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' are abouit sixty-five thoueand of thsm
th 1ýuOni is asserted that the re-

504 n fa r are les. than one-haif the
relnoved within the correspondiiig

q1àder the precsding Administration.
IIO 1 thit (1ivil Service reform je mak-

.8'pd headwîy in the Republic, in
Ofthe desperate resietince cf the ad-
el the machine. From a eeemingly

4n0Itatement before us we learn that
lis 180 i the gift cf the Government

O ositions ; thît cf these the
ifed by the Civil Service 1mw at

en 0f Preisident Arthur'@ administra-C'e4 abol 1,000; at the close of Presi-
î2elead, former terni, about 27,300;

Of President Harrison'., 43,400,
t4t eul thousande in the navy yards,

1'tol present about one-fourth cf the
ta~ lufber cf offices have been with.

r~oIl the arena of the ecramblers fer

ltth e R'3pubIic i. making progrese,
e nyet a large work to be done.

160,Ur81dnt ad people eeem te be
9more and more sensitive in
the ridiculous figure the chief
cý. f a great notn ie made to cnt

ip 5i obliuted te give up the tiret
aud menthe of hie terni te the wark

ifu g peliticai epponienta fromi pstty
nldptting hie hungry followere in

plI050 ail over the Union.

*teigOdan Spectator deplorea Ilthe
of 09of the federal idea" in the Houe
bo"'ý1o15. Whiie it proteste that no-

y ~IY wants federation for its w
1*4 idnte that Ilyau can sec every-

fo Ir '0tshe logic cf the ory for Home
bll Ieland is gradnally affecting the

da6 ail cluses af members and convert-
te4te a half-and-hîlf fancy that our

ratrdtlleet .
destiny' lies lu that direction."

sriydo Mr. Asquith and Sir George
t4 itn frankly aivocate federalisan as

à soll'tiO1 cf the difficnlty, and, Mr. Storey

t64 1r. Wallace admit themselves converti
0 t'lgic 0f the idea, but even an old

ý'4 lv6like Colonel Bridgsman
t4 f it 'with a certain toleunce, net te
ýt vlaleaning towards it!' IL is not

0 %cýai f the British people te inke po-

ti01 sicageO te so many stepe in the direo-
*1a olearîy defined palitical ideal

'a iardu *hich they are * onsciously work-

",iy .n5ertheles, it le difficnît te ses how
ttu fîlht~ed advocmte of Irish Home

t4tu11d fait to perceive from the firit
6b Whl trend of the movement is In

Ignr4 1Bcti0l The adoption ofithe federil,
lil the case of Ireland wiil bc the en-
tg or the wedge and nothing but the
r pc 0 11 failure of that experimentea
il, t being driven home by*the I!logic

"ý.,Ote ideas I or of tihe situation, in a king-
cf i se veraf constituent parts

Y*v, emch other by lines cf
1 1 1 e iment as distinctly driwn by race

and history as thos, which maire Irelind a
distinct unit. To the. Canadian Onlooker,
for whom use and familiarity have deprived
federalism of iLs bogeyish look, and wha
hie often wondered at the courage with
which the Imperiai FairliamenL etruggles on
yemr after year under a conistantly accumu-
lating load cf local legielîtive demande from
whioh itcan neyer hope te free itself under
the ancient eystem, the wonder in that the
comman-senBe plan cf relegating local mat-
ters ta local legialiturse was not long since
tried. Snech a syestem in, indeed, as much a
logical outcoms cf the county and parish
council systeme which are now being intro-
duced, as of Irish Home Rule.

