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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

WHEN’ Rielys

al::::ld that there was no other defence. 1
it 5 cr'e. 'B“t the plea of insanity was desperate. N'o man w01'1]( com-
thag R.lme If he werc wise or had a we]l-ba]ancefi mmd.; and it seems
diseas;el Wa:s a victim of that extravagant egotism which, apart from
Neyy, or lesion of the brain, is perhaps the most common source of m.ad
insaune thﬂt to those who knew him ‘hest he was 50 far from.appearmg
Ngero 2 they sent for him expressly.to lead them in a most difficult and
U8 enterprige, placed themselves under his guidance, and apparently

m . .
Usteq and obeyed him to the end. His plan of defence and his negotia-

fu°lls With the Indians for their aid prove, to say the least, that he was in
Phoseasion of his faculties,. On what the recommendation to mercy
inded, the jury did not state. The judge intimated that no
. could be paid to it, and it is to be presumed that he spokt? from
the n°W1edge of the mind of the Government. Riel had before ex;zerlenced
mency of the nation, though it was extended to him ir'x an irregular

o th’ea';[d 38 & resident in the States he could hav'e no shfn-e in the Wrong:
tﬂ@aﬂ‘allﬂ)mﬁds’ or in any excuse for rebellion which those wrm;lgt
B Worst of all, he, who knows as well as any one can wha

gl

counsel put forward the plea of insanity they practically
Other defence, in truth, there

of Indjang are, deliberately let loose those savages upon Canadian
“or b 15 true tha rebellion does not excite the same ablforre;llce ::
inte:’el'c'enary murder ; yet there is nothing v.vhlch.socxe:y asish-
o h " in Preventing, and prevention is the main object 0 pu}t; -
e . rord treason ought surely to be blotted out of the Statute boo

Rie] g
~ %% not Pay the penalty of his offence.

I . .
Who, n: Perhaps to M, Blake’s social credit that he has & cu'clle. of mer;:?s
1 emhiOUr‘ OWn experience shows, resent the slightest crltICI.Sm onY;:

P With a viglencq somewhat surprising in philosophic minds.

*ven th oy
%% dovoteay can hardly be blind to the fact that the Opposition 18

w572

not a success, or shut their ears entirely to the murmurs which are begin-
ning to arise in the Liberal ranks. They must perceive, at all events, that
no ground is gained in the elections. Provincial bye-elections are won, at
least in Ontario ; but these successes only lend emphasis to the discouraging
verdict which on the whole is returned by the bye-elections for the Dominion.
To all appearances we are doomed, at least for the residue of SirJ ohn Mac-
donald’s public life, to all the evils which wait on Party government without
an effective Opposition. What is the cause? It cannot be said to be lack
of eloquence on the part of Mr. Blake, who must be allowed, after all, to
be the first of Canadian speakers, although the force of hig appeals to the
people is marred, as a hundred critice have said, by prolixity and by
redundancy of detail. His reputation for integrity and devotion to the
public interest also stands as high as possible, and his escutcheon is as stain-
less as that of any party politician can be. It is commonly alleged that
he is wanting in “magnetism,” a somewhat mysterious quality, and one
which, if we rightly apprehend its nature, is perhaps less essential to

olitical leadership than is commonly supposed. = It is necessary that a
leader should inspire confidence, that his associates and followers should
feehdt' he will- be true to them, that he should never send his soldiers
where he is not willing to go at their head, that he should be free from
ignoble selfishness and from that most fatal and incurable of all kinds of
cowardice which is bred by excessive sensitiveness about a man’s own
positieft. But supposing magnetism to be anything in the liquoring-up
and baby-kissing line we repeat that its value has been overrated. I may
be necessary to a mere manager and wirepuller: it is not necessary to a
leader. Neither Pitt nor Peel liquored-up or kissed babies, yet both were
successful leaders. Pitt was personally high and unapproachable ; Peel
was to all, but a few bosom friends, reserved and shy. It is understood
that Mr. Gladstone’s relations with his colleagues and political associates
have always been rather cold. The real cause of Mr, Blake’s ill-success,
we are persuaded, is that to which we have already pointed. He has no
policy to propose. He cannot show the people that any substantial benefit
would accrue to them from a change of Government. He has no motive
power to do for him that which the National Policy did for Sir John Mac-
donald in 1878, The question of the Pacific Railway would have furnished
him with a strong platform, if he could have managed to keep his hands
free; but they were tied by his own act; and the country, feeling itself irre-
trievably committed to the enterprise, paid but a languid attention to his
criticisms on details or to his protests against the forms of subsidies, to
which in some form or other it was necessary to assent. When he visited
the Lower Provinces the people were all struck, as they could not fail to
be, by his ability as a speaker ; but he left no other impression on their
minds ; he gave them no definite object for political effort ; that they must
bestir themselves he told them in eloquent language, but for what he did
not say. In his anxiety to recruit his scanty forces he has tried, though
with little persistency, some rather equivocal combinations, and had

" recourse to some sources of popularity from which he could soarcely draw

without forfeiting support of a more trustworthy kind. Into the vacuum
meanwhile are creeping individual or sectional crotchets, such ag Coercive
Morality, Prohibitionism, Semi-socialism, with which Liberals of the school
that values liberty refuse to have anything to do; and Mr. Blake is in
some danger of seeing Conservatism reinforced by a secession to its ranks
as those of moral and social freedom. The Fisheries question raises the
more general question of the Customs line. This is a great, practical and
vital issue. It is the only great, practical and vital issue which now is, or
is likely soon to come, before the country. If Mr. Blake can make up his
mind to take a bold stand in relation to it he will have a policy indeed ;
he will be able to hold out to the people a large and certain increase of
prosperity ; he wiil be supported at once by the Maritime Provinces and
the North-West, nor will Ontario remain long behind. His rival has
cleared the way for him by definitively taking Canada out of the Com-
mercial Union of the Empire, so that no commercial treaty with our own
Continent would any longer involve any breach of amity with the Mother
Country. A second time Fortune holds out her hand to him ; if he will

grasp it he may yet leave his mark-on history.



