hrotherly regard inay be permnitted to, show itself
witbout coinpromising myself anti raising false bopes

ini ber breast. On the other banti, shoulti my reason
anti my heart convince me that I aini in love, I mnust
first investigate the nature of love to ascertaimi how

far sncb a state of mind is desirable or permissible,