Were Il Federmlism " indced the divisive
force which the Speotator seeme ta suppose,
there wonld ho good reison f or iLs depreca-
tien. If it really meant that Great Britain
ia Ilte be disintegratsd and dissolved inte
w,3 know not how many arbitrary political
atome ;" that "lthe Empire is ta ho a icone
structure eprawling, as it wsre, an frail
tenter-hooke &Il over the globe, without
even a single etrang cars at the heart cf the
Empire," wIlwy British patriot muet, needs
regard it with abharrence and drsad. but
why ehonld f9deration mean anything of the
kind 1 Surely the strength cf the kingdomn
dose net depend upon the legielative bande
which hoid its component patse in mers
mechanical union, se te epeak. Snreiy the
pride of history and the passion cf patriatism
are net dependent upon the ability cf Eng.
iish members ta posipone or defeat local
measures desired by Scotehmen for the beli-
ter management cf purely Scotch affairsi or
vice versa. If legisiative union couid pro-
ducs homogeneity, thera would be strong
reason for contiuning it in spite of ail dis.
advantages, but the bustor7 et centurie@
shows that iittie is te he heped for ln that
direction. The distingutishing features of
Engliah, Scotch, Irish and Weish character
stand ont te view aimait as distinctly to-day
as at the firet. Se long as ail parts of the
kingdom, are equaily rapresented in the
central Parliament or ceunicil whioh deter-
mines aml relations with other niation% and hi.
supreme contrai in al mattera affecting the
Empire as auch, iL in net easy ta ses why a
subdivision cf the multifiricus aud ever-
increasing detaili o! internai legilation and
management shonld have the elightest ten-
dency te weaken the cohesive farces which.
are the source of ail real national etrength.
Should any cyuic ho dispoaed te insinuai e
that the Canadien federai aystemi hae net
been îo succeeoful in welding the provincial
fragments into a compact whoie as te make
its histery a powerful argument far feder a-
tien, the reply in ihat, iinperfect as may be
the resait from ibis peint of view, federa -

tien hie dune that tawards building Up a
Canadian nationality which could neyer
have been açoompiished under any other
syatem.

THE POLITICÂL OUTLOOK.

The deoision of Mr. Laurier and. his

lieutenants te ciii a Dominion Convention
of representatives of the Liherai party, for

the discussion of the politicai situation and

the construction or consolidation of a party

piattorni, was a courageous one. It in, we

believe, the firet time in the history of con-

federated Canada that a convention repre-

seatative of ail the Provinces has been at-

tempted. No one can doubt that if we

muet have goveru ment by party, the hoid.

ing of national conventions to settie questions,

of principal and policy is a right and
ptoper thing. Whether it is a Wiee thing

for a party oompossd of snob heterageneons
material, comprising no many varieties 0f

opinion and of interset, and characterized

by so etrong a tendenoy te fly off in frag-

mente under the operation of the osntrifu-

gai forces whioh are aiw aye at work within
it, and whiohi ssem almost ta be the naturel

offapring of Liberaliam, remailne to ho

proved, The grestuese of the risk will ho

stili more fully appreciâted when we look

back over the hist.el7 cf ,the party during

the long years in which it hie been in Op-
position and note the number cf diseimilar
and devions, if not poeitively incompatible,

pohcd.ea 'tich have from time te time been

advocated in ite name.
If the game whioh t.he Liberal leader&

have resolved te play is fulil of rlskt, il 4aÀn-

nat ho denied that the stake played for je

a hsavy one. If Mr. Laurier man sucsed

in getting tegether a toisrably fl and

realiy representative body of delegates from

ail patse of the Dominion, and if those dele.
gîtes cmn ho brought te agree heartily and

enthusiastloally on a clearly dsfined policy,
with tariffXeform ae ita biais and ruling
prinoiple, the 1chances of the party at the
approaching generai eleotion wii bc- un-
qneetionably much better than, on any pre-
viens occasion since the adoption of the

Niational Policy. The time is propiticus.
The epirit cf political unrest is in the air.
That the revoit againet the high tariff je

genuine and wide-spread van no longer ho

doubted. The reoeption which je belng 'sc-
corded ta Mr. Dalton MoCarthy in. varions
sections of the country is proof sufficient

af that fa-t, se far at leait as Ontario je
conoerned ". No doubt other powerful in-
fluences combine te bring about that resnit.
The persenal popnlarity ef the min, the
general conviction cf hie honesty and sin-

cerity, and with a large number, strang

sympathy with hie attitude in regard te the
dual language aud separate sehool questions
in Manitoba and the North-Weat, have

much ta do with making possible the Wari
and enthusiastie receptions which are given

him, even by many Who have hitherti) been
stannch supporters of the Government and
the poioy ajainet which he i. now directing
hie gune.

Other ând perhaps etili more patent,
forces are .at work producing the tendency
te political disintegration which is masnifest-
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